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Abstract, The global budgets of CO2 and of excess CO2 (i.e., above preindustrial) in the biogeosphere are examined by a 

top-down, observationally constrained approach. Global stocks in the atmosphere, mixed-layer and deep ocean, and labile 

and obdurate terrestrial biosphere, and fluxes between them are quantified; total uptake of carbon by the terrestrial biosphere 

is constrained by observations, but apportionment to the two terrestrial compartments is only weakly constrained, requiring 

examination of sensitivity to this apportionment. Because of near equilibrium between the atmosphere and the mixed-layer 10 

ocean and near steady state between the atmosphere and the labile biosphere, these three compartments are tightly coupled. 

For best-estimate present-day anthropogenic emissions the turnover time of excess carbon in these compartments to the deep 

ocean and obdurate biosphere is 67 to 158 years. Atmospheric CO2 over the Anthropocene is accurately represented by a 

five-compartment model with four independent parameters: two universal geophysical quantities and two, specific to CO2, 

treated as variable. The model also accurately represents atmospheric radiocarbon, particularly the large increase due to 15 

atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons and the subsequent decrease. The adjustment time of excess atmospheric CO2, 

evaluated from the rate of decrease following abrupt cessation of emissions, is 78 to 140 years, consistent with the turnover 

time, approaching a long-time floor of 15-20 % of the value at the time of cessation. The lifetime of excess CO2 found here, 

several-fold shorter than estimates from current carbon-cycle models, indicates that cessation of anthropogenic emissions 

atmospheric would result in substantial recovery of CO2 toward its preindustrial value in less than a century.  20 

Short Summary 

Carbon dioxide is central to anthropogenic climate change, but the response of CO2 to potential reductions in emissions is 

quite uncertain. Current model estimates of the lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2 above preindustrial range from about 

150 years to upwards of 500 years. Based on a global budget and a compartment model this lifetime is constrained here to 

110 ± 30 years. These results demonstrate that reduction of CO2 emissions could yield tangible results within a human 25 

lifespan. 
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1 Introduction 

About 250 years ago humankind initiated what has been characterized (Ramanathan, 1988) as an inadvertent global 

experiment to change Earth's climate by emitting carbon dioxide, CO2, into the atmosphere in conjunction with combustion 

of fossil fuels, mainly for energy, other industrial activities, and changes in land use. Anthropogenic CO2, the amount in 30 

excess of preindustrial (PI), affects Earth's radiation budget, with present radiative forcing relative to preindustrial about 2 W 

m-2, and acidifies the ocean, with the present decrease in pH of the surface ocean relative to preindustrial about 0.14. The 

present paper examines the extent to which and the rate with which that experiment might be reversed by cessation of 

anthropogenic emissions of CO2. Despite the central importance of anthropogenic CO2, the response of atmospheric CO2 to 

potential reductions in emissions is quite uncertain. Here as an example attention is called to Figure 4.39 of the Sixth 35 

Assessment Report (AR6) of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which shows considerable variation in 

the rate and extent of atmospheric CO2 mixing ratio over the initial 100 years following abrupt cessation of emissions, 

specifically a factor of 2 range in the decrease of mixing ratio (Lee et al., 2021).  

In principal a single measure of the rate of response of atmospheric CO2 to change in emissions is the lifetime of excess 

atmospheric CO2. However present estimates of this lifetime vary enormously, from a few years to a few tens of years to 40 

tens of thousands of years. In part this range is due to differing definitions and ways of evaluating this lifetime, However 

even if a suitable definition of lifetime is agreed to, the spread is quite large in recent assessments of the budget of CO2 in 

the coupled active compartments that control this budget – the atmosphere, the ocean, and the terrestrial biosphere. Here this 

budget is re-examined, as constrained by observations, and a simple, transparent model is developed to describe the stocks of 

carbon in the several active compartments and the fluxes between these compartments, the parameters of which are likewise 45 

constrained by observation. The guiding principle here is to minimize the number of parameters, the better to constrain them. 

A key objective of this examination is to determine observationally constrained bounds on the lifetime of excess CO2.  

Recent estimates of the rate at which excess atmospheric CO2 would decrease in response to hypothetical abrupt cessation of 

emissions range over more than an order of magnitude. Figure 1a compares the fraction f(t) of excess CO2 that would 

remain in the atmosphere as a function of time t subsequent to such a hypothetical cessation of emissions, as determined by 50 

several carbon-cycle (CC) and compartment models. Although this set of curves is an ensemble of opportunity assembled 

from studies which calculated atmospheric CO2 after abrupt cessation of emissions or which provided impulse response 

functions permitting such calculation, at varying conditions such as CO2 amount at the time of cessation xCO2
0 , the bulk of 

the spread of the curves results from differing treatments of the processes governing CO2 decay. The spread of xCO2
0  was 

greatly reduced, to 508–571 ppm, in the intercomparison of decrease of CO2 mixing ratio following abrupt cessation as 55 

calculated by current Earth system models that incorporate CC models (Zero Emissions Commitment Model 

Intercomparison Project, ZECMIP; MacDougall et al., 2020). However, even with that rather narrow range in xCO2
0 , there is 
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still substantial spread in the decay curves following abrupt cessation, Fig. 1c, indicative of differing treatment of the 

processes governing decrease of atmospheric CO2 in the different models. The instantaneous adjustment time, the inverse of 

the fractional rate at which excess CO2 would decrease in the absence of anthropogenic emissions, ranges from 70–100 60 

years to more than 700 years, as can be inferred from comparison of the slopes of the several curves with those of the dotted 

black lines, a straight line on the semi-logarithmic plot denoting a constant adjustment time (exponential decay with 

indicated time constant). The wide range in the corresponding adjustment time characterizing the decay of excess CO2 over 

the time horizon t subsequent to cessation (equivalent 1/e lifetimeτE(t) = −t / ln f (t) , Sect. 2, is explicitly displayed in Fig. 1.  

The 12 models that participated in the abrupt cessation intercomparison described by Zickfeld et al. (2013; Figure 6, RCP 6) 65 

showed decrease of excess CO2 by only 7 to 14 % (multimodel mean 10 %) with τE(100 yr) of the multimodel mean equal 

to 920 years. At the other extreme, prior observationally based, top-down assessments of the lifetime of excess atmospheric 

CO2 (Moore and Braswell, 1994; O'Neill et al., 1994, 1997; Jacobson, 2005) have yielded values as low as about 30 to 60 

years, but that approach has been strenuously criticized (Tans, 1997; Archer et al, 2009; Joos et al., 2013b). A simple model 

employed by Allen et al. (2009) shown at the top of Fig. 1a shows essentially no decrease of CO2 in the first century 70 

following cessation. Hybrid observational-model studies (Gloor et al., 2010, Raupach, 2013; Raupach et al., 2014) have 

yielded lifetimes of 40 to 200 years. It is this situation of enormous variation in estimates of the rate of decrease of excess 

atmospheric CO2 following abrupt cessation of emissions that has motivated the present study.  

Also shown, by the thicker dashed curve in Fig. 1a, is the decay curve obtained for the mean of multiple models 

participating in the model intercomparison of Joos et al. (2013) widely used for projecting the consequences of prospective 75 

reduction of CO2 emissions. A more rapid decay would imply a greater response of atmospheric CO2 to such reductions in 

emissions, highlighting the importance of knowledge of such decay for policy purposes. The multi-model mean of Joos et al. 

is also widely used in calculation of so-called global warming potentials (GWPs) of non-CO2 greenhouse gases that permits 

comparison of their integrated forcings with that of CO2; an increased decay rate of atmospheric CO2 would result in an 

increase in the GWPs of other greenhouse gases, further highlighting the importance of accurate knowledge of the lifetime of 80 

atmospheric CO2 for policy purposes.   

The hundred-year time frame that is the focus of this study assumes great importance in anticipating responses of Earth's 

climate system to prospective reductions in anthropogenic CO2 emissions. The time scale of response of global mean surface 

temperature to change in forcing is rapid, five to 10 years, as established by multiple energy-balance models and GCM 

calculations (Schneider and Thompson, 1981; Brasseur and Roeckner, 2005; Gregory, 2000; Schwartz, 2008; Held et al., 85 

2010; Boucher et al., 2012, Geoffroy et al., 2013); hence it is the time scale of response of excess atmospheric CO2 to 

changes in emissions that governs the overall time scale of climate response to such changes.  
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The objectives of this study are 1) to provide a top-down budget, constrained by observations, chemical equilibria, and the 

requirement of preindustrial steady state, for CO2 in the atmosphere and the coupled ocean and biosphere compartments, for 

preindustrial and present conditions, the anthropogenic perturbation obtained by difference; 2) to use this budget to infer the 90 

turnover time pertinent to excess atmospheric CO2; 3) to use this budget to construct a simple, transparent global-scale 

numerical model for atmospheric CO2 and carbon in compartments that are coupled to the atmosphere, and 4) to use this 

model to determine the adjustment time and other measures of the lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2 on the time scale over 

which, in the absence of anthropogenic emissions, CO2 would be expected to recover substantially toward its preindustrial 

value. Like any model, the model developed here might appropriately be viewed as a hypothesis that is to be tested against 95 

observations.  

The approach of this study is to develop a parsimonious yet accurate picture of the global CO2 budget based on observations 

of present and preindustrial atmospheric CO2 and its present annual increase, well established solubility properties of CO2 in 

ocean water, and independently determined coefficients describing the rates of material transfer between the several 

compartments, together with emissions determined by inventories. This picture is used to provide values of the parameters 100 

needed to represent this budget in a simple transparent model that apportions anthropogenic carbon into the atmosphere 

(atmospheric compartment, AC) and compartments that are coupled to the atmosphere on time scales up to several centuries: 

two ocean compartments, the mixed layer ocean (ML), the deep ocean (DO); and two terrestrial biosphere (TB) 

compartments, a labile biosphere (LB) that is closely coupled to the atmosphere by photosynthesis and respiration, and an 

obdurate biosphere (OB) that exhibits a turnover time of multiple centuries; TB refers to the sum of LB and OB. While the 105 

ML and DO compartments can be rather confidently distinguished on physical grounds, the same cannot be said for 

demarcation between the biosphere compartments LB and OB, and indeed apportionment of the uptake of anthropogenic 

CO2 by the TB into even so few as two compartments is underconstrained by observations. For this reason this 

apportionment is examined by varying two unconstrained parameters that govern the amount of uptake of carbon by the 

labile biosphere, specifically, the amount of carbon in the preindustrial labile biosphere and a fertilization exponent 110 

characterizing the dependence of global primary production (GPP) on the amount of atmospheric CO2. The model is 

exercised over a range of these parameters to calculate the time evolution of atmospheric CO2 over the Anthropocene and of 

atmospheric and oceanic radiocarbon (14C) response to emissions due mainly to weapons testing in the late 1950's and early 

1960's. Comparison of model results with observations considerably limits the domain of the unconstrained parameters, 

thereby providing a rather narrow range of parameter values and lifetime consistent with observations. This model so 115 

developed was used to calculate the decay profiles of excess CO2 subsequent to abrupt cessation of emissions shown in Fig. 

1, which bound the range consistent with observations, and other measures of the lifetime of excess CO2 presented here.  

https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2021-924
Preprint. Discussion started: 29 November 2021
c© Author(s) 2021. CC BY 4.0 License.



5 
 

This paper is organized as follows. Section 2 presents expressions for multiple measures of the lifetime of excess CO2 that 

are evaluated using the budget and model that are developed later in the paper. Section 3 summarizes the budgets of 

preindustrial and anthropogenic CO2 presented in detail in Appendix A and compares to recent IPCC assessments. Section 120 

4 identifies and quantifies the transfer coefficients that characterize the rates of transport of CO2 between the several 

compartments of the biogeosphere pertinent to evolution of excess CO2 on the centennial time scale. Section 5 identifies the 

several characteristic times pertinent to CO2 in the biogeosphere and quantifies these based on the budget. The transfer 

coefficients are inputs to a simple, transparent model described in Section 6. In Section 7 the model is exercised for 

historical emissions over the Anthropocene and for hypothetical abrupt cessation commencing in 2017 and for radiocarbon 125 

over the Anthropocene, with focus on the period surrounding peak emissions from atmospheric weapons testing. That 

section also compares results of the model runs for historical emissions to measurements and to CC model results. Section 8 

discusses the present results and compares to previous studies. Section 9 presents conclusions and some implications of the 

present findings.  

In view of the large difference in the rate of decrease of atmospheric CO2 following abrupt cessation found with the model 130 

developed here and results from current CC models, and in view also of the societal importance of the response of 

atmospheric CO2 to prospective changes in emissions, the intent here is to fully describe the approach, the data, and the 

findings, all of which are presented in six Appendices, seven sections of Supporting Information text, and one Excel 

Workbook consisting of six Data Tables. The appendices are as follows: 

Appendix A: Budget of CO2 in the biogeosphere. 135 

Appendix B. Rate of transfer of CO2 between the atmosphere and the ocean mixed layer. 

Appendix C. Dependence of gross primary production on CO2 mixing ratio. 

Appendix D. Equilibrium–steady-state (ESS) model.  

Appendix E. Application to anthropogenic radiocarbon.  

Appendix F. Arguments against determination of the lifetime of excess CO2 by top-down observations, and rebuttals 140 

Supporting Information text consists of the following sections:  

S1. Abrupt cessation profiles shown in Fig. 1. 

S2. Relating stocks and concentrations. 

S3. Equilibrium solubility of incremental CO2 in ocean surface water.  

S4. Anthropogenic emissions of CO2. 145 

S5. Annual increment in atmospheric stock. 

S6. Dependence of adjustment time on functional form of CO2 emission rate.  

S7. Numerical modeling. 
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Notation. Si denotes stock of CO2, of dissolved inorganic carbon DIC, or of organic carbon, as mass of carbon, C (not CO2) 

in Pg (1015 g), in a given compartment i denoted by subscripts a, m, d, l, o, for the AC, ML, DO, LB, and OB, respectively, 150 

or in two or more compartments, e.g., Sam for the sum of Sa + Sm. ΔSi , in Pg yr-1, denotes the present annual increment in 

Si. Fij, in Pg yr-1, denotes gross flux from compartment i to compartment j; Fij,net denotes net flux from compartment i to j 

and is equal to Fij - Fji. Radiocarbon stocks and fluxes are denoted Ri and Gi, respectively, with units atoms and atoms per 

year, respectively. The term "ordinary carbon" is used where necessary to distinguish total carbon from radiocarbon. 

Transfer coefficients kij, yr-1, denote flux Fij per stock of leaving compartment Si; kij
*  is used for radiocarbon where 155 

different from kij,. Qant, in Pg yr-1, denotes anthropogenic emission rate; Ωant, in Pg, denotes total integrated anthropogenic 

emission (1750 to 2016) or as a function of time over the Anthropocene Ωant(t); similarly QR and ΩR for radiocarbon. The 

subscripts ff and lu denote emissions from fossil fuel combustion and other industrial activities, and from land use changes, 

respectively; the subscript pc denotes the gravitational flux of particulate carbon from the ML to the DO. Subscripts or 

superscripts pi, pd, and ant denote, respectively, the preindustrial, present-day, and anthropogenic component of a stock or 160 

flux. Superscripts to and adj denote turnover time and adjustment time, respectively.  

2. Alternative measures of lifetime 

Much attention has been paid, in the environmental literature and more broadly in societal considerations, to a quantity that 

is qualitatively denoted the "lifetime" of a substance, a quantity that characterizes the duration of persistence of that 

substance subsequent to its introduction into a reservoir. However there is much difficulty in precisely defining such a 165 

lifetime, especially for substances that exchange among multiple compartments, as is the case with CO2. Numerous 

investigators have introduced a variety of terminologies that are not consistent, as discussed, perhaps most recently, by Sierra 

et al. (2017). This situation necessitates careful attention to definition of suitable quantities to characterize the lifetime of 

excess CO2. This section examines alternative measures of lifetime with specific reference to excess atmospheric CO2 and 

presents explicit definitions of quantities that may be evaluated based directly on observations or from model output.  170 

As stressed by Archer et al., (2009), “There are rival definitions of a lifetime for anthropogenic CO2.” Archer et al. continue:  

One is the average amount of time that individual carbon atoms spend in the atmosphere before they are removed, 

by uptake into the ocean or the terrestrial biosphere. Another is the amount of time it [would take] until the CO2 

concentration in the air recovers substantially toward its original concentration [in the absence of anthropogenic 

emissions]. The difference between the two definitions is that exchange of carbon between the atmosphere and 175 

other reservoirs affects the first definition, by removing specific CO2 molecules, but not the second because 

exchange does not result in net CO2 drawdown. The misinterpretation that has plagued the question of the 

atmospheric lifetime of CO2 seems to arise from confusion of these two very different definitions. 
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This situation led Archer et al. (2009) to observe that the rival definitions of the lifetime of anthropogenic CO2 could lead to 

estimates as short as a few years (the average amount of time that individual carbon atoms spend in the atmosphere before 180 

they are removed, by uptake into the ocean or the terrestrial biosphere) or as great as tens of thousands of years (mean 

lifetime of the elevated CO2 concentration of the atmosphere resulting from fossil fuel combustion). As Archer et al. (2009) 

make clear, the rate of exchange of individual molecules characterized by the opposing and essentially equal fluxes between 

the atmosphere and the terrestrial biosphere and between the atmosphere and the mixed-layer ocean results in no net 

drawdown, and hence the first definition (average time that individual CO2 molecules spend in the atmosphere until they are 185 

first removed), about 3 years, Sect. 5.1, must be rejected as a measure of the lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2. To this it 

should be added that processes taking place over millennia after atmospheric CO2 has substantially recovered to its 

preindustrial value are of little consequence to the response of atmospheric CO2 to emissions reductions on the time scale 

over which that substantial recovery occurs, which is the time scale that is of great societal interest and is the focus of this 

study.  190 

Broadly speaking, the lifetime of a constituent in a reservoir can be characterized by two distinct classes of quantities. The 

first, is denoted turnover time, where the turnover time of a substance in a reservoir is the quotient of the stock in the 

reservoir upon the net or gross leaving flux,  

τ i
to = Si

∑ j≠a Fij
. (2.1) 

For substances that exit a compartment irreversibly, then the receiving compartment is usefully considered a sink, and the 195 

turnover time so determined serves as an accurate measure of the lifetime of the substance in the compartment (e.g., Bolin 

and Rodhe, 1973; Schwartz, 1979; O'Neill et al., 1994, 1997; Planton, 2013). However a definitional problem arises if the 

substance in question returns to the leaving compartment. If the return flux from the sink compartment is appreciable relative 

to the leaving flux, as is the case for atmospheric CO2, then a turnover time so determined must be interpreted with caution. 

At the other extreme, if there is rapid exchange between the reservoir of interest and some other compartment or 200 

compartments, then the turnover time characterizing this rate of exchange is not a useful measure of the lifetime of interest. 

In this situation those tightly coupled compartments are usefully considered a single compartment, as the time constant(s) for 

establishing steady state among them are short compared to the overall lifetime of the substance of interest in the combined 

set of compartments against removal to long-term sink; this situation is particularly applicable to CO2 which exhibits rapid 

exchange between the atmosphere and the ML and between the atmosphere and the labile terrestrial biosphere, as is 205 

examined in Sect. 7.7 using results obtained with the model developed here. For a substance for which there is a natural 

source and a corresponding natural amount in the reservoir(s) of interest the turnover-time concept is readily extended to the 

perturbations in stock and exiting flux, and thus a turnover time may be defined for both the natural substance and for the 
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perturbation. If the system is linear, the turnover time pertinent to the perturbation is the same as that pertinent to the 

unperturbed system. However, if the system is nonlinear, as is the case for CO2 in the atmosphere and coupled reservoirs, 210 

these quantities would be expected to differ, perhaps substantially. All of these considerations of identification of what 

constitute the pertinent reservoirs and sink processes contribute to differences (some small, some quite large) in reported 

turnover times for atmospheric CO2.  

A second problem specific to CO2 arises from the possible long tail of excess atmospheric CO2 resulting from 

anthropogenic emissions that might result in the average lifetime of excess CO2 greatly exceeding the time required for 215 

excess CO2 to decrease substantially relative to its value at the time of cessation of emissions. Indeed, if even a small 

fraction of excess CO2 were to remain in the atmosphere indefinitely, this long tail would result in the average lifetime of 

excess CO2 being infinite. This situation that has led some investigators, noting that anthropogenic CO2 would never 

entirely leave the system until subsumed by long-term geological processes, would argue that the average lifetime is upwards 

of tens of thousands of years (Archer, 2005; Archer et al., 2009), or that the lifetime concept simply does not apply to 220 

anthropogenic CO2 (Tans, 1994). Alternatively, others, e.g., Moore and Braswell (1994), have avoided that problem by 

defining the adjustment time of excess CO2 relative not to excess CO2 above preindustrial but, rather, to the excess above 

the infinite-time value of this excess, which those investigators took to be a substantial fraction of the initial perturbation. 

Here the argument is made that the time scale of interest is that of substantial recovery of atmospheric CO2 to its 

preindustrial value, thereby avoiding the issue of the small long tail.  225 

As developed in Sect. 5, and Sect. 7.7, based on the rapid exchange, with time scale of a few years, between the atmosphere, 

labile terrestrial biosphere, and mixed-layer ocean compartments, it is useful to define the reservoir for anthropogenic CO2 

pertinent to the turnover time as the sum of the stocks in the three compartments, with stock Salm
ant = Sa

ant + Sl
ant + Sm

ant , and 

with leaving flux the sum of the net anthropogenic fluxes into the obdurate biosphere and the deep ocean, 
 
Fao,net
ant + Fmd,net

ant , 

yielding turnover time 230 

τ alm
to (t) = Salm

ant (t)
Fao,net
ant (t)+ Fmd,net

ant (t)
, (2.2) 

where the stocks and fluxes can be determined either from observations, Sect. 3, and Sect. 5, or from model calculations, 

Sect. 7.6. In Eq 2.2 the turnover time is explicitly denoted as a function of time, as the pertinent quantities on the RHS can 

vary with time. These quantities can be evaluated, from observations at present, as in Sect. 4, and at prior times. Importantly, 

turnover times so evaluated can be compared with time constants for establishing steady state between compartments that are 235 

treated as a single compartment, specifically, between the AC and the ML and between the AC and the LB, to assess treating 

them as a single compartment, Sect. 5.3 and Sect. 5.7.  
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A second class of lifetimes is denoted adjustment times, measures of the period of time over which the amount of the 

substance in the reservoir(s) of interest, or of the amount in excess above the natural amount, would decrease subsequent to 

cessation of the source of the substance, or of the perturbation in the source. In contrast to turnover times, which can be 240 

determined from observed stocks and flows, determining adjustment times requires a numerical model that describes future 

behavior of the system in response to the putative change in emissions. One measure of the adjustment time would thus 

characterize the fractional rate of decrease of excess CO2 following cessation of emissions shown in Fig. 1. As for turnover 

times, differences in definition can lead to differences in the value of the adjustment time, depending, on whether the it is 

evaluated as a local, instantaneous quantity or over an extended time period and depending how averages or other measures 245 

of determining the quantity over an extended period are defined.  

An unambiguous measure of the instantaneous adjustment time is given, for excess CO2, as the quotient of the excess 

amount of the substance in a reservoir of interest upon the rate of removal of the substance from the reservoir in the absence 

of anthropogenic emissions, both a function of time t. For atmospheric CO2 this adjustment time is  

τCO2
inst (t) = Sa

ant (t)

− dSa
ant

dt
(t)

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

= xCO2
ant (t)

− dxCO2
ant

dt
(t)

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

= − d ln xCO2
ant

dt
(t)

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

−1

, (2.3) 250 

where the second equality simply follows from the stock Sa
ant being proportional to the mixing ratio xCO2

ant  and where the 

third equality shows that τCO2
inst (t)  is equal (apart from a factor of ln 10) to the negative inverse of the slopes of the curves 

shown in Fig. 1a. The decrease in slopes of the several curves is indicative of an increase in τCO2
inst (t)  over this period as 

calculated by the several models.  

In recognition of the objective of characterizing the lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2 over the time scale pertinent, in the 255 

absence of anthropogenic emissions, to substantial recovery toward the unperturbed state, O'Neill et al. (1997) defined what 

they denoted a “past commitment lifetime” which examines the question “if emissions were significantly reduced or stopped, 

how long would it take for the world to return to ‘normal’?”. Similarly, as noted above, Archer et al. (2009) proposed 

defining the lifetime of CO2 as the time it would take in the absence of anthropogenic emissions “until the CO2 

concentration in the air recover[ed] substantially toward its original concentration.” This objective of characterizing the time 260 

scale of such substantial recovery prompts the careful examination here of such measures of adjustment time pertinent to the 

time periods over which this recovery would occur.  

A first such measure of adjustment time would be a simple time-average of the instantaneous adjustment time over period of 

time T, often denoted time horizon, subsequent to the time of cessation of anthropogenic emissions Tc,  
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τCO2
t-avg(T ) =

τCO2
inst (t)dt

Tc

Tc+T∫
dt

Tc

Tc+T∫
= 1
T

τCO2
inst (t)dt

Tc

Tc+T∫  (2.4) 265 

A concern with this quantity is that it equally weights values ofτCO2
inst (t) , at short times when the amount of excess CO2 is 

large and at long times when the amount of excess CO2 is small. If τCO2
inst (t)  is increasing over the averaging period T, that 

increase might unduly weight the integral at long time when the amount of remaining material is small, thereby leading to a 

lifetime that is longer, perhaps much longer, than that characterizing the bulk of the recovery to the unperturbed state.  

A measure of the adjustment time that overcomes that concern is the amount-remaining–weighted average adjustment time, 270 

defined similarly to the time-average adjustment time but with the weighting factor xCO2
ant ,  

τCO2
a-avg(T ) =

xCO2
ant (t)τCO2

inst (t)dt
Tc

Tc+T∫
xCO2
ant (t)dt

Tc

Tc+T∫
. (2.5) 

This amount-weighted adjustment time would be especially pertinent to examination of the integrated effect of an emitted 

substance, such as integrated radiative effect, pertinent to quantities such as the global warming potential (Shine et al., 1990).  

A new measure of adjustment time, denoted the equivalent 1/e lifetime, that explicitly meets the objective of serving as a 275 

measure the time T over which the amount of excess CO2 present at the time of cessation of emissions has decreased to a 

given fraction f of its initial value is defined as 

τE( f ) =
t( f )
− ln f

 (2.6a) 

where the expression τE( f )  explicitly notes that τE( f )  may depend on the fraction remaining, f and generally does so 

except for exponential decay. The relation between τE( f )  and f may be considered a generalization of the relation between 280 

the time required for the fraction f of a radioactive substance to decrease to 0.5 of its initial value, that is, the half-life t0.5 and 

the 1/e lifetime of that substance τ = t0.5 / (− ln0.5) . The equivalent 1/e lifetime τE may alternatively be expressed as a 

function of time horizon T as  

τE(t) =
t

− ln f (t)
 (2.6b) 

and is thus readily compared to the several other measures of adjustment time as a function of t. The equivalent 1/e lifetime, 285 

is readily calculated directly from a calculated decay profile as a function of time horizon t. An advantage of τE is that 

determining this quantity does not require calculation of the time derivative of the decay curve, as is required for τinst, 
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τt-avg, or τa-avg, commending its use as a measure of the adjustment time, as in Fig. 1b. As shown in Sect. 7.6, τt-avg, τa-

avg, and τE (but not τinst) are nearly identical and thus τE serves as a representative measure of the time constant associated 

with decrease of a substance over the entire time horizon from cessation to time t.  290 

A widely used measure of the adjustment time is obtained by fitting an exponential decay function to the modeled 

anthropogenic stock over a specified time range subsequent to cessation of emissions by minimization of chi-squared. Here 

an important consideration is the baseline of the exponential decay. As the focus of the present study is on the time scale 

characterizing recovery of CO2 to its preindustrial value, it would seem that the pertinent baseline is the preindustrial value 

(i.e., excess CO2 decaying to zero), even if the modeled CO2 never actually returns to its preindustrial value. Further 295 

considerations are the time period over which to do the fit and the weighting, although these would seem to be secondary. 

Here the time period is taken as 100 years and all annual points are equally weighted; the resultant lifetime being denoted 

here τfit. It should be noted that the fit to an exponential decay function does not require or imply that the data being fit 

conform to exponential decay; conformance to or departure from exponential decay is readily examined by comparison of 

the fit to the model output, by examination of linearity in a semilogarithmic plot such as Fig. 1a, or by τE being constant, 300 

Fig. 1b.  

The several turnover times and adjustment times for excess CO2 are examined and compared in Sect. 7.6. The point here is 

not that one or the other of these measures is the most suitable, but rather that if these several measures of lifetime of excess 

CO2 are suitably defined, they would all be expected to exhibit close agreement. Determination of such suitably defined 

lifetime of excess CO2 is a key objective of this study.  305 

3.  Budget of CO2 in the biogeosphere 

The analysis of the stocks and fluxes of CO2 in the biogeosphere that serves as the basis of the present analysis of the CO2 

lifetime is based on the budget of CO2 developed in detail in Appendix A and summarized here. This budget consists of the 

stocks of CO2 in the several major compartments of the biogeosphere and the fluxes between these compartments for the 

preindustrial (PI) state and for the present day (PD, taken as year 2016). The anthropogenic increments in the several stocks 310 

and fluxes are obtained by difference, PD minus PI. This budget is based on observations (present and PI values and present 

annual increment of atmospheric CO2 mixing ratio, ML and DO stocks of dissolved CO2, inventories of terrestrial biosphere 

stock, inventories of annual and cumulative emissions), on independently determined coefficients describing rates of 

transport between compartments (dry deposition velocity to seawater of insoluble to moderately soluble gases, piston 

velocity describing the rate of volume exchange of water between the ML and the DO), on well understood physical-315 

chemical properties of CO2 (Henry's law solubility, acid dissociation equilibria), and on the requirement in the PI steady 
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state of zero net flux between compartments when summed over all paths. The budget developed here is shown in Fig. 2 and 

summarized in Table 1. This figure is modified from previous versions given by Sarmiento and Gruber (2002; 2006, p. 393), 

the Fourth IPCC Assessment Report, AR4, (Denman et al., 2007, Figure 7.3) and the Fifth IPCC Assessment Report, AR5, 

(Ciais et al., 2013, Figure 6.1), with antecedents going back at least to the Third IPCC Assessment report, AR3, (Prentice et 320 

al., 2001, Figure 3.1). Following Sarmiento and Gruber (2002), Figure 2 presents the PI budget in black, and the 

anthropogenic perturbation, here for year 2016, in red. The quantities shown in the figure are stocks in each of the several 

compartments Si and gross (not net) fluxes Fij, the annual changes in several of the compartments ΔSi , in blue, and 

anthropogenic emissions Qff and Qlu; Qlu, denoted net land-use–change (LUC) emission, represents the net annual carbon 

flux from the TB into the atmosphere from deforestation, i.e., the flux from deforestation minus the flux from the atmosphere 325 

to the TB that is ascribed to afforestation.  

Historically the several stock and flux quantities shown in Fig. 2 have been given to a greater number of digits than the 

accuracy with which they are known to convey the magnitudes of these quantities with precision sufficient to show their 

differences. This longstanding practice is maintained here in Fig. 2 and Table 1, even if the implied accuracy with which the 

quantities are known is overstated. The value for the PI stock of carbon in the TB, St
pi , is increased here from 2300 Pg and 330 

2500 Pg in AR4 and AR5, respectively, to 2800−280
+430 Pg, based on a more recent inventory by Carvalhais et al., (2014; 

uncertainties converted to 1-sigma equivalent), but in actuality, the magnitude, which is dependent on what constitutes the 

terrestrial biosphere, as governed by a depth horizon, and what carbonaceous species to include, is of little significance in 

budget considerations other than to serve as a reference against which to compare the magnitudes of anthropogenic changes. 

Similarly, preindustrial gross primary production GPP, Fal
pi , and the equal and opposite gross respiration flux Fla

pi , given 335 

here as in other recent versions of this figure as 120 Pg yr-1, are presented mainly to make the point that this large gross flux, 

which is not known to great accuracy (Appendix C), greatly exceeds the net fluxes that result from the anthropogenic 

perturbation.  

Similar considerations apply to the magnitudes given for the fluxes between the atmosphere and the ML ocean, Fam
pi

 and 

Fam
pi . The values for these quantities given here and in previous assessments, 70 and 70.6 Pg yr-1, respectively, which 340 

represent the total global dry deposition flux from the atmosphere to the ocean and the reverse flux from the ocean to the 

atmosphere, respectively, must be considered uncertain to 30 % (Sect. 4.1; Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006). However these 

magnitudes are not so important as their difference, which represents the net flux. The fact that the two fluxes are nearly 

equal and much greater than the net flux is indicative of near equilibrium between atmospheric CO2 and total dissolved CO2 

(i.e., dissolved inorganic carbon DIC), with the magnitudes of the two fluxes serving to manifest this near equilibrium, to 345 

provide context for the magnitude of the anthropogenic perturbation, and to establish the time scale for equilibration of the 

two phases. Here it might also be noted that, small as it is, the net PI flux from the ocean to the atmosphere that compensates 
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the riverine flux from the TB to the ML, Fom
pi = 0.6 Pg yr-1, assumes some importance in assessments of the CO2 budget, as, 

among other reasons, it constitutes the difference between model-based estimates of the anthropogenic flux of CO2 from the 

atmosphere to the ocean and measurement-based estimates, which yield the total flux (i.e., the sum of anthropogenic and 350 

natural), and that even the uncertainty in this preindustrial flux, perhaps 0.2 Pg yr-1, assumes some significance in such 

comparisons (Sect. 7.8). Because of the continuing increase in atmospheric CO2 over the Anthropocene there is an 

additional departure (lag) of Sm relative to its steady state value (as governed only by the riverine flux) due finite rate of 

mass transport between the two compartments; an expression for this lag developed in Appendix A permits calculation of 

Sm
ant  given in Fig. 2.   355 

A major departure in Fig. 2 from previous versions of this figure cited above is the subdivision of the TB into two 

compartments, denoted the labile biosphere (LB) and the obdurate biosphere (OB). The labile carbon consists of herbaceous 

and other short-lived (≲ 1 yr) materials that are produced by photosynthesis, with the fixed carbon rapidly returned to the 

atmosphere by autotrophic and rapid heterotrophic respiration. The obdurate carbon, which constitutes the great majority of 

the TB stock, consists of long-lived woody material (trunks, branches, roots, coarse debris), which constitutes the bulk of 360 

vegetative biomass (e.g. Pregitzer and Euskirchen, 2004; Fahey et al., 2005), and of soil carbon, which comprises the 

majority of terrestrial carbon (e.g., Naegler and Levin, 2006; Carvalhais et al., 2014) and which exhibits turnover times of up 

to several hundred years (Raich and Schlesinger, 1992; Amundson, 2001; Torn et al., 2009). From a budget perspective, in 

contrast to the total stocks in the TB, and the fluxes between the TB taken as a whole and other compartments, which are 

rather tightly constrained by observations, apportionment of carbon stocks and fluxes to the LB and the OB is not so 365 

constrained. Hence, in the budget presented here, these quantities are given as ranges, for example [200, 700] Pg for the PI 

stock in the LB, Sl
pi . For the total PI stock in the TB St

pi  taken as 2800 Pg, the PI stock in the OB, So
pi , is likewise 

characterized by a range, So
pi = St

pi − Sl
pi = 2800 Pg − [200,  700] Pg = [2600,  2100] Pg  that is complementary to the range of 

St
pi . The total uptake of anthropogenic CO2 emissions by the TB is rather narrowly constrained (from inventoried emissions 

and uptake into other compartments) as [227, 261] Pg, the uncertainty being due to uncertainty in the anthropogenic stock in 370 

the DO. However the apportionment of this uptake into the LB and the OB is much less constrained, with the amount of 

uptake of carbon by the LB being given by the range [143, 24] Pg and the increase in the OB stock, being complementary, 

with range [89, 232] Pg.  Taking into account the decrease in OB stock due to LU emissions the net range of anthropogenic 

stock in the OB is negative to near zero, [-139, 4] Pg. The uncertainties in the TB stocks take into account uncertainty in the 

DO stock and in the increase in LB stock due to uptake of carbon from the AC, added in quadrature, but dominated by the 375 

latter.  
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The fluxes between compartments are evaluated similarly. The gross flux from the atmosphere to the LB, Fal, is taken as 

gross primary production GPP; a slight additional contribution to gross primary production by increased flux from the AC 

into the OB, while included in the budget, is neglected here. The extent of increase of GPP over the Anthropocene plays an 

important role in the present day CO2 budget, but is highly uncertain, as reflected in recent observational and modeling 380 

studies summarized in Appendix C. Here, as has been conventional in previous analyses, PI GPP is taken as 120 Pg yr-1; 

the exact value is of little consequence, with only the increase being of importance in the budget. The increase in GPP is 

thought to be due to fertilization by excess CO2 over the Anthropocene and perhaps also to increases in emissions of 

nutrients, particularly nitrogen compounds. Based on Fig. C1, the increase of GPP with increasing CO2 reported in 

observational and modeling studies can be closely represented by a power law in CO2 mixing ratio xCO2 or equivalently in 385 

atmospheric CO2 stock Sa, 

FGPP(t) = FGPP
pi xCO2(t)

xCO2
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

= FGPP
pi Sa (t)

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

; (3.1) 

such a power-law dependence of GPP on atmospheric CO2 was suggested at least as early as Rodhe and Björkström, (1979). 

The exponent b is equal to the fractional increase in GPP per fractional increase in xCO2, commonly used to characterize the 

CO2 fertilization effect, i.e., b = d lnFGPP / d ln xCO2 . For b initially allowed exhibit the range [0, 1.3], present day GPP 390 

would exhibit the range [120, 196] Pg yr-1. This range is reduced by comparison of model results with observations to [138, 

168] Pg yr-1 (corresponding to b = [0.4, 0.9]) resulting in the range for the anthropogenic enhancement of GPP Fal
ant  given 

in Fig. 2 [19, 48] Pg yr-1, i.e., an increase of 16 % to 40 % above preindustrial. The increase in flux from the atmosphere to 

the LB is largely countered by an increase of comparable magnitude in the gross return flux from the LB back to the 

atmosphere Fla
ant . The difference, [0.5, 2.5] Pg yr-1, the net PD anthropogenic flux between the compartments395 

Fal,net
ant = Fal

ant − Fla
ant , is equal to the PD rate of increase of the stock of carbon in the LB dSl

pd / dt , which is less, to very 

much less, than the enhancement in the gross flux between the atmosphere and the LB.  

Specification of a value of Sl
pi  together with the assumption of PI steady state between the LB and the AC permits 

determination of a steady state PD LB Sl
pd  resulting from anthropogenic emissions. Sl

pd   and Sl,ant
pd  depend on both Sl

pi and 

b, for which the initial estimates encompass substantial ranges. Additionally, as with the stock in the ML, there is a slight lag 400 

in Sl  relative to its steady-state value; an expression for this lag is given in Appendix A, Eq. A48, permitting calculation of 

Sl,ant
pd  for any given value of Sl

pi ; the resultant range of Sl,ant
pd  is shown in Fig. 3. Also shown in that figure is the PD annual 

rate of increase in Sl,ant
pd , denoted ΔSi . Here and throughout this study transfer coefficients and other quantities were 

calculated, either algebraically, as here, or using the model developed in Sect. 6, for a grid of points ( Sl
pi , b), 0 < Sl

pi  ≤ 1000 

Pg and 0 ≤ b ≤ 1.3, and are displayed as contour diagrams with these variables as coordinates; absence of contours at upper 405 
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right of figures denotes regions of ( Sl
pi , b) for which the modeled total rate of increase in stocks is incompatible with 

emissions.    

Similarly to other quantities the PI flux from the atmosphere to the OB Fao
pi  and the reverse flux Foa

pi  are represented by 

ranges, with the requirement that the net PI flux between these compartments be equal to the riverine flux from the OB to the 

ML ocean noted above, Fom
pi , and which is taken as constant (0.6 Pg yr-1) over the Anthropocene. As developed in 410 

Appendix A, Sect. A13 Foa
pi  can be explicitly related to the two parameters Sl

pi
 
and b, together with observations and other 

constraints (near equilibrium between Sa and Sm; preindustrial steady state between the several compartments). The net 

anthropogenic flux from the atmosphere to the OB Fao,net
ant , which, for observationally determined total net anthropogenic 

flux from the atmosphere to the TB Fat,net
ant , is complementary to the net flux to the LB Fal,net

ant , is a key determinant of the 

turnover time of excess CO2. Also, initially, subsequent to hypothetical abrupt cessation of emissions, this sink into the OB 415 

would be additive to the sink to the deep ocean Fmd,net
ant , which in the absence of sinks from the DO is equal to the annual 

increment in the DO stock, ΔSd . This total sink rate, indicated in the last row of Table 1 as ΔSd + ΔSo , depends on stocks in 

the several compartments at a given time, and not on emissions, and hence this total sink rate would be unchanged 

immediately following an abrupt cessation of emissions.  

In the present study the depth of the ML zm is taken as 100 m; this value was apparently assumed in previous versions of 420 

Fig. 2, but seems to be explicitly stated only in the predecessor figure shown in AR3 (Prentice et al., 2001). A mean 

thermocline depth of 75 m used by several prior investigators, importantly, Bolin and Eriksson (1959), appears to derive 

from the early study by Craig (1957) who gave it as 75 ± 25 meters, or, equivalently, 2 % of the ocean volume. The depth of 

the deep ocean, zd, is obtained by difference from the mean depth of the world ocean. The choice of zm directly influences 

the magnitudes of the stocks given for the ML, but does not greatly affect the lifetime of excess CO2. The stock given for the 425 

ML depends slightly also on the temperature (18˚C) and total alkalinity (2349 µmol kgsw
−1 ) taken for the ML; changes in 

these quantities would slightly change the PI stock in the ML but have little effect on anthropogenic perturbations.  

The budget developed here and shown in Fig. 2 also exhibits several substantial quantitative differences from the budgets 

presented in the IPCC Fourth and Fifth Assessment Reports (Denman et al., 2007; Ciais et al., 2013), Table 1, as noted here 

and detailed in Appendix A. The preindustrial value of gross primary production (GPP) given in AR4 (120 Pg yr-1) is 430 

retained, but possible enhancement of GPP accompanying the increase in atmospheric CO2 is explicitly recognized; within 

present observationally based and model estimates this fertilization effect might result in a substantial increase in GPP 

manifested in Fig. 2 by the range of anthropogenic increase in Fal (and Fla, which is only slightly less than Fal) up to 48 Pg 

yr-1. Attention is called also to factor-of-two lower preindustrial fluxes between the ML and the DO, including also the 

gravitationally induced flux of particulate carbon Fpc from the ML to the DO that is subsequently oxidized to DIC and 435 
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returned to the ML on long (multicentennial) time scales. The low values adduced here result from a value of the piston 

velocity vp describing the rate of exchange of water between the ML and the DO. This piston velocity, which is applicable to 

any globally distributed tracer, is determined here (Appendix A, Sect. A6) from measured rate of heat uptake by the deep 

ocean over the past 50 years as 5.5 m yr-1. This value of vp yields a much lower exchange rate between the two 

compartments than would be consistent with values of kgsw
−1  and Fdm

pi  (and Fmd,net
pi ) reported in AR4. (Values for the ML 440 

and the DO are not separately reported in Figure 6.1 or Table 6.1 of AR5).  

With respect to the anthropogenic perturbation, the magnitudes of integrated net drawdown from the AC into the TB and of 

integrated net LUC are increased somewhat over the values given by AR5; the cumulative net change in stock in the TB, the 

difference between the two quantities, -4 to +20 Pg, remains zero within uncertainty. An inherent uncertainty arises in the 

anthropogenic stocks in the DO and the OB associated with the so-called flattening of atmospheric CO2 in the 1940's and 445 

1950's. The cause of this flattening is not known; it has been ascribed to an increase in DO uptake of CO2 during this period 

(Trudinger et al., 2002; Bastos et al., 2016; Rubino et al., 2019), but an enhancement of uptake by the OB during this period 

cannot be ruled out. Hence the budget must allow for either possibility, increasing the uncertainty associated with both Sd
ant

and So
ant  (and hence also with Slo

ant ). Also shown explicitly are the cumulative net changes in stocks in the OB and in the 

total TB not including the decreases in these stocks due to LUC emissions, which are ascribed entirely to the OB. Showing 450 

these changes separately highlights the large cumulative net transfer of carbon from the atmosphere into the OB together 

with the large associated uncertainty range. This large range results mainly from uncertainty in the extent of transfer from the 

atmosphere to the LB versus the OB; such a large uncertainty does not attach, however, to the net cumulative transfer into 

the TB taken as a whole, which is constrained by conservation of matter.  

The net PD anthropogenic flux from the AC into the total TB Fa-lo,net
ant  = 4.0 ± 1.1 Pg yr-1 is determined from observations 455 

(Sect. A13) as the difference between present emission and uptake of CO2 into the AC, ML, and DO under the assumption 

that the total amount of CO2 in the system is conserved when emissions are accounted for; the uncertainty is dominated by 

uncertainty in emissions. This flux is somewhat greater than that given in AR5, 2.6 ± 1.2 Pg yr-1. The greater flux adduced 

here is in part a consequence of the greater anthropogenic emission in the 2016 time frame than in the earlier time frames of 

the prior assessments, 11.2 Pg yr-1 here versus 8.9 Pg yr-1 in AR5. The gross anthropogenic flux Fao
ant is essentially equal to 460 

the net flux Fao,net
ant  as the gross flux from the OB to the AC, Foa

ant , is virtually zero, mainly because the increase in OB stock 

due to transport from the AC is greatly diminished because of LUC emissions, which are taken as coming entirely from the 

OB.  

The PD annual increments of the several stocks ΔSi  are determined as follows. The annual increment of the atmospheric 

stock ΔSa  is determined directly from measurement of the global mean mixing ratio of atmospheric CO2. The annual 465 

increment of the ML stock ΔSm  is confidently determined from the equilibrium solubility of DIC together with ΔSa . The 
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annual increment of the DO stock, ΔSd , equal to the net flux Fmd,net
ant , is determined from the piston velocity between the ML 

and the DO, together with the values of the anthropogenic stocks in the two compartments. As the anthropogenic increment 

in the DO and the transfer coefficient kdm are both small, the resultant uncertainty in Fdm
ant  and in turn in Fmd,net

ant is quite 

small. The annual increment in the combined LB and OB stocks is confidently obtained by difference between fossil fuel 470 

emissions and the annual increments in the AC, ML, and DO; i.e., ΔSlo = dSlo
pd / dt =Qff − ΔSa − ΔSm − ΔSd = 4.0 ± 1.1 Pg 

yr-1. The apportionment of ΔSlo  to the LB and the OB depends on the net rate of increase of the OB stock due to transfer 

between compartments (i.e., not including LUC emissions), which is not directly constrained by observation, but ΔSo  is 

constrained to the range of 1.4 to 3.4 Pg yr-1 based on comparison of model results with observations (Sect. 7). Because of 

the long (multi-century) lifetime of carbon in the OB, [250, 600] yr, Sect. 5.8, this reservoir is usefully considered a sink of 475 

CO2 on the century time scale. The second such sink is the deep ocean DO, with flushing time 650 yr, Sect. 5.4. The sum of 

the rates of increase in these compartments ΔSo + ΔSd =  [3.0, 5.0] Pg yr-1, last row of Table 1, serves as a robust measure of 

the sink rate of anthropogenic CO2 in the three remaining tightly coupled compartments, the AC, the ML, and the LB.  

In comparison with previous assessments a puzzle arises that despite the large differences in preindustrial fluxes that are 

seemingly due to different piston velocities, the net anthropogenic flux to the DO obtained here and that given in AR4 are 480 

virtually identical, 1.6 Pg yr-1. It might be supposed that the agreement results from the much lower value of Sm
ant  

characteristic of the 1990's, 18 Pg, than that in the budget developed here for 2016, 32 Pg, a factor of 1.8; increasing Fmd,net
ant  

by that factor would result in Fmd,net
ant  = 2.9 Pg yr-1. However the value given in AR5 for Fam,net

ant , 2.3 ± 0.7 Pg yr-1, 

decremented by the annual rate of increase of CO2 in the ML, ΔSm = 0.5 Pg yr-1 determined here, again yields Fmd,net
ant  = 1.8 

Pg yr-1, so the apparent inconsistency in the prior budgets between the low rate of uptake of anthropogenic CO2 by the DO 485 

and the much greater rate of this uptake that would be required for consistency with the preindustrial fluxes is not resolved. 

The present budget stays with the lower gross and net fluxes between the ML and the DO that are consistent with the piston 

velocity adduced here and with other estimates of that quantity.  

Uncertainties in the several stocks and fluxes presented in Table 1 are traceable to uncertainties in the underlying 

observations, or for emissions, in the uncertainties provided with the emissions inventories. However, because the several 490 

budget terms are coupled, the uncertainties in the several terms cannot be treated as independent. For example if Fmd
ant  is at 

the high end of its uncertainty range, then Fa-lo,net
ant  would be required to be at the low end of its range, and vice versa; 

similarly a value of Qant at the high end of its uncertainty range would require a high value for Fa-lo,net
ant . Hence the several 

quantities cannot be independently varied over their respective uncertainty ranges; a full assessment of the uncertainties in 

the several budget terms awaits a more formal examination of these constraints. However for the present purpose of 495 

examination of the turnover time of excess CO2, the quantity contributing the greatest uncertainty to this turnover time is the 

total sink rate into the reservoir compartments Fa-lo,net
ant + ΔSd  

evaluated as the difference between annual emissions and the 
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annual rate of increase in the combined AC and ML compartment, Qant − ΔSam , which quantities are independently 

determined, permitting their uncertainty to be estimated as the quadrature sum (Appendix A, Sect. A14), yielding fractional 

uncertainty ±18 %. As the fractional uncertainty in Sam
ant , the combined anthropogenic stock in the AC and ML is much lower 500 

(±2 %), the fractional uncertainty in Qant − ΔSam  attaches to estimates of the turnover time of excess CO2 determined in 

Sect. 4.7 using the central values of the several quantities that are input into the further analysis.  

4. Transfer coefficients 

A principal objective of the CO2 budget analysis presented here is to serve as a framework for a model representing the 

evolution of the stocks of CO2 in the several compartments over the Anthropocene and to develop transfer coefficients that, 505 

together with the stocks in the leaving compartments Si permit evaluation of the fluxes between the several compartments 

Fij. The stocks and fluxes are extensive quantities, i.e., scaling with the amount of material in the system, and are therefore 

dependent on prior history of emissions. In contrast, the transfer coefficients are intensive quantities that can be considered 

properties of Earth's geophysical system for a given state of the climate, being controlled by wind speed and temperature 

(atmosphere-ocean transfer), ocean circulations (exchange between the ML and the DO), the concentration of DIC in the 510 

ML, and the productivity of terrestrial vegetation (exchange between the AC and the TB and net uptake of carbon by the 

TB). Values of the transfer coefficients kij are related to the stocks in the several compartments Si and the gross fluxes 

between the compartments Fij summarized in Figure 2 and Table 1 as 

kij =
Fij
Si

, (4.1) 

where i denotes the leaving compartment and j denotes the receiving compartment. The transfer coefficients kij, dimension 515 

inverse time, specify the fraction of the stock in compartment i that is transferred to compartment j per unit time and are thus 

central to describing the time evolution of the system. Values adduced here for the several transfer coefficients are 

summarized in Table 2.  

For the most part the transfer coefficients, being properties of Earth's geophysical system are constant with time over the 

Anthropocene. The transfer coefficient from the atmosphere to the ML ocean kam is treated as constant, being governed by 520 

wind speed, and the physical (Henry's law) solubility of CO2, and not dependent on the amount of CO2 in the AC or in the 

ML. Similarly, the transfer coefficients between the ML and the DO depend on the rate of exchange of water between the 

two compartments and not on the concentrations of DIC in either compartment. The transfer coefficients adduced here for 

CO2 are applicable also to radiocarbon (14CO2), apart from isotope effects of a few per cent at most (Keeling, 1979), 

neglected here.  525 
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Two important exceptions to the constancy of the transfer coefficients over time are the transfer coefficients of CO2 and of 
14CO2 from ML to the atmosphere, which must account for the decrease in solubility of total CO2 (i.e., the ratio of DIC to 

atmospheric CO2 mixing ratio) with higher atmospheric CO2 (Sect. 3.1 and Appendix B) as atmospheric CO2 has increased 

over the Anthropocene. Further exceptions to the constancy of the transfer coefficients are the transfer coefficients from the 

atmosphere to the LB and the TB, a consequence of the increase in GPP over the Anthropocene not being required to be 530 

proportional to the increase in atmospheric CO2 (Sect. 4.3).  

4.1. Transfer coefficients between the atmosphere and the ocean mixed layer  

The value of the transfer coefficient kam relating the gross uptake flux of CO2 into the world ocean to the atmospheric stock 

is shown by multiple means to be about 0.12 yr-1, with uncertainty about 30 %, Appendix A, Sect. A3. Although locally 

and instantaneously the transfer coefficient (or the transfer coefficient describing gross flux of any gas to the surface ocean) 535 

varies substantially, depending on situational variables, importantly wind speed (~ second power; e.g., Liss and Merlivat, 

1986; Wanninkhof et al., 2013), the global value may be considered an average for climatological wind speed, and indeed 

the transfer coefficient pertinent to CO2 is applicable (accounting for differences mainly in Henry’s law solubility constant 

and to lesser extent in aqueous-phase diffusion coefficient) to any uniformly distributed low- to intermediate-solubility gas, 

and vice versa. As such kam may be considered a constant of Earth's geophysical system, albeit one that is known only with 540 

accuracy of about 30 %.  

In contrast, as developed in Appendix B, the differential transfer coefficient characterizing the rate of relaxation of a 

perturbation from phase equilibrium between the ML and the AC, ′kma , is specific to CO2, being related to kam by a 

differential equilibrium constant for CO2 solubility, ′kma as  

′kma = ′Kmakam .  (4.2) 545 

′Kma , which is related to the familiar Revelle factor (Revelle and Suess, 1957; Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006, p. 332) is 

defined as  

′Kma ≡
dSa
dSm

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

 (4.3) 

(Sect. B.1, Fig. B1), the change in Sa per change in Sm, evaluated at an equilibrium state in the ML-atmosphere system for a 

particular DIC concentration (or a particular CO2 mixing ratio). The rate of transfer from the ML to the AC Fma is 550 

expressed in terms of the departure of Sm from its equilibrium value as Fma = ′kma Sm − Sm,eq( ) = ′Kmakam Sm − Sm,eq( ) . The 
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differential transfer coefficient ′kma  differs substantially from the transfer coefficient, kma, that would be evaluated from 

detailed balance consideration as kma = Kmakam , where 

Kma =
Sa
eq

Sm
eq  (4.4) 

is the equilibrium constant characterizing the volatility of DIC (expressed in terms of the stocks). The transfer coefficient 555 

kma is pertinent to the rate of transfer of radiocarbon from the ML to the atmosphere, as this transfer, unlike that of CO2 

itself, does not perturb the acid dissociation equilibria of the CO2 system. The several quantities ′kma , ′Kma , kma and Kma 

are not constant but depend on DIC concentration (or mixing ratio of atmospheric CO2) and hence vary over the 

Anthropocene (SI Sect. 3, Fig. S3.2).  

Accounting for the CO2 dissociation equilibria is essential in describing the transfer rates between the AC and the ML 560 

because only CO2 is transferred between the two compartments and because of shifts in the equilibria between H2CO3, 

HCO3
− , and CO3

2−  attendant with that transfer (Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006, p. 330). The differential equilibrium constant 

′Kma  can (and can only) be evaluated numerically from the known equilibrium constants for dissociation of CO2 in 

seawater, here using the program CO2SYS (Lewis and Wallace, 1998; Pierrot et al., 2006). As it is referred to the stock in 

the ML, ′kma is also dependent on (inversely proportional to) zm. As shown in SI Text Sect. S3, Fig. S3.1, for preindustrial 565 

CO2 mixing ratio 278 ppm and for zm = 100 m, ′Kma = 5.4, increasing to about 10 at present; the PD value of ′Kma  is equal 

to the ratio of the PD growths in the stocks in the two compartments shown in Fig. 2, ′Kma = ΔSa / ΔSm . The uncertainty in

′kma , ±30 %, derives from uncertainty in kam. 

An exception to the transfer coefficients for radiocarbon being taken as the same as for ordinary carbon (within neglect of 

isotope effects) is the transfer coefficient for radiocarbon from the ML to the atmosphere. The reason for the different 570 

transfer coefficient is that for ordinary CO2, exchange of carbon into or out of the ML results in shift of the equilibrium total 

solubility (i.e., the ratio of DIC concentration to CO2 partial pressure), whereas for radiocarbon, the solubility is determined 

by the solubility of ordinary CO2. Consequently the detailed-balance requirement for radiocarbon is  

kam
* Ra

eq = kma
* Rm

eq ,  (4.5) 

where the asterisk denotes the transfer coefficient for radiocarbon and Ri denotes the radiocarbon stock, from which  575 

kma
* = Ra

eq

Rm
eq kam

* = Sa
eq

Sm
eq kam

* = Kmakam
* = Kmakam .  (4.6) 
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Here the second and third equalities express the equality of the equilibrium constant of dissolution for radiocarbon and 

ordinary carbon Kma (note that the local equilibrium constant is written here in the sense of the volatility, not solubility), and 

the final equality explicitly notes that the mass transfer coefficient from the atmosphere to the ML is the same for both 

species. Kma is about an order of magnitude less than ′Kma , the ratio ′Kma /Kma  being equal to the Revelle factor 580 

(Appendix B, Eq B19; Appendix F, Fig. F1; see e.g.. Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006, p. 322). This results in kma
*  being about 

an order of magnitude less than ′kma , Table 2. Again with reference to Fig. 2, the PD value of Kma, given by the ratio of the 

two stocks, is about 0.92. 

4.2. Transfer coefficients between the ocean mixed layer and the deep ocean 

Transfer between the ML and the DO is characterized by the so-called piston velocity vp that represents the volume 585 

exchange rate between the two compartments divided by the area of the world ocean. This piston velocity is determined 

independently here from the rate of heat uptake by the world ocean over the past 50 years of increasing global mean 

temperature as 5.5 ± 1.8 m yr-1 (Appendix A, Sect. A6). The transfer coefficients between the two compartments are related 

to the piston velocity as  

kmd =
vp
zm

;   kdm =
vp
zd

. (4.7) 590 

These transfer coefficients represent the fractional annual rate of transfer between the two compartments of any globally 

distributed tracer and can be considered properties of Earth’s geophysical system The values are kmd = 0.055 ± 0.018 yr-1 

and kdm = (1.53 ± 0.5) × 10-3 yr-1, where the uncertainties reflect propagated uncertainty in vp. The values of kmd and kdm 

are dependent also on the values taken for the depths of the respective compartments, the piston velocity, which does not 

depend on zi, thus being more fundamental. However this caveat essentially applies only to kmd, for which zm is taken as 595 

100 m, as zd, equal to the depth of the world ocean 3683 m minus zm (100 m) is insensitive to the choice of zm. 

4.3. Transfer coefficients between the atmosphere and labile terrestrial biosphere  

As indicated in Fig. 2, the dominant exchange process between the atmosphere and the terrestrial biosphere is with the labile 

biosphere, the exchange to the obdurate biosphere being an order of magnitude or more lower. The gross flux of CO2 from 

the atmosphere to the LB Fal is taken here as gross primary production GPP; this gross flux is countered by a nearly equal 600 

flux Fla representing autotrophic and short-term heterotrophic respiration. The slight exceedance of present-day Fal over Fla 

results in an increase in the stock of the LB, the difference constituting the rate of increase. In the present analysis the GPP 

flux increases substantially from its preindustrial value, taken as 120 Pg yr-1, as indicated in observationally based analyses 
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and model estimates examined in Appendix C, the increase ascribed to a fertilization effect of increased CO2. An effective 

transfer coefficient kal corresponding to the GPP flux from the AC to the TB is defined as the quotient of this gross flux, 605 

FGPP upon the stock in the AC, Sa, all quantities explicitly denoted as a function of time,  

kal(t) =
FGPP(t)
Sa (t)

=
FGPP
pi

Sa
pi( )b

Sa (t)( )b−1 ,  (4.8) 

with both GPP and Sa increasing with time over the Anthropocene; the second equality follows from Eq 3.1. By this 

definition kal is not a constant over time, but would exhibit decrease or increase with time depending on whether the relative 

increase in GPP is greater or less than that of Sa or equivalently whether b > or < 1 (see Appendix C). For the range of the 610 

fertilization exponent b describing the dependence of GPP on xCO2 (eq 3.1) [0, 1.3] the PD range of kal is [0.14, 0.23] yr-1, 

virtually independent of the value taken for the preindustrial stock in the labile biosphere Sl
pi , Fig. 4. As discussed in Sect. 

7, the ranges of kal and other quantities are substantially further constrained by comparison of model results with 

observations. As in Fig. 3, the domain in ( Sl
pi , b) space that in the calculations with the model developed here is consistent 

with observations is indicated by the light red quadrilateral. Thus kal is further restricted by observations to the range [0.16, 615 

0.19], Table 2. In actuality, kal plays little role in the analysis of the carbon system presented here, as the rate of transfer Fal 

used in the analysis is explicitly calculated as a function of atmospheric CO2, Eq 3.1, rather than as the product of a transfer 

coefficient times a stock, and hence the designation of kal as an effective transfer coefficient; kal is presented in Table 2 in 

part to permit comparison with other transfer coefficients. Also, kal is pertinent to examination of the lag time of the LB 

stock relative to steady state. Finally, kal is explicitly used in the examination of the evolution of radiocarbon.  620  

The transfer coefficient kla describing the flux from the LB to the atmosphere is obtained from the requirement of 

preindustrial steady state for the PI stock in the LB, 

dSl
pi

dt
= 0 = FGPP

pi − klaSl
pi , (4.9) 

from which kla is given by the quotient of the PI GPP upon the PI stock in the LB,  625 

kla =
FGPP
pi

Sl
pi , (4.10) 

shown in Fig. 4b. In contrast to kal, kla is treated as a constant over time, the fraction of the LB stock that is returned 

annually to the atmosphere. Also in contrast to kal, kla is independent of b but strongly (inversely) dependent on Sl
pi , with 

range, as constrained by comparison of model results with observations, 0.19 to 0.8 yr-1, corresponding to turnover time of 

carbon in the LB of 1.2 to 5.3 yr, increasing with increasing Sl
pi .  630 
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4.4. Transfer coefficients between the atmosphere and obdurate terrestrial biosphere  

Like Fal, Fao is taken as a power law in Sa, with the same exponent b, 

Fao = Fao
pi Sa

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

 (4.11) 

As a consequence 

kao =
Fao(t
Sa (t)

) ,  (4.12) 635 

like kal, is temporally variable (as well as dependent on Sl
pi  and b). An expression for Fao

pi  that exhibits the dependence of 

this quantity on Sl
pi  and b is developed in Appendix A, Sect. A12, and shown in Fig. A1c. Like kal, kao is not directly used 

in the model calculations, the more directly relevant quantity being Fao. However the magnitude of kao, Fig. 4c, is of 

interest for scoping, estimation of time constants, and comparison, being at most 5 or 10 % of kao; as this is such a minor 

contribution to the flux from the atmosphere to the terrestrial biosphere, it is neglected in identifying preindustrial GPP with 640 

the preindustrial flux to the LB. Also shown, in Fig. 4d, is the transfer coefficient koa, evaluated as  

koa =
Fao
pi − Fom

pi

So
pi . (4.13) 

Like kla, koa is temporally constant, but it is dependent on the parameters Sl
pi  and b, further constrained by comparison of 

model results with observations to the range 0.0016 to 0.0078 yr-1.  

4.5. Summary of transfer coefficients 645 

The values of the several transfer coefficients are summarized in Table 2 and Fig. 5. Inspection of Fig. 5 would seem to 

imply that representation of the dynamics of CO2 in the four compartments requires eight transfer coefficients: kam, ′kma , 

kmd, kdm, kal, kla, kao, and koa. However the number of required independent parameters is readily diminished. First, by Eq 

4.7, kmd, and kdm are each related to the piston velocity vp as kij = vp/zi, thereby reducing the number of required 

independent parameters by one. Second, the transfer coefficient from the ML to the AC, ′kma , is related by ′Kma , the 650 

differential equilibrium constant introduced in Appendix A, Sect. A9 and evaluated in Appendix B, to the transfer 

coefficient from the AC to the ML, kam, as ′kma = ′Kmakam , (Eq 4.2), with further reduction of one independent parameter.  
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As noted in Sect. 4.4, the transfer coefficients kal and kao are not explicitly used in the present model. However the growth 

of GPP over the Anthropocene is treated as exhibiting a power law dependence on xCO2, by the fertilization exponent b, Eq. 

3.1, which, for FGPP
pi  taken as 120 Pg yr-1, just replaces these parameters by the exponent b, which is treated as an 655 

adjustable parameter, with further reduction of one independent parameter. Similarly, the transfer coefficient kla, which is 

given as the quotient kla = FGPP
pi / Sl

pi , with the preindustrial stock in the LB Sl
pi , also treated as an adjustable parameter. The 

transfer coefficient koa is evaluated based on the requirement of PI steady state (Eq 4.12) and is thus not independent.  

Thus in summary the independent parameters of the model are: kam, vp, Sl
pi , and b. Of these, two, vp and kam, can be 

considered universal geophysical quantities, vp being the piston velocity characterizing exchange of matter and heat between 660 

the ML and the DO, and kam being a deposition velocity that is the same for all low- to moderate-solubility gases after 

accounting for Henry's law solubility and a weak dependence on aqueous-phase diffusion coefficient. In contrast Sl
pi , and b 

are specific to the carbon system and not are tightly constrained by observations. Consequently these two parameters must be 

considered and treated as variable parameters, with the sensitivity to their values examined by running the model initially 

wide ranges that are narrowed by comparison of model output with observations.  665 

In conclusion of this discussion of transfer coefficients it must be underscored that the transfer coefficients, which are 

determined based solely on the PI and PD budgets of CO2 and thus derived from observations, are to be considered 

properties of the biogeophysical system controlling the transfer of CO2 among the several compartments and, as such, to be 

viewed as temporally constant over the Anthropocene. The exceptions to this are kal and kao, which are based on temporally 

changing GPP but, in any event, not used explicitly in the calculations, and kma, the value of which is controlled by the 670 

equilibria involving the changing amount of (total) dissolved CO2, with range indicated by the curly brackets in Table 2. 

Thus the several transfer coefficients must be considered properties of Earth's biogeochemical system, albeit, because of lack 

of observational constraint, uncertain by the ranges indicated by the square brackets in Table 2.  

5. Characteristic times in the CO2 system 

5.1. Residence time of CO2 molecules in the atmosphere 675 

The turnover time of atmospheric CO2 calculated (Eq. 2.1) as the quotient of the atmospheric stock  upon the total flux out 

of the AC would imply an atmospheric residence time of ~ 3 yr for either PI or PD conditions. This short lifetime is the 

residence time of individual CO2 molecules in the atmosphere would characterize the rate of labeled molecules in the 

absence of return flux, for example, the time constant characterizing the initial rate of decrease of atmospheric 14CO2 

resulting from a short-term emission from nuclear weapons testing prior to any substantial return flux (Appendix E). 680 
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However this quantity is not relevant to the turnover time of excess CO2 in the atmosphere, which, because of compensating 

reverse flows, is much greater than the residence time of individual molecules.  

5.2. Turnover time of excess atmospheric CO2 

An initial observationally based estimate of the turnover time of excess atmospheric CO2 can be obtained as the ratio of the 

stock to the net leaving flux,  685 

τ a
to,obs = Sa

ant

Qant − ΔSa
 (5.1) 

where the leaving flux is evaluated as the difference between the anthropogenic emission rate and PD atmospheric growth 

rate ΔSa . The resulting turnover time is 44 ± 7 yr, where the uncertainty derives mainly from uncertainty in anthropogenic 

emission rate. As this turnover time treats uptake into the ML and the LB as sinks, rather than as in rapid exchange with the 

AC, it is expected to yield an underestimate of the turnover time pertinent to excess CO2, a concern that is borne out in 690 

comparison of the several turnover times and adjustment times in Sect. 7.6.  

5.3. Equilibration time between the AC and the ML 

Knowledge of kam and ′Kma  permits determination of the time constant τam for relaxation of a perturbation in the amount 

of CO2 in the AC (or in the ML). To good approximation the relaxation time constant coupling these two compartments is 

τ am = kam + ′kma( )−1 = kam 1+ ′Kma( )⎡⎣ ⎤⎦
−1

 (5.2) 695 

with value τam ≈ 1.2 yr for preindustrial CO2 and about 0.7 yr at present (Appendix B). The uncertainty of ±30 % attached 

to the value of kam likewise attaches to τam. Moreover, as ′Kma  is inversely proportional to the depth taken for the ML, zm, 

and as the second term in Eq 5.2 is the dominant term, τam is likewise approximately proportional to zm. Despite the 

uncertainty and arbitrariness attached to τam, the value of this time constant leads to the conclusion that a perturbation in 

atmospheric CO2, such as from the anthropogenic increment, equilibrates between the atmosphere and the ML on the time 700 

scale of about a year. The near equilibrium state of the two compartments is consistent with the nearly equal values of the 

forward and reverse fluxes, in both the preindustrial and present states, Fig. 2. Examination of the relation between Sa and 

Sm in the output of model calculations confirms the close adherence to equilibrium between these stocks (Sect. 7.7).  

Because of the greater value of the transfer coefficient from the ML to the atmosphere for radiocarbon kma
*

 than for ordinary 

CO2 ′kma , the corresponding time constant is likewise greater, decreasing slightly over the Anthropocene, from 5 to 4 years.  705 
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5.4. Turnover time of excess CO2 in the atmosphere and the mixed layer together 

As pointed out by Rodhe and Björkström (1979), because of rapid equilibration of CO2 between the atmosphere and the ML, 

it useful to consider these compartments a single compartment. The turnover time of this compartment based on the 

combined anthropogenic stock, and on the total net anthropogenic leaving flux is  

τ am
to,obs = Sa

ant + Sm
ant

Fat
ant,net + Fmd

ant,net . (5.3) 710 

By conservation of matter, the net flux leaving the combined AC-ML compartment, the sum of the net fluxes into the TB 

and DO Fat,net
ant + Fmd,net

ant , is equal to the difference between annual anthropogenic emission and the sum of the annual 

increments in the AC and ML stocks,  

Fat,net
ant + Fmd,net

ant =Qant − ΔSa + ΔSm( )  (5.4) 

Because of near equilibrium between Sa and Sm, the annual increment in Sm, ΔSm , is confidently calculated from ΔSa  715 

(Appendix A, Sect. A9). Hence the turnover time of excess CO2 in the combined AC-ML compartment can be confidently 

determined from observations as  

τ am
to,obs = Sa

ant + Sm
ant

Qant − ΔSa + ΔSm( ) , (5.5) 

from which τ am
to,obs  = 54 ± 10 yr, where the uncertainty (18 %) is dominated by uncertainty in the denominator, which in turn 

arises from uncertainty in Qant and year-to-year variation in measured ΔSa  (SI Text Sect. S5, Fig. S5.1). Importantly this 720 

observationally determined turnover time is immune to uncertainty in vp or kam; it is likewise immune to uncertainty in the 

apportionment of the flux into the TB between the LB and the OB. Here it must be recognized that such a turnover time can 

remain constant only so long as the return flux from either sink compartment is small compared to the forward flux. The 

turnover time τ am
to,obs  is somewhat (32 %) greater than that determined for the AC only, τ a

to,obs , Sect. 5.2, because of greater 

numerator (the combined stocks in the AC+ML versus just the AC) and smaller denominator (subtracting the growth in the 725 

two compartments instead of only out of the AC). However, as is he situation with τ a
to,obs , the turnover time τ am

to,obs yields 

an underestimate of the compared to other measures of the lifetime of excess CO2, because of neglect of the rapid exchange 

with the LB, Sect. 7.6.  
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5.5. Transfer times between the ocean mixed layer and the deep ocean 

The inverses of kmd and kdm represent flushing times of the ML and DO compartments, 18 and 650 years, respectively, 730 

both quantities uncertain to ± 33 % from uncertainty in vp (in addition to arbitrariness in kmd arising from choice of zm). 

These flushing times establish that transfer of material, and specifically, here, of DIC, from the ML to the DO takes place on 

the decadal to centennial time scale, whereas transfer of material from the DO to the ML and ultimate equilibration of these 

two compartments take place only on the multicentennial to millennial time scale. Thus to good approximation on the 

century time scale, transfer of DIC from the ML to the DO can be considered an irreversible sink for anthropogenic CO2. 735 

This conclusion has important implications in consideration of the lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2.  

5.6 Turnover time of carbon in the terrestrial biosphere 

The turnover time of carbon in the TB (Eq 2.1) has been calculated by previous investigators as the quotient of the stock in 

the TB upon the leaving flux taken as GPP (e.g. Carvalhais et al., 2014; Yan et al., 2017) or NPP (e.g., Friend et al., 2013), 

the global carbon stock 2807−278
+428  Pg (Carvalhais et al., 2014; uncertainties converted to central 68 % confidence interval) 740 

yielding 23−2
+3.5  yr (Carvalhais et al., 2014). As explicitly stated by Carvalhais et al., this lifetime is a measure of the “mean 

residence time of a carbon atom in terrestrial ecosystems from its initial fixation by photosynthesis until its respiratory 

(including autotrophic respiration) or non-respiratory loss.” It is argued here that the residence time defined in this way is not 

the appropriate residence time pertinent to the retention of excess carbon due to anthropogenic emissions by the terrestrial 

biosphere. Rather, analogous to the turnover time of a CO2 molecule in the atmosphere, and as noted in Sect. 3.4, because of 745 

the large and opposing fluxes, this residence time is much shorter than the time scale on which the stock of carbon in the TB 

would decrease in response to a decrease in atmospheric CO2, the much more relevant time scale.  

5.7 Time for labile biosphere to reach steady state with the atmosphere 

Rather than considering the TB as a single compartment much insight is gained from considering the TB as two 

compartments as in the present budget analysis. With respect to the LB as indicated in Fig. 2 there is a large two-way flux 750 

between the LB and the atmosphere. This situation is analogous to the rapid exchange between the atmosphere and the ML 

ocean and leads to definition of a time constant for establishing steady state (not equilibrium, as between the AC and the 

ML) between these compartments, 

 τ al = kal + kla( )−1 , (5.6) 
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which, for present conditions exhibits the range [1,3] yr. Such a short lifetime relative to changes in the carbon system 755 

suggests that to good accuracy the LB may be considered to be in steady state with the atmosphere, a conclusion that is 

borne out in the numerical modeling (Sect. 7.7).  

5.8 Turnover time of carbon in the obdurate biosphere 

In contrast to the LB, but much more like the DO, the OB exhibits a long residence time against return of carbon to the AC. 

A measure of this lifetime is the quotient of the PI OB stock upon the sum of PI fluxes out of the OB, which at PI steady 760 

state is equal to Fao
pi + Fom , yielding a range [125, 525] yr for the turnover timeτo

to (Appendix A, Eq A43). Such a lifetime 

suggests that the OB serves as a sink for carbon on the century time scale but that return from the OB to the AC would be 

appreciable on the multicentennial time scale.  

5.9. Turnover time of excess CO2 in the combined AC-LB-ML compartment 

If exchanges between the AC and the LB and between the AC and the ML are sufficiently rapid, it is useful to consider these 765 

three compartments a single compartment, with anthropogenic stock Salm
ant = Sa

ant + Sl
ant + Sm

ant ; this assumption, examined 

with the present model in Sect. 7.7, is indeed found to be quite accurate, supporting the utility of defining the turnover time 

of this combined compartment for transfer into the long-lived compartments the DO and the OB as 

τ alm
to,obs = Sa

ant + Sl
ant + Sm

ant

Fao
ant,net + Fmd

ant,net , (5.7) 

which may be evaluated as  770 

τ alm
to,obs =

Sa
ant + Sl

ant,ss + Sm
ant,ss

Qant − ΔSa + ΔSm + ΔSl( ) . (5.8) 

For the best estimate of present anthropogenic emissions Qant
pd  = 11.2 Pg yr-1 what is denoted as a central estimate of this 

turnover time at present is obtained for values of Sl
ant  and ΔSl  corresponding to ( Sl

pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6); as seen in Fig. 3a 

and b, this point in the ( Sl
pi , b) plane falls on contours of Sl,ant

pd
  100 Pg and ΔSl  1.8 Pg yr-1 that pass through the central 

region of the quadrangle for which the model results are consistent with observations. The remaining quantities on the right 775 

hand side of Eq 5.8 are narrowly constrained by observations and the steady state between the ML and the AC; pertinent 

quantities are presented in the column in Table 3 denoted "Central." The resulting central estimate of the turnover time is 

103 years. This central estimate can be bounded by two limiting cases, corresponding to low Sl,ant
pd  and ΔSl , 25 Pg and 0.5 

Pg yr-1, respectively, and to high Sl,ant
pd  and ΔSl , 140 Pg and 2.7 Pg yr-1, respectively, controlled mainly by the allowable 

range of Sl
pi , Fig. 3. These bounds yield turnover time 67 and 158 years, respectively; when uncertainty inQant

pd , 1.1 Pg yr-1, 780 
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is taken into account the uncertainty range on PD turnover time in the combined AC-LB-ML compartment increases 

appreciably, to [62, 191] years. This dependence of the turnover time τ alm
to,obs  on Qant

pd  highlights the importance of 

uncertainty in emissions in determination of the lifetime of anthropogenic CO2 and more broadly in the budget of 

anthropogenic CO2. This measure of the lifetime of excess CO2 is compared with other measures of this lifetime in Sect. 

7.6. 785 

5.10. Observation-based rate of removal of excess CO2 from the AC and ML over the Anthropocene 

Similarly to determination of the PD turnover time as the quotient of the PD stocks and fluxes, this approach can be extended 

to the entire Anthropocene using measurements over this time of CO2 atmospheric mixing ratio from glacial ice cores 

(Etheridge et al., 1996) and from contemporaneous measurements in air together with emissions determined by inventory 

methods (SI Text Sect. S4; SI, Data table, sheet 4). Here, the measured values of Sa
ant  and  △Sa are augmented by Sm

ant  and790 

 △Sm , respectively, which are small (~10 %) relative to Sa
ant  and △Sa , with the result that any error in Sam

ant  and  △Sm  from 

this augmentation would be slight. The resulting plot of  Qant −△Sam  over the Anthropocene, 1750–2016 as a function of 

Sam
ant  is shown in Fig. 6 for ( Sl

pi , b) consistent with observations, Sect. 7. The observation-based removal rate of excess CO2 

from the AC and ML compartments obtained in this way adheres closely to a linear dependence on the amount of excess 

CO2 in these compartments throughout the Anthropocene. Further, as shown by the dashed black line forced through the 795 

origin and having slope 0.0184 yr-1 corresponding to τAM
to  = 54.3 yr determined for year 2016 (Sect. 5.4), this linear 

dependence provides a good match to the observations for the entire Anthropocene up to the present time, indicative of the 

constancy of the governing processes over this period.  
 

6. Model for CO2 budget over the Anthropocene  800 

The overview of the CO2 budget (Sect. 3, Fig. 2) and the transfer coefficients adduced in Sect. 4 provide the framework 

required for modeling the evolution of CO2 in the several compartments over the Anthropocene and future evolution in 

response to hypothetical changes in future emissions, including abrupt cessation, which permits determination of the 

adjustment time. This model, a quite minimalist model, is developed in this section.  

6.1. Full model 805 

As indicated in Fig. 6, the model presented here represents the stocks of CO2 (or carbon) in five compartments, the 

atmosphere, the mixed-layer ocean, the deep ocean, the labile biosphere, and the obdurate biosphere, and thus requires five 

equations representing changes in the stocks in those compartments. It should be underscored that a model such as this has 
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numerous antecedents in the early literature examining the carbon cycle, importantly Craig (1957), Bolin and Eriksson 

(1959), and Bacastow and Keeling (1973), and more recently Gloor et al. (2010), Raupach (2013), Raupach et al. (2014), and 810 

Graven (2015). Such simple models have largely been supplanted by a suite of CC models with yet many more parameters. 

Here the parameters are limited as much as possible to quantities that are constrained by observation.  

The rates of change of the stocks of CO2 (or DIC or terrestrial carbon) in each of the five compartments are represented by a 

set of coupled ordinary differential equations (ODEs) with the transfer rates being expressed in terms of the stocks Si and the 

transfer coefficients from compartment i to compartment j, kij,  815 

dSa
dt

=Qff (t)+Qlu(t)− kam Sa − Sa
eq( ) + ′kma(Sm) Sm − Sm

eq( )− FGPPpi Sa
Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

+ klaSl − Fao
pi Sa

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

+ koaSo  (6.1) 

dSm
dt

= kam Sa − Sa
eq( )− ′kma(Sm) Sm − Sm

eq( )− kmdSm + kdmSd + Fom
pi − Fpc  (6.2) 

dSd
dt

= kmdSm − kdmSd + Fpc   (6.3) 

dSl
dt

= FGPP
pi Sa

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
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⎞

⎠
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b

− klaSl . (6.4) 

dSo
dt

= Fao
pi Sa

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

− koaSo − Fom
pi −Qlu(t)  (6.5) 820 

Equation 6.1 may be seen as an expression of conservation of carbon stock in the entire system, the growth in the AC being 

the difference between emissions and net rates of transfer between the AC and the several other compartments. The terms 

Qff(t) and Qlu(t) in denote anthropogenic emissions into the AC of CO2 from fossil fuel combustion and other industrial 

activities and from net emissions into the AC from land use change, respectively (Appendix A, Sect. A7); emissions from 

land use change also diminish the stock in the OB, Eq 6.5. Reduction of the stock in the OB by net LUC emissions, and 825 

resultant decrease in Foa, would seem to be essential, although as noted by Friedlingstein et al. (2006) changes in the 

physical and biogeochemical properties of vegetation as a consequence of LUC emissions have generally been neglected in 

carbon cycle models, at least as of the time of that study.  

The several transfer coefficients are as developed in Sect. 4. The rates of transfer between the AC and the ML in Eqs 6.1 

and 6.2 are evaluated in terms of the departure of the actual stock Si and the stock Si
eq  that would be in equilibrium between 830 

the two phases for the time-dependent sum of the two stocks Sa + Sm using the equilibrium volatility constant 
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Kma = Sa
eq / Sm

eq  (Sect. 4.1, SI Sect. 3) and the differential equilibrium constant ′Kma = dSa / dSm( )eq , both obtained here 

using the program CO2SYS (Lewis and Wallace 1998; see SI Sect. S2, S3). The term FGPP
pi Sa / Sa

pi( )b in Eqs 6.1 and 6.4 

represents GPP, as a power law dependence on Sa with exponent b, treated as an adjustable parameter ranging from 0 to 1.3 

are taken from observational and modeling studies examined in Appendix C; that range is subsequently reduced by 835 

comparison of model results with observations, Sect. 7. The term Fao
pi Sa / Sa

pi( )b  in Eqs 6.1 and 6.5 contains the factor Fao
pi , 

the preindustrial flux from the AC to the OB, which is evaluated for specific Sl
pi  and b using the expression developed in 

Appendix A, Sect. A13 and is presented in Fig. A1; the term also includes the factor Sa / Sa
pi( )b  as with the corresponding 

terms for transfer between the AC and the LB. Included in Eqs. 6.2 and 6.4 is the preindustrial riverine flux, Fom
pi , from the 

OB to the ML and back to the AC and thence to the OB, a net-zero cycle of magnitude 0.6 Pg yr-1, which is responsible for 840 

the difference between Fat
pi  and Fta

pi  and for the slight disequilibrium between the ML and the AC prior to the anthropogenic 

perturbation (Sect. 2, Fig. 2; Appendix A, Sect. A2). The term Fpc  in Eqs 6.2 and 6.3 denotes the gravitational flux of 

particulate carbon from the ML to the DO, taken as 5.6 Pg yr-1, that gives rise to the preindustrial disequilibrium between 

these two compartments (Sect. 2, Fig. 2; Appendix A, Sect. A5).  

Because of nonlinearities introduced by the Fal and Fao fluxes and the transfer from the ML to the AC, the set of equations 845 

must be solved numerically rather than analytically; the nonlinearities are readily dealt with by numerical ODE solvers. The 

set of equations can be considered a five-compartment closed system, but because of conservation of matter within the five 

compartments, the dynamics of the system is fully represented by the equations in the stocks of the AC, the ML, the DO, and 

the LB, with the stock in the OB obtained by difference, and hence it is equivalent to a four-compartment open system. The 

model exhibits quite low drift, with changes in stocks <~  0.05 Pg over a 1000 year run with zero emissions.  850 

As reported in Sect. 7 the set of coupled ODEs (Eq 6.1-6.5) was solved for historical emissions of CO2 as a function of time 

over the Anthropocene (1750-2016) with results compared with observations. The initial conditions are the preindustrial 

conditions taken nominally for year 1750 as specified in Sect. 3. The total initial stock in the TB was taken as 2800 Pg; the 

initial stock in the LB was treated as an adjustable parameter Sl
pi , with the initial stock in the OB the complement. The 

model was also run for hypothetical abrupt cessation of emissions commencing in 2017 to permit determination of 855 

adjustment times.  

6.2. Model for radiocarbon 

A model for radiocarbon is developed in Appendix E. This model is essentially the same as that for ordinary carbon, 

differing principally in representation of exchange of 14CO2 between the atmosphere and the ML. As the temporal pattern 

of anthropogenic emissions of radiocarbon differs greatly from that for ordinary carbon because of the large pulse of 860 
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emissions due to atmospheric weapons testing in the 1950's and early 1960's, comparison of model response to observations 

for radiocarbon, Sect. 7.3, affords a stringent test of the model. 

6.3. Equilibrium–steady-state (ESS) model  

The short time constants (Sect. 5.3, Sect. 5.7) for establishing equilibrium between the stocks in the atmosphere and the ML 

and for establishing steady state between the stocks in the atmosphere and the LB suggest that it should be possible to 865 

accurately model the system under the assumption of equilibrium and steady state, respectively. This would reduce the 

number of compartments that need to be actively represented in the solution of the ODEs, although that is hardly a problem 

from a numerical perspective. Rather, demonstration of near equilibrium and steady state for the ML and the LB, 

respectively would lend insight into the dynamics of the global carbon system. As noted in Sect. 5.9 the assumption that the 

three compartments are tightly coupled leads to evaluation of the turnover time of excess CO2 as the ratio of the sum of the 870 

anthropogenic stocks in the three compartments upon the flux leaving these three compartments into the DO and the OB, 

which have much greater time constants. The differential equations leading to the ESS model are developed in Appendix D; 

comparison of the results from application of the model with the results from the full model in Sect. 7.7 confirms the 

accuracy of the ESS model thereby further justifying treatment of the three compartments as a single compartment for the 

purpose of inferring the turnover time and more broadly for interpreting the dynamics of CO2 in the biogeosphere.  875 

7. Application of the model 

7.1. Application of the model over the Anthropocene 

The set of equations Eq 6.1-5 was solved numerically for the time period 1740 to 2739 with the transport coefficients 

calculated from measured preindustrial and present day stocks and PD rate of annual increase in Sa stock ΔSa ; anthropogenic 

CO2 emissions (both fossil fuel and land-use) were ceased abruptly commencing in 2017 to examine the response of stocks 880 

in the several compartments. Because of lack of observational constraint on the two adjustable parameters Sl
pi  and b, these 

parameters were initially varied over the range Sl
pi  = [1, 100, ..., 1000] Pg and b = [0.01, 0,1, ..., 1.3]. Calculations were not 

carried out for values of ( Sl
pi , b) for which the rate of uptake by the combined LB and OB exceeded the rate of total uptake 

by the total TB as determined as total emissions minus growth rate in the AC, ML and DO compartments. Calculations were 

initiated with the preindustrial values of stocks given in Fig. 2. Historical anthropogenic emissions from 1750 to 2016 were 885 

modified from Le Quéré et al. (2018a) by assumption of a linear rate of increase in LUC emissions from 1750 to 1850; the 

emissions data are shown in Fig. S4.1 (SI Text Sect. S4 and are tabulated in SI, Data table, sheet 3.  

The model developed here readily permits examination of the anthropogenic stocks and fluxes (evaluated as the differences 

relative to preindustrial) as a function of time for a specified pair of parameters Sl
pi  and b and for specified emissions. The 
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disposition of emitted CO2 among the several compartments is shown in Fig. 7a over the historical period and following 890 

hypothetical abrupt cessation of emissions for Sl
pi  = 400 Pg and b = 0.6. During the historical period, as expected, the 

anthropogenic stocks in all the compartments (except for the OB) increase with time, as driven by anthropogenic emissions; 

the changes in the stocks in the several compartments following abrupt cessation of emissions are examined in Sect. 7.5. The 

anthropogenic stock in the OB is the algebraic sum of uptake due to transfer between the AC to the OB (positive) and LUC 

emissions (negative). In the present model the stock in the obdurate biosphere decreases throughout the Anthropocene 895 

roughly to the present time, although, as shown in Fig. 7a and more explicitly from the derivative of the stock shown in Fig. 

7b, the stock in the OB has reached a minimum and is increasing slightly at present. This is a consequence of increased 

uptake from the AC to the OB that results from increased stock in the AC; the timing of this minimum depends somewhat on 

the parameters Sl
pi  and b. As required by conservation of matter the sum of the anthropogenic stocks in the several 

compartments plus the integrated LU emissions is equal to the integral of total emissions. Likewise the sum of the stocks in 900 

the several compartments is equal to the total FF emissions (including cement manufacture). During the historical period 

excess CO2 is present mainly the atmosphere followed by the OB, the DO, and the TB; uptake by the OB (not counting the 

decrease in OB stock due to LUC emissions), also shown in Fig. 7a, is a substantial fraction of the total. Increases in the 

stocks in the ML and the LB mirror that in the atmosphere, but at lower magnitude. Attention is called to the stock in the AC 

exceeding integrated FF emissions, Ωff
ant , until about 1968, a situation that was recognized as early as 1989 (Keeling et al., 905 

1989); again the exact crossing point depends slightly on model parameters. This exceedance is due to the relatively large 

contribution from LU emissions, the annual LU emissions exceeding FF emissions until about 1950, and the integrated LU 

emissions exceeding integrated FF emissions until about 1985 (SI Text, Sect. 4).    

Further insight is gained from examination of the fluxes and rates of change in the several stocks shown in Fig. 7b and Fig. 

7c; fluctuations in the rates of change in Sa and So (Fig. 7b) are due mainly to year-to-year variation in the emissions 910 

employed in the calculation (SI Text Sect. S4, Fig. S4.1). The two components of the negative rate of change shown for So,  

net transfer from the AC and the rate of LUC emissions are shown separately in Fig. 7c, which has the same vertical scale as 

Fig. 7b. As the rate of transfer from the OB to the AC Foa
ant  is small, the net rate of transfer Fao

ant,net  closely matches the 

gross flux Fao
ant , both of which are positive throughout the Anthropocene.  

7.2. Comparison with observed CO2 mixing ratio over the Anthropocene 915 

Modeled mixing ratios of atmospheric CO2 over the Anthropocene and subsequent to abrupt cessation of emissions are 

shown Fig. 8 for a wide range of parameter values ( Sl
pi , b), along with observed mixing ratio from Antarctic glacial ice 

cores and from contemporaneous measurements of CO2 in air. All model variants reproduce the increase in atmospheric 

CO2 observed over the Anthropocene and likewise exhibit substantial decrease in atmospheric CO2 subsequent to cessation. 
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However within the parameter space examined there are considerable differences in detail. In particular several model 920 

variants exhibit the increase in atmospheric CO2 that is much delayed relative to observations, as shown by the inset 

centered about year 1925; comparison with observations in this time frame, with the criterion that xCO2(1925) be not less 

than 300 ppm, permits several model variants to be excluded. The second inset, centered about 2017, similarly compares 

model results with present-day CO2 xCO2(2017), a synthesis of multiple contemporaneous measurements as presented by Le 

Quéré et al., (2018a,b), showing that several model variants substantially exceed observations, likewise allowing exclusion 925 

of variants for which modeled xCO2(2017) exceeds 410 ppm. All model variants result in substantial recovery of atmospheric 

CO2 subsequent to cessation of emissions but on time scales that vary substantially as indicated in the main figure and as 

examined more systematically examined in Sect. 7.6. The dependences of the modeled values of these two observable 

quantities xCO2(1925) and xCO2(2017), on the parameters ( Sl
pi , b) shown in Fig. 9a permit identification of the subset 

of ( Sl
pi , b)  space that is consistent with the observations as the light blue region between the two bolded contours in the 930 

figure. These constraints greatly limit the range of ( Sl
pi , b) that, within the present model, is consistent with observations.  

7.3. Application of the model to radiocarbon and additional observational constraints 

Because transfer of radiocarbon in the environment is controlled by the same processes and essentially the same transfer 

coefficients as ordinary carbon (except for kma
* ; Sect. 4.2), the present model must accurately describe the evolution of 

radiocarbon over the nuclear era and more broadly over the Anthropocene. Radiocarbon provides a further stringent test of 935 

the model, and constraint of model parameters, for several reasons. Most importantly in contrast to ordinary carbon, 

emissions of which increased gradually and more or less monotonically over the Anthropocene, radiocarbon emissions were 

sharply peaked in the late 1950's and early 1960's, a consequence of atmospheric weapons testing and subsequent nearly 

complete cessation of such tests immediately following the test ban treaty, Fig. E1. This abrupt cessation of emissions serves 

as a stringent test of the ability of the present model or any model to represent the decrease in atmospheric CO2 that would 940 

follow hypothetical cessation of emissions of ordinary carbon necessary to determine adjustment time of excess atmospheric 

CO2. Further, as developed here comparison of modeled and observed radiocarbon provides additional constraints on the 

model parameters b and Sl
pi ; details of the model calculations including emissions are reported in Appendix E. Model 

results and observations for atmospheric and oceanic 14C stocks are compared in Fig. 10 for several pairs of ( Sl
pi , b). 

Modeled anthropogenic 14C stocks, Fig. 10a, denote changes relative to 1750; the decrease in the stock in the obdurate 945 

biosphere is due to LUC emissions. Atmospheric 14CO2 abundance was determined by analysis of dendrochronologically 

dated tree rings and by direct measurement. Oceanic 14CO2 was determined by ocean surveys. Radiocarbon abundances in 

the several compartments are represented in the model as stock in units of 1026 atoms, as is conventional in the oceanic 

geochemistry literature. In contrast atmospheric abundance of 14CO2 is most commonly reported as Δ14C, the difference in 
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14C/12C isotope ratio from that of a standard, corrected for fractionation by reference to the isotope ratio of 13C (Stuiver 950 

and Polach, 1977). Reported Δ14C values of atmospheric CO2 are converted to stocks according to Levin et al., (2010) as 

described in Appendix E.  

Several points in the comparisons with observations should be noted. First the several variants of the present model for 

different values of parameters Sl
pi  and b all closely reproduce the observed gradual increase in atmospheric 14CO2 over the 

pre-bomb Anthropocene (1750-1950), Fig. 10b. All model variants also closely reproduce the observed rapid increase in 955 
14CO2 that is due to emissions from atmospheric weapons testing. However, for model variants corresponding to low values 

of Sl
pi , the modeled increase substantially exceeds the observations, Fig. 10b; this is attributed to the inability of the LB to 

sufficiently draw down the emitted 14CO2 with such a low stock in this compartment. These comparisons thus provide a 

further constraint on ( Sl
pi , b), shown in Fig. 9b by the bold contour at 730 × 1026 atoms.  

All model variants likewise exhibit a decrease in atmospheric 14CO2 subsequent to the maximum, reaching a plateau or 960 

minimum around year 2005, as seen also in observations (Graven et al., 2017, Figure 12C) and in modeling (Graven, 2015, 

Figure S1); the rates of decrease and value of subsequent plateau or minimum at around year 2010 vary with the choice of 

parameters, although none of the model variants yields an exact match to observations. The observations and several of the 

model variants show a slow increase subsequent to about year 2005; this increase is attributed mainly to increase in ordinary 

CO2 that drives radiocarbon from the ocean to the atmosphere.  965 

The present model results for oceanic radiocarbon (sum of ML and DO) are compared in Fig. 10c with observations and 

with previous model calculations. The comparisons at year 1994 show that variants of the present model with ( Sl
pi , b) (700, 

0.4) and (900, 0.4) result in modeled oceanic radiocarbon that is less than, to well less than, the lower bound to the ocean 

inventory, 300 × 1026 atoms, thereby excluding such values of Sl
pi . These comparisons, shown also in Fig. 9b further 

constrain the range of model variants that are consistent with observations. The present model results also compare well with 970 

previous models, Fig. 10c. The several comparisons allow identification of the region of ( Sl
pi , b) space that is consistent 

with observations, shown by the light red quadrangle in Fig. 10c and d.  

In summary, the application of the present model to radiocarbon, based on well understood equilibria and transfer kinetics, 

and with transfer coefficients constrained by observations of ordinary carbon, accurately reproduces available measurements 

of radiocarbon in the several compartments and adds further constraints on the parameters Sl
pi  and b. This examination of 975 

radiocarbon lends further confidence in application of the parent model to ordinary CO2.  
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7.4. Dependence of other modeled quantities on adjustable parameters 

The several constraints resulting from observational comparisons result in substantial limitation of the allowable range of 

values of ( Sl
pi , b) from the initially examined range Sl

pi  = [0 Pg, 1000 Pg]; b = [0, 1.3]. The resulting allowable range of      

( Sl
pi , b) pairs is shown by the region demarcated by the light red quadrilateral in Fig. 9d, the intersection of the regions in        980 

( Sl
pi , b) space that are consistent with observations within the present modeling framework. Although these constraints 

considerably limit the values of these parameters, considerable latitude remains in these parameters and in quantities that are 

dependent on them. These dependences are examined here.  

The bounds on the fertilization exponent 0.4 ≤ b ≤ 0.9 set bounds on the increase in GPP over the Anthropocene. For GPP 

related to CO2 mixing ratio by Eq 3.1, for b = 0.9 the PD increase of Sa relative to its PI value in Fig. 2 would yield an 985 

increase in GPP of 40 % i.e., from 120 Pg yr-1 to 168 Pg yr-1. Such a value would place PD GPP toward the high end of the 

range of modeling and observational studies summarized in Appendix C (Fig. C1). In contrast the lower bound on b, about 

0.4, would result in an increase in GPP of only 16 % above PI, i.e., from 120 Pg yr-1 to 139 Pg yr-1. Within the present 

model the range in b consistent with observational constraints is thus consistent with an increase in GPP over the 

Anthropocene ranging from 19 to 55 Pg yr-1, a rather large range that would seem capable of being more tightly constrained 990 

by observations.   

As noted in Sect. 4 in conjunction with Fig. 4, the transfer coefficients describing fluxes of carbon between the atmosphere 

and the two terrestrial biosphere compartments exhibit dependence on assumed values of Sl
pi  and b the ranges of which are 

substantially limited by the observational constraints on the range of ( Sl
pi , b). The resulting limitations in range are shown 

by superposition of the light red quadrilateral in ( Sl
pi , b) space shown in Fig. 9d onto the contour diagrams for the several 995 

transfer coefficients; similarly also onto contours for Sl,ant
pd  and dSl

pd / dt , Fig. 3.  

7.5. Response of stocks and fluxes to hypothetical abrupt cessation of emissions 

As noted in Sect. 7.1, in addition to the model runs over the Anthropocene using historical emissions, an abrupt cessation 

experiment was carried out in which anthropogenic emissions were set to zero commencing in 2017, yielding stocks of 

carbon in the several compartments as if emissions had ceased subsequent to that year. Results presented in Fig. 7a for the 1000 

example ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6) show peaks in modeled stocks in the AC, LB, and ML at (or within a year or two of) 

cessation of emissions. Subsequent to cessation the anthropogenic stocks in these compartments all decrease; the time period 

shown, nearly 200 years following cessation, encompasses that over which atmospheric CO2 would decrease substantially 

toward its preindustrial value, the time period of principal interest in this study. For this particular set of parameters the 

anthropogenic stock of atmospheric CO2 decreases to 1/e of its value at the time of cessation in 115 years. In contrast the 1005 

stocks in the DO and the OB continue to increase, thus exhibiting continued removal of carbon from the AC, ML and LB. 
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The peaks in the stocks in these three compartments are followed by decreases over the next 200 years or so as CO2 is 

transferred into the DO and the OB, which are sink compartments on this time scale, the total anthropogenic carbon 

remaining constant. Over this time period atmospheric CO2 recovers substantially toward its preindustrial value, establishing 

that it is this time period that is pertinent to the lifetime of excess CO2, as set out in the Introduction.  1010 

The rates of change of the several stocks dSi/dt subsequent to cessation differ qualitatively, Fig. 7b. The abrupt decreases 

and change in sign from positive to negative in the rates of change of Sa, Sl, and Sm shown in Fig. 7b show that the stocks in 

these compartments begin to decrease immediately upon cessation of emissions. The rate of change the stock in the AC 

δ (dSa / dt)  exhibits a step-function change of sign, going from positive to negative, as it is no longer driven by emissions, 

which, prior to cessation, exceeds loss by transport into other compartments. The magnitude of the decrease in dSa/dt at the 1015 

time of cessation, δ (dSa / dt) , is roughly equal to the present rate of anthropogenic emissions, about 10 Pg yr-1 (Fig. 2); 

after cessation the rate of change in Sa consists only of the transport terms. The rates of change of the stocks of the ML and 

the LB exhibit similar step-function change of sign, as these changes are driven mainly by the annual change in the 

atmospheric stock, now negative rather than positive. The magnitude of decrease in dSm/dt, δ (dSm / dt) , is roughly equal to 

( ′Kma )
−1 δ (dSa / dt) , Eq 4.3; for ( ′Kma )

−1  about 0.1 at present, Table 2, δ (dSm / dt) is about 1 Pg yr-1. Similar 1020 

considerations apply toδ (dSl / dt) , but with magnitude depending on the parameters Sl
pi  and b.  

In contrast to the AC, ML, and LB, the sink compartments DO and OB continue to exhibit positive rate of increase after 

cessation of emissions, and the rates of net transfer into the two sink compartments the DO, Fmd
ant,net = dSd / dt , and the OB, 

Fao
ant,net = dSo / dt −QLUC , (Fig. 7b) are initially unchanged, Fig. 7c. (The abrupt increase in dSo / dt at year 2017 is due to 

cessation of LUC emissions, after which time dSo / dt coincides with Fao
ant,net .) The net fluxes into these compartments are 1025 

driven by the differences between the stocks in the AC or ML and the respective sink compartments, which do not 

immediately change at the time of cessation. Over time as the stock in the AC and ML decrease, all derivatives approach 

zero as the system approaches a new steady state, with the integrated emissions being apportioned to the several 

compartments as indicated at year 2200 in Fig. 7a. Importantly, for values of these parameters consistent with observational 

constraints, the excess atmospheric CO2 due to anthropogenic emissions decreases greatly following cessation of emissions, 1030 

with the long-term value of xCO2 at 300 years after cessation ranging from 297 to 307 ppm (Fig. 11a) or 15 to 23 % of the 

increment in atmospheric stock at the time of cessation, demonstrating the substantial reduction in xCO2 following cessation 

that is a premise of the definition of adjustment time. The long-term evolution of atmospheric CO2 is further examined in 

Sect. 7.9 
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7.6. Turnover times and adjustment times of excess CO2 1035 

As noted in conjunction with Eq 2.2 the turnover time of a substance in a reservoir can be evaluated as a function of time as 

the quotient of the pertinent stock upon the leaving flux. For CO2 in the biogeosphere identification of pertinent stock or 

stocks and leaving flux or fluxes is not immediate because of exchanges between reservoirs. If these exchanges are rapid, 

then it is useful to consider the stocks in the pertinent compartment(s) as a single stock in the numerator, and the sum of the 

leaving fluxes from that joint compartment as the denominator. As suggested by comparison of the time constants for 1040 

establishing equilibrium between the ML and the AC (about a year, Sect. 5.3) and for establishing steady state between the 

LB and the AC (1-3 yr, Sect. 5.7) with the present-day observationally determined turnover time of CO2 in the three 

compartments taken together (54 – 114 years, Sect. 5.9), it seems useful to consider these three compartment as a single 

stock for purpose of evaluating the turnover time from the model results. This assumption is confirmed by the close 

agreement between the ESS model and the full model, Sect. 7.7.  1045 

The several turnover times and adjustment times defined in Sect. 2 are compared in Fig. 12a using the model results prior 

and subsequent to cessation of anthropogenic emissions, again for the example of ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6). As noted in Sect. 

2, turnover times can be evaluated at all times from the budget or from a model, whereas the several adjustment times can be 

evaluated only in the absence of anthropogenic emissions, requiring a numerical model (or actual cessation of anthropogenic 

emissions). Several points should be noted in comparing these lifetimes. For the parameter values of the example, prior to 1050 

cessation of emissions the instantaneous turnover time for the atmospheric stock τ a
to  is about 45 years, that for the combined 

AC-ML compartment τ alm
to  is about 54 years, and that for the AC, LB, and ML combined τ alm

to  is about 112 years. The PD 

values from the model agree closely with those determined from the PD budget, shown by the filled markers in the figure; 

such agreement at present is expected because the model parameters are obtained from the observed budget. At the time of 

cessation of emissions τ a
to  and τ alm

to  rapidly increase to essentially the same value as τ alm
to ; in contrast τ alm

to  remains 1055 

unchanged. The reason for the increases in τ a
to  and τ alm

to  is that the net leaving fluxes from the AC to the LB and the ML are 

quickly diminished upon cessation of emissions, Fig. 7b, which, with Sa and Sm initially remaining constant, results in the 

rapid increases in τ a
to  andτ alm

to . Such a change in turnover time upon the change in emissions is indicative that the turnover 

time so defined is not an intrinsic property of the system. In contrast, the turnover time τ alm
to  being unchanged upon 

cessation of emissions is indicative that this quantity is intrinsic to the system as opposed to being dependent on the rate of 1060 

anthropogenic emissions. The reason for the constancy of τ alm
to across the cessation is likewise readily understood from the 

stocks, Fig. 7a, and the leaving fluxes, Fmd
ant,net = dSd / dt , Fig. 7b, and Fao

ant,net , Fig. 7c, both being continuous across the 

cessation.  

After cessation the turnover times for the AC τ a
to  and for the combined AC-ML compartment τ am

to  rapidly approach that for 

the combined AC-ML-LB compartment. This is also readily understood. Because the time constants for establishing 1065 
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equilibrium and steady state among these compartments are short, the stocks are all proportional to each other and the 

leaving fluxes are proportional to the individual stocks, Sect. 7.7. Hence the ratio of stock to leaving flux is the same for the 

AC and for the combined AC, ML, and LB compartment. The agreement of the three turnover times subsequent to cessation 

is further confirmation of the utility of treating the three compartments as a single compartment for the purpose of evaluating 

the turnover time at all times. Additionally, the three turnover times coincide also with the instantaneous adjustment times 1070 

subsequent to cessation. Of course the ambiguity associated with the choice of turnover time does not attach to the 

definitions of the adjustment times. However the agreement of τ alm
to  with the adjustment times τ a

adj  and τ alm
adj  in the model 

calculations, once again demonstrates the necessity of treating the three compartments together in evaluating the turnover 

time from observational data. The agreement of the lifetimes determined by the several approaches before and after cessation 

of emissions confirms that the lifetime of excess CO2 so determined being due to the workings of the controlling 1075 

geophysical processes and not an artifact that is due to the temporal profile of anthropogenic emissions. 

Subsequent to cessation of emissions, the atmospheric stock of CO2 decreases as shown in Fig. 8a and in Fig. 12a, again for 

the example ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6). As the net leaving fluxes diminish more rapidly than the excess stocks, the 

instantaneous turnover time and the instantaneous adjustment time, which are temporally local measures of the normalized 

removal rate, increase, substantially, Fig. 12a, over the time period over which the stocks decrease, from about 110 years at 1080 

the time of cessation, for this example, to about 225 years in year 2200, by which time anthropogenic atmospheric CO2 has 

decreased to about 25 % of its value at the time of cessation. In contrast, the increases are much less in the several 

adjustment times that are evaluated over a time horizon extending from the time of cessation to a given time of interest: the 

time-average adjustment time τt-avg (Eq 2.4); the amount-weighted average adjustment time (Eq 2.5); and the equivalent 

1/e lifetime τE, (Eq 2.6) shown as a function of time horizon in Fig. 12a, all three of which agree closely. For the example 1085 

examined here, the amount-weighted average adjustment time τa-avg at year 2200, has increased only to 128 years.  

Also shown in Fig. 12a is a fit of a decaying exponential function, with zero baseline, to the fraction of excess atmospheric 

CO2 at the time of cessation remaining as a function of time subsequent to cessation; the fit was carried out for the initial 

100 years subsequent to cessation with annual points equally weighted. The fit closely matches the modeled profile, over the 

indicated time period, during which, for this example, CO2 has decreased to 40 % of its value at the time of cessation. The 1090 

resultant time constant for this example τCO2Fit is 105 yr, in close agreement with the other measures of the adjustment time. 

In sum multiple measures of the lifetime – the turnover time for the combined AC-LB-ML stocks, and the several definitions 

of the adjustment time – all yield values for the lifetime that agree closely, which, for the example examined, is about 110 yr.  

The dependence of τt-avg, τa-avg, and τE on the fraction of excess CO2 present at the time of cessation that remains in the 

system, Fig. 12b, shows the near equality of these several measures of adjustment time until this fraction plateaus out at the 1095 
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long time value, about 16 %; see also Sect. 7.9. Also shown, top axis, is the time since cessation of emissions corresponding 

to the fractional decrease of excess atmospheric CO2 on the bottom axis. Throughout the period of time over which CO2 

recovers substantially to its preindustrial value these three measures of adjustment time increase only slowly, until finally 

abruptly increasing as the plateau is reached.  

The same examination of multiple measures of lifetime was carried out for parameter values Sl
pi  ranging from 0 to 1000 Pg 1100 

at intervals of 100 Pg, and b, ranging from 0 to 1.3 at intervals of 0.1; the results for the multiple measures of the lifetime are 

shown in Fig. 11b-d. Fig. 11b presents the PD turnover time for the combined AC-LB-ML compartment, τ alm
to  evaluated 

algebraically as in Sect. 5.9 for observationally constrained uptake extent and rate in the AC and the ML and for Sl
ant,pd

 
and 

dSl
ant,pd / dt  calculated as a function of parameters Sl

pi  and b. This turnover time compares well with two measures of 

adjustment time, the time constant obtained by fit to decay curves of for atmospheric CO2 over the first 100 years after 1105 

cessation of emissions τCO2
fit  and the equivalent 1/e lifetime evaluated at 100 years after cessationτE(100 yr) . The close 

agreement of these several measures of lifetime throughout the observationally constrained ranges of Sl
pi  and b provide yet 

enhanced confidence to the lifetime determined in any of these ways as an accurate measure of the time scale over which, in 

the absence of anthropogenic emissions, atmospheric CO2 would recover to its preindustrial value. The range of decay 

curves consistent with observationally constrained range of ( Sl
pi , b), with time constants 70 to 140 years (Fig. 11c), is shown 1110 

also by the central value and the limits of the light red band in Fig. 1a. Plotted there on a semilogarithmic scale, these decay 

curves exhibit slight upward curvature over the 100 year time period examined, consistent with slight increase with time 

subsequent to cessation of the instantaneous adjustment time (inverse of local slope, apart from a factor of ln 10). The three 

profiles shown, and more generally all the profiles within the indicated range, exhibit near exponential decay during the time 

over which atmospheric CO2 recovers substantially to its preindustrial value.  1115 

7.7. Accuracy of equilibrium–steady-state (ESS) assumption 

The accuracy of the assumptions of equilibrium between and atmosphere and the ML and of steady state between the 

atmosphere and the LB the ESS model (Sect. 6.3, Appendix D) was examined by running the ESS model for the same 

conditions as the full model. In brief, as shown in Fig. 13a-e for a particular pair of Sl
pi  and b, these assumptions are quite 

accurate. Specifically, the several panels show the anthropogenic stocks (difference between modeled stock and preindustrial 1120 

value) in the several compartments as evaluated by the exact model (Eqs 6.1 - 6.5) and by the ESS model (Eqs 6.3, 6.5, 

D10) for Sd, So, and Sa, respectively, together with algebraic expressions (Eqs D2, D5) for Sm and Sl, respectively. 

Demonstrating the accuracy this model with a reduced set of differential equations is of little importance in terms of 

improving the capability of solving the system of ODEs. Rather, its importance is in establishing the utility of considering 
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the three compartments, the AC, LB, and ML as a single compartment in which the amount of carbon rises or falls together, 1125 

for the purpose of defining a turnover time pertinent to excess CO2. The turnover time for the stock in this combined 

compartment defined under this assumption by Eq 5.4 and evaluated from observations in Sect. 5.9 was compared in Sect. 

7.6 with the turnover time evaluated from the model results and with several measures of the adjustment time of excess CO2 

defined in Sect. 2. Figure 13f compares the anthropogenic stocks in the AC, Sa; ML, Sm; and LB, Sl; each normalized to its 

value at the time of cessation of emissions. The close agreement of the three curves demonstrates the proportionality of the 1130 

several compartments. Hence the several adjustment times pertinent to these reservoirs or combined reservoirs are essentially 

identical, as shown in Fig. 12a. 

7.8. Comparison with results from carbon-cycle models and with observations 

The results obtained with the present model are compared to those from studies with carbon cycle models of various 

complexity and with observations over the past 150 years (Fig. 14), and over the past 60 years (Fig. 15), for which 1135 

contemporaneous in-situ measurements of atmospheric CO2 are available. In these figures results from the present model are 

shown for three values of the parameter pairs ( Sl
pi , b), specifically (400 Pg, 0.6), (600 Pg, 0.5), and (200 Pg, 0.6), spanning 

the range of values consistent with observations, Fig. 9. As seen in the several panels of Fig. 14 and Fig. 15, the modeled 

quantities are virtually insensitive to the parameters within the indicated range and hardly distinguishable on the scales of the 

figures. The present results for atmospheric CO2 mixing ratio, Fig. 14a, exhibit substantially better agreement with 1140 

measurements than most of the models shown. With respect to the several fluxes, the present model results are broadly 

consistent, in magnitude and slope, with those obtained with CC models. Perhaps the most striking difference is that the 

present results exhibit less, to substantially less, interannual fluctuation than individual CC models and, for net flux to the 

terrestrial biosphere, than the multi-model mean (Fig. 15b); these fluctuations result from year-to-year variation in the 

meteorological and other processes governing these fluxes on short time scales being represented in the CC models but not 1145 

in the present model.   

In the early years of the run the present model shows significantly greater net atmosphere-to-ocean flux than the CC models 

(Fig. 14b). This is attributed to the CMIP protocol initiating the runs from a prescribed steady state at 1850 and reckoning 

anthropogenic uptake relative to the flux at that time. The greater flux in the present model results is attributed to the 

increase in CO2 between the start of the present model run, 1750, and 1850 (consistent with measurements, Fig. 8a) that 1150 

gives rise to a net anthropogenic flux into the ocean, with magnitude in 1850, 0.16 Pg yr-1, essentially the same as the 

difference between the flux calculated with present model and the mean of the CMIP models.  

The net anthropogenic flux from the atmosphere to the ocean (ML + DO) determined with the present model is compared 

also to several measurement-based determinations in Fig. 15a. Here it is noted, as pointed out, for example, by Gruber et al. 
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(2009), that inferring the anthropogenic flux from the net atmosphere-ocean flux (as determined from fluxes calculated as the 1155 

spatial and temporal integral of the product of the local windspeed-driven transfer coefficient times the local partial pressure 

difference between atmospheric and dissolved CO2) requires augmenting the measured net flux by an amount equal to the 

riverine flux into the ocean that gives rise to a flux from ocean to atmosphere; this riverine flux is assumed to be equal to the 

preindustrial value (taken as 0.6 Pg yr-1; Sect. 3; Fig. 2). For this reason the time series presented by Landschützer et al. 

(2015) and by Wang et al. (2016) shown in Fig. 15a have been augmented from those given by those investigators by 0.6 Pg 1160 

yr-1; the time series shown for Rödenbeck et al., (2014) obtained from Le Quéré et al., (2018a) appears to have incorporated 

that augmentation; the value shown for Takahashi et al. (2009) is that given by those investigators, incorporating their 

estimate of the riverine flux as 0.4 ± 0.2 Pg yr-1. In contrast, no augmentation is required for the rate of uptake of 

anthropogenic carbon determined by Graven et al. (2012), which was scaled to the rate of transfer of excess 14CO2 (from 

nuclear weapons testing in the 1950's and 1960's) from the ML to the DO that was based on measured difference in 1165 

radiocarbon amounts between the 1988–1995 and 2001–2007 time frames; this uptake, like that of anthropogenic CO2, is 

now governed principally by transfer from the ML to the DO. Likewise no such augmentation is required for the flux 

determined by Gruber et al. (2019), which is based on the rate of increase in the amount of DIC in the world ocean, 

determined by difference over the time period 1994-2007. In addition to the several determinations shown in Fig. 15a, 

attention is called also to inference of the oceanic uptake rate by multiple methods summarized by Gruber et al. (2009, Table 1170 

1) that is centered about the range 1.5–2.2 Pg yr-1 over the 1990's and early 2000's. As seen in Fig. 15a, the oceanic uptake 

rate obtained with the present model is somewhat lower than most observational determinations but within their uncertainty 

range, except for that of Gruber et al. (2019), which is somewhat greater.  

Net uptake by the ocean plus TB in the present model results shows close agreement in magnitude and slope with the 

measurement-based determination of this quantity calculated as the difference of emissions and atmospheric growth rate 1175 

over this period, Fig. 15c. The major difference between the temporal profiles of the mixing ratios and transfer rates 

calculated with CC models versus those obtained with the present model is again the presence of year-to-year fluctuations in 

the CC model results versus the absence of such fluctuations in the present model results. The agreement between the model 

and the measurements is consistent with the assumption that kat has not undergone large systematic change over this period. 

Comparison (Fig. 15d) of the difference between the observed net uptake by the ocean + TB and that calculated by the 1180 

present model with the difference between observation and the multimodel mean of the ensemble of models presented by Le 

Quéré et al. (2018a; GCB-17) shows the skill of the present model to be essentially identical to that of the model ensemble.  
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7.9. Modeled atmospheric CO2 at longer time scales 

Although the emphasis here has been the period of time, roughly 100-200 years, over which atmospheric CO2 substantially 

recovers to its preindustrial value, the longer term behavior of modeled CO2 was briefly examined for values of the 1185 

parameters ( Sl
pi , b) consistent with observations to 700 years subsequent to cessation of emissions. For the parameter pairs 

shown in Fig. 16, and more generally for all the parameter pairs, atmospheric CO2 approaches a constant value at 300 years, 

about 16 % to 22 % of the value at the time of cessation, decreasing only very slightly thereafter.  

8. Discussion  

The budget of CO2 in the atmosphere and related compartments is of central importance to Earth's biogeochemical 1190 

environment as well as of enormous societal importance in view of its role as a driver of climate change and other 

environmental issues. A key objective of this study has been determination of the lifetime (turnover time, adjustment time) 

of excess CO2, the amount in excess of preindustrial, as this lifetime is central to understanding the response of CO2 

amount, and resulting changes in climate, to prospective changes in emissions. Knowledge of the lifetime of excess 

atmospheric CO2 is also central to comparisons of integrated radiative forcing of anthropogenic CO2 and other greenhouse 1195 

gases.  

This study has examined the processes controlling the amount of atmospheric CO2 by two approaches: an observationally 

based budget for preindustrial and present day conditions and a simple numerical model representing the governing 

processes in response to historical anthropogenic emissions. The two approaches are complementary and consistent. Both 

approaches examine the atmosphere and the several compartments of the biogeosphere that are closely coupled to the 1200 

atmosphere: the ocean, distinguished into the mixed layer ocean and the deep ocean, and the terrestrial biosphere, 

distinguished into what are denoted the labile and obdurate biosphere. Stocks in the several compartments and fluxes 

between compartments are constrained so far as possible by well characterized geophysical processes, chemical equilibria, 

inventories, mass balance, and measurements. The exception to such constraints is the apportionment of the uptake of CO2 

by the TB into the labile and obdurate compartments, which is achieved by use of adjustable parameters. This use of 1205 

adjustable parameters is necessary because of the lack of a clear demarcation between these compartments, which are 

idealizations of what is clearly a continuum, and by the absence of measurements or theory that would permit such 

constraint. As a consequence the apportionment is treated in the numerical model by parameterization of quantities 

controlling the rate of uptake of anthropogenic CO2 by the labile biosphere, specifically the preindustrial carbon stock in the 

LB Sl
pi  and the exponent b expressing the growth of GPP as a power law in CO2 mixing ratio. Despite the uncertainty 1210 

attached to this apportionment it has proved possible to rather narrowly constrain the lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2.  
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The present study is hardly the first to represent the dynamics of CO2 in the biogeosphere in a model with a small number of 

compartments and parameters, there being antecedents that go back at least to Bolin and Eriksson (1959), Keeling (1973), 

Oeschger et al., (1975) and Rodhe and Björkström (1979), and that see occasional use up to the present, (e.g., Gloor et al., 

2010, Raupach et al., 2014; Graven, 2015). However this study would seem to go substantially beyond those studies by 1215 

identifying the two biogeophysical parameters that control the lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2, by observationally 

constraining their joint range, and by examining their influence on multiple measures of this lifetime.  

8.1 Definitions of the lifetime of excess CO2 

The lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2 was qualitatively defined in Sect. 2 as the amount of time it would take, in the 

absence of anthropogenic emissions, until the CO2 concentration in the air recovered substantially toward its original 1220 

concentration. However, even granting concurrence on this qualitative definition, selecting a specific definition has been 

problematic, not just for CO2, for which the situation is complicated by exchange processes between the atmosphere and 

other compartments, but even for substances for which the removal process from a compartment is irreversible, for which 

several measures that would coincide in the case of removal with a temporally constant transfer coefficient – the turnover 

time, the inverse of the fractional removal rate; the e-folding time, the mean residence time in the compartment, the mean 1225 

age of molecules in the compartment – are not necessarily identical even with steady-state emissions, and all the more so 

with temporally varying emissions and transfer coefficient (Schwartz, 1979; O'Neill et al., 1994, Sierra et al., 2017). 

Moreover, because of short-term fluctuations in fluxes such as seasonal drawdown by terrestrial vegetation, the turnover 

time, which remains defined even under non–steady-state conditions (Schwartz, 1979), would have to be evaluated over 

suitably long periods of time, several years, to average out interannual fluctuations that are manifested in observations (Fig. 1230 

15c).  

Within the qualitative definition above, two classes of lifetimes emerge: adjustment times and turnover times. Ideally, as 

adjustment times are measures of the time over which the substance in question would decline in the absence of 

anthropogenic emissions, they would be the desired quantity. However determination of an adjustment time requires a model 

of future behavior of the system in response to cessation of emissions. For that reason the approach via turnover times seems 1235 

more attractive as these can be evaluated from observations at any time, not requiring a model of future response. However, 

especially in the situation of reversible flows between reservoirs, the difficulty arises of identifying the pertinent leaving 

reservoir and the pertinent exit fluxes. Because of these twin difficulties, determining both the turnover times and the 

adjustment times would seem to be the most reliable approach, with identification of pertinent specific definitions based on 

agreement between the two classes of lifetimes. Also as turnover times can be evaluated from model results, the future 1240 
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turnover times according to specific definitions can be compared with the future adjustment times, with agreement lending 

further confidence to the definition.  

Lifetimes evaluated by the definitions presented here are compared with previously reported values in Sect. 8.7 

8.2 Budget 

Central to determining turnover and adjustment times is the requirement of a budget, for atmospheric CO2 and for carbon in 1245 

the closely coupled biogeochemical compartments, here the mixed-layer and deep ocean, and the labile and obdurate 

biosphere. Following prior work, budgets were developed both for preindustrial conditions and for the anthropogenic 

perturbation, the latter as the difference between present-day and preindustrial budgets.  

The CO2 budget developed here is based 1) on observations (of stocks in the several compartments and their increase over 

the Anthropocene) and inventoried emissions; 2) on an essentially universal exchange velocity, kam, between the 1250 

atmosphere and the surface ocean that is applicable, accounting for differences in Henry’s law solubility, to all low- to 

moderate-solubility gases, together with well understood chemical equilibria governing the dissolution of CO2 into seawater; 

3) on an essentially universal piston velocity between the mixed-layer ocean and the deep ocean, vp, that is applicable to all 

globally distributed tracers, determined here from the rate of heat uptake by the global ocean and consistent with other 

measurement- and model-based estimates of this quantity; 4) the requirement of steady state in the preindustrial carbon 1255 

cycle; and 5) the requirement that the amount of CO2 in the system be conserved, more specifically that the amount of 

excess CO2 in the system at any given time be equal to integrated fossil fuel emissions (also including emissions from 

cement manufacture). All stocks and fluxes are directly constrained except for the exchange of excess CO2 between the 

atmosphere and the terrestrial biosphere and the associated changes in the stocks in the two TB compartments. The sum is 

obtained, by conservation of matter, as a difference between total anthropogenic emissions and the sum of atmospheric 1260 

growth and net flux into the ocean, with the apportionment of the total uptake by the TB between the LB and the OB being 

parameterized; the stock of the OB is diminished by transfer of LUC emissions the atmosphere.  

The budget developed here and summarized in Fig. 2 differs in several key respects from similar earlier budgets, as 

summarized in predecessor versions of that figure and that served as the starting point for the budget developed here. 

Importantly, the terrestrial biosphere, treated as a single compartment in previous budgets derived from Sarmiento and 1265 

Gruber (2002), is subdivided here into the labile and obdurate compartments, each with its own stocks and entering and 

leaving fluxes. The distinction between short- and long-lived components of the TB was drawn early on in the history of 

compartment models for CO2 (e.g. Keeling, 1973) but has yet to make its way into assessments of global carbon budgets 

such as those of the IPCC Assessment Reports (AR5, Ciais et al., 2013) and the Global Carbon Budget (Le Quéré et al., 

2018a) which report total uptake by the TB as a residual of emissions minus increases in the stocks of the atmosphere and 1270 
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ocean compartments, often, somewhat misleadingly, referring to total uptake by the TB so evaluated as a “terrestrial sink,” 

or “land sink,” a terminology going back at least to Sarmiento and Gruber (2002). To be sure, in the absence of observable 

constraints, and indeed of physically meaningful boundaries between the two terrestrial subcompartments, the separation into 

the two compartments is arbitrary, but it seems essential to distinguish the growth of the short- and long-lived components of 

the TB. In the analysis presented here it has proved possible to set bounds on the apportionment of the stocks and fluxes for 1275 

the LB and the OB and thereby to set bounds on the pertinent transfer coefficients.  

A second, related difference between the budget presented in Fig. 2 and its antecedents is the treatment of gross primary 

production not as a constant but as subject to increase over the Anthropocene, the increase being attributed to fertilization by 

the increase in atmospheric CO2. Again, such increase in GPP has long been countenanced but has proved difficult to 

quantify. In the present model the increase is parameterized as a power-law dependence in atmospheric CO2 mixing ratio, 1280 

with exponent b. It proved possible on the basis of observations, together with the model developed here, to set bounds on b, 

and in turn on the increase in GPP. However these bounds, although consistent with the range of current estimates of such 

increase (Appendix C, Fig. C1), do not usefully limit that range. The lower bound, b = 0.4, corresponding to an increase in 

GPP over the Anthropocene of 16 %, is seen in some of the observational data sets and model results. The upper bound, b = 

0.9 would correspond to an increase in GPP of 40 %. Based on these results it would seem that an exponent as great as 1.3, 1285 

as indicated in the results of Cheng et al. (2017), based on water-use efficiency, is inconsistent with the present model and 

should perhaps be examined more closely. However, several of the model results, which yield values of b near the upper 

limit determined here (b ≤ 0.9), cannot be precluded based on the present analysis.  

The budget analysis yields coefficients that describe the rates of transfer of CO2 between the several compartments, Sect. 4. 

Because of lack of observational constraint in the apportionment of uptake of carbon by the TB to the LB and the OB, the 1290 

transfer coefficients coupling the AC with the LB and with the OB are dependent on the parameters Sl
pi  and b, Fig. 4. 

Specification of the transfer coefficients in turn permits specification of the pertinent time constants of the system, those 

responsible for establishing near equilibrium or steady state between stocks, those governing the lifetime of carbon in the 

long-term reservoir compartments the DO and the OB, and those controlling the turnover time of atmospheric CO2 pertinent 

to transfer into the long-term reservoirs. Because of rapid attainment of near equilibrium between the AC and the ML, and of 1295 

near steady state between the AC and the LB, the stocks in these three compartments are usefully considered a single stock 

for definition of the turnover time of anthropogenic CO2. The transfer coefficients determined in this way also serve as input 

to a simple, transparent numerical model describing the anthropogenic perturbation to the carbon stocks in the several 

compartments. The numerical model presents a much more differentiated picture of the stocks and fluxes as a function of 

historical time that compares well with observations.  1300 
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8.3 Model 

The model developed here and set out in Sect. 6.1 consists of a set of ordinary near-linear differential equations in the stocks 

in the five compartments, driven by anthropogenic emissions; an essentially identical model was employed for radiocarbon, 

Appendix E. Because of conservation of total carbon either set of equations may be considered a five compartment closed 

system or a four-compartment open system. Because of relations among the several transfer coefficients only four 1305 

independent parameters are required to generate the set of transfer coefficients (Sect. 4.5), of which two are of broad 

geophysical applicability (albeit uncertain), and of which two are pertinent specifically to CO2, also uncertain, and treated 

here as adjustable. The transfer coefficients were determined from the budget analysis; the transfer coefficients coupling the 

LB and OB with other compartments are parametrically dependent on the fertilization exponent b and the preindustrial stock 

in the LB Sl
pi . The equations are slightly nonlinear because the rate of transfer from the AC to the LB (i.e., GPP) is treated as 1310 

a power law in Sa and because the coefficient ′kma  characterizing the rate of transfer from the ML to the AC varies slowly 

with the stock in the ML. The model was run for a suite of values of both parameters to map out the stocks and fluxes as a 

function of these parameters, the uncertainties in the transfer coefficients being propagated through the model by multiple 

runs over the domain of parameter space. The model was run for historical anthropogenic emissions from 1750 to 2016 

permitting comparison with observations, which comparisons led to substantial reduction of the parameter range from that 1315 

initially taken. An experiment was also conducted, again over the range of parameter space, with emissions abruptly ceased 

commencing in 2017 to examine the subsequent changes of the anthropogenic stocks in the several compartments: decrease 

in the short-lived compartments – the AC, the ML, and the LB – and continued increase in the long-term sink compartments 

– the DO and the OB. That abrupt cessation experiment also permits comparison with other studies conducting similar 

abrupt cessation experiments, Fig. 1, Fig. 16. As seen in these figures, the rate of decrease of excess atmospheric CO2 1320 

mixing ratio (equivalently, the stock in the AC) found in the present model study is substantially greater to much greater than 

given by results of a suite of carbon cycle models.  

A key attribute of the present numerical model is that the quantities that govern the evolution of CO2 – transfer coefficients 

and equilibrium constants – are physical quantities, properties of Earth's geophysical system, which would be expected to 

remain constant or to vary only slowly in the future from the values developed in the budget analysis, lending confidence to 1325 

application of the model to prospective future emissions that might differ substantially from prior emissions. This approach 

is to be contrasted with an approach such as that of Hellevang and Aagaard (2015), which uses as a parameter the airborne 

fraction, fraction of annual emitted CO2 that remains in the atmosphere; this quantity cannot be expected to be a constant for 

very different emission conditions, the extreme situation being cessation of emissions. The constancy of airborne fraction 

over much of the Anthropocene is a simple consequence of exponentially increasing emissions in a linear system (Bolin and 1330 

Eriksson, 1959; Raupach, 2013). However even with parameters that correspond to physical quantities it is possible, as 
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demonstrated in Fig. 8, to accurately represent prior observations, here of atmospheric CO2 over the Anthropocene, with 

model variants that diverge substantially subsequent to cessation of emissions. Past performance of a model is no guarantee 

of future skill. Hence as much information as possible must be brought to bear to constrain the model. Accurate reproduction 

of the evolution of atmospheric and oceanic radiocarbon (Sect. 7.3), especially for the sharply peaked emissions of 1335 

radiocarbon from weapons testing, Fig. 10, provides an important stringent test of this or any model, as well as providing 

additional constraints on the values of the parameters Sl
pi  and b employed in the present model.  

8.4 Equilibrium–steady-state assumption 

A three-equation version of the model was developed incorporating the assumptions of equilibrium between the stocks in the 

AC and the ML and steady state between the stocks in the AC and the LB. This ESS model accurately reproduces the results 1340 

of the full model. As noted in Sect. 7.7 there is no advantage to be gained by reducing the number of equations to be solved. 

Moreover the ESS model suffers from lack of transparency and the potential for algebraic or coding errors. Rather the import 

of the model is to confirm the utility of considering these three compartments as a single compartment for evaluation of the 

turnover time of excess CO2. The conclusion of near equilibrium between the AC and the ML, reached as early as Bolin and 

Eriksson (1959), is thus extended to incorporate the LB, mandating treating the combined AC-LB-ML stocks as a single 1345 

stock for the purpose of defining and evaluating the turnover time of the system appropriate to excess CO2.  

The near-equilibrium between the stocks in the AC and the ML implies that the rate of uptake of CO2 by the ocean is 

controlled mainly by the rate of exchange of DIC between the ML and the DO and is thus insensitive to the transfer rate 

between the AC and the ML. Such a conclusion has been recognized for some time (Bolin and Eriksson, 1959; Broecker and 

Peng, 1974; Sarmiento et al., 1992). This conclusion is supported as well by the finding of Graven et al. (2012), in large-1350 

scale model calculations, of only slight dependence of the inventory of anthropogenic CO2 in the world ocean on the value 

of the transfer velocity between the AC and the ML. The departure from equilibrium between the AC and the ML was 

examined by a somewhat different approach by Broecker et al. (1979) by varying the depth of the ML for fixed transfer 

coefficients between the two compartments. For ML depth taken as 75 m, the departure was only 3 % and even for ML depth 

taken as 380 m, the departure was only 8 %, again lending strong support to treating the two compartments as at equilibrium.  1355 

In a subsequent examination of transport of CO2 between the atmosphere and the ML, Takahashi et al. (2009) found that 

transfer coefficients calculated using local (4˚ × 5˚), monthly-mean wind speed and other conditions obtained from a 

meteorological reanalysis ranged widely, by season and location, with monthly- and basin-average values a factor of two 

either way from the global- and annual-mean that they determined, 0.112 yr-1. That mean value is essentially identical to the 

value of kam determined here from the global-mean stocks and fluxes (Sect. A4) and presented in Table 2 and Fig. 5, 0.119 1360 

± 0.036 yr-1. Based on examination of measurements of CO2 in the AC and the ML over three decades, Takahashi et al. 
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(2009) concluded that because of the differences between processes and time-scales regulating the stocks in the two 

compartments, it was not possible to reliably determine annual changes for CO2 in surface water. Those investigators also 

concluded that because of large seasonal variation and small annual increases, the individual annual rates could not be 

compared. Nonetheless Takahashi et al. (2009) were able to conclude that over the three-decade period examined, the 1365 

relative rates of increase of the atmospheric partial pressure of CO2 and of the equilibrium partial pressure of CO2 in surface 

water were similar and that air-sea CO2 exchange is dominant in regulating CO2 in the ML. That analysis certainly supports 

the conclusion that the rate of transfer is sufficiently rapid to support the assumed near-equilibrium between the 

anthropogenic stocks in the two compartments. Finally in this context it might be observed that the rapid two-way exchange 

of CO2 between the AC and the ML, and the resultant inevitable large spatial and temporal variation of the magnitude and 1370 

sign of the local flux, would also make it challenging to determine the global net flux from the atmosphere to the oceans by 

spatial and temporal integration of local short-term fluxes.  

8.5 Flux and transfer coefficient from ML to DO 

Because of the near equilibrium between the AC and the ML, transfer from the ML to the DO is the rate controlling step in 

net uptake of CO2 by the DO and thus assumes considerable importance in the dynamics of CO2 in the biogeosphere. 1375 

Exchange between the ML and the DO applies also to other uniformly distributed tracers, specifically including heat, as the 

excess heat in the two compartments arising from increase of global mean temperature over the Anthropocene resides almost 

entirely in the ML. This reasoning served as the basis for inferring the piston velocity determined here 5.5 ± 1.8 m yr-1 

(Appendix A, Sect. A6), resulting in the gross PD downward carbon flux determined here 1.8 ± 0.6 Pg yr-1 (Appendix A, 

Sect. A11). This result is compared here to results from other recent studies.  1380 

Using a global inverse model, DeVries et al., 2017 quantified variations in basin-wide and global scale exchange rate 

between the ML and the DO. While showing a rather more differentiated picture of transport between the ML and the DO 

than is represented by a single global-mean value of the piston velocity, that study determined global-mean volume exchange 

rates, expressed as piston velocities, for the 1980's, 1990's and 2000's, as 4.98, 6.29, and 4.28 m yr-1, respectively, 

bracketing, and all within the uncertainty range of, the result determined here based on global-mean uptake of heat by the 1385 

deep ocean over the past 45 years, 5.5 ± 1.8 m yr-1 (Appendix A, Sect. A6).  

Reasoning that because the main reservoir of 14CO2 produced in weapons testing, which ceased in the 1960's, has shifted 

from the atmosphere to the upper ocean, Graven et al. (2012) concluded that the temporal change of this 14CO2 is now 

governed by exchange between the ML and the DO, as also with anthropogenic CO2, and can hence be used to infer oceanic 

uptake of anthropogenic CO2. On the basis of the distribution of 14CO2 between the two compartments those investigators 1390 

were able to determine the net oceanic uptake of anthropogenic CO2 between 1990 and 2007 as 2.0 ± 0.3 Pg yr-1 (Sect. 7.8, 

https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2021-924
Preprint. Discussion started: 29 November 2021
c© Author(s) 2021. CC BY 4.0 License.



50 
 

Fig. 15a); To compare this net oceanic uptake to uptake by the DO, the oceanic uptake rate must be diminished by the rate of 

increase in the ML stock, which is confidently determined as 10 % (Sect. 5.10) of the rate of increase of Sa in this time 

frame, 4 Pg yr-1 (Supporting information Sect. SI5, Fig. S5.1), i.e., 0.4 Pg yr-1, yielding Fmd,net for that period 1.6 ± 0.3 

Pg yr-1. This net uptake rate is slightly greater than that determined in the present model calculation for year 2000, dSd/dt, 1395 

Fig. 7b, 1.3 ± 0.4 Pg yr-1, but well within the mutual uncertainty ranges. From the increase in the amount of DIC in the 

world ocean based on surveys in the mid 1990's and again in the mid 2000's Gruber et al. (2019) determined the rate of 

increase in the world ocean as 2.6 ± 0.3 Pg yr-1. Again, diminishing this uptake rate by the rate of increase in the ML stock 

yields Fmd,net = 2.2 ± 0.3 Pg yr-1. This value is slightly greater than, and outside the mutual uncertainty range from that 

determined here, 1.3 ± 0.4 Pg yr-1. Based on these comparisons the transfer coefficient kmd determined here, while in the 1400 

range of present studies, may be somewhat low. A greater transfer coefficient would result in a slightly shorter turnover time 

and adjustment time for excess CO2 than that determined here. As well, the residence time of excess carbon in the DO 

would be somewhat diminished. 

8.6. Flux from terrestrial biosphere to atmosphere and lifetime of carbon in the obdurate biosphere 

As shown in Sect. 5.8 the turnover time of the carbon stock in the obdurate terrestrial biosphere that serves as the long-term 1405 

reservoir for drawdown of excess atmospheric CO2 must be roughly 300 years (range 125 - 525 yr), as obtained from the 

observationally determined PI flux from the AC to the OB (Appendix A, Eq A43) together with the PI stock in the OB 

(accounting also for the small preindustrial riverine flux). Such a residence time for obdurate carbon contrasts markedly with 

the 23 year lifetime of terrestrial carbon determined by Carvalhais et al. (2014) as the quotient of the stock of carbon in the 

TB upon the GPP flux. The import of this difference is that excess carbon taken up by the OB (but not the LB) would remain 1410 

sequestered on the several century time scale following the hypothetical cessation of emissions of anthropogenic CO2 

examined here, as opposed to returning to the atmosphere on a time scale of a few decades. As noted in Sect. 5.6 the 

Carvalhais et al. (2014) lifetime, includes carbon that is taken up in photosynthesis but which rapidly leaves the TB, on 

account of respiration on time scales from subdaily to annual. It is argued here that the bulk of the carbon in the TB exhibits 

a much longer lifetime and that it is this longer lifetime that would give rise to a continuing net terrestrial sink of excess 1415 

atmospheric CO2 subsequent to cessation of emissions. In support of this argument, as noted in Sect. 3, the great majority of 

the stock of carbon in the TB consists of long-lived components: woody materials and soil carbon. A long lifetime of carbon 

in the OB is consistent also with the assessment that net drawdown of carbon by the TB is dominated by uptake by and 

sequestration in established forests (Pan et al., 2011) and the observation that much of the carbon taken up by the TB is taken 

up by trees with large diameter ( ≥ 1 m) trunks (Stephenson et al., 2014). 1420 
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8.7. Decay rate and lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2 

As noted in Sect. 2, numerous definitions have been proposed for the lifetime of a substance in a reservoir generally, and for 

excess atmospheric CO2 in particular, for which the situation is complicated by rapid exchange with other compartments. It 

is useful to distinguish two classes of lifetimes, turnover times and adjustment times, which quantities should agree if 

suitably defined and evaluated. Because of rapid exchange of carbon between the AC, ML and LB, these compartments must 1425 

be treated as a single compartment for the purpose of evaluating the turnover time of excess carbon in the biogeosphere, 

τ alm
to , defined  (Eq 2.2) as the ratio of the sum of stocks of excess carbon in these compartments to the sum of net fluxes 

from these compartments into the DO and TB. Considering just the transfer rate from the atmosphere into all other 

compartments, or from the AC + ML into all other compartments yields erroneously low turnover times during the period of 

time when CO2 is being emitted into the atmosphere, a consequence of the stock in the AC being increased by emissions, 1430 

resulting in enhancement of the amount of CO2 being reversibly transferred from the atmosphere into the ML and LB. The 

several turnover times can be evaluated throughout model runs for any given pair of parameters ( Sl
pi , b), specifically 

including the situation in which emissions are abruptly halted. Importantly, the turnover time τ alm
to  (but not τ a

to  nor τ am
to ) is 

essentially constant across that transition, establishing the choice of τ alm
to  as the appropriate measure of turnover time of 

excess carbon. Within a few years of cessation of emissions the several turnover times become equal as there is no currently 1435 

emitted CO2 that must be transferred into the ML and LB. These turnover times increase substantially following cessation of 

emissions; however by the time of that increase, the fraction of CO2 present at the time of cessation has already substantially 

decreased.   

The several adjustment times are measures of the time scale characterizing the rate of decay of excess atmospheric CO2, or 

of the sum of carbon in two or more of the AC, ML, and LB compartments, following cessation of emissions. Because 1440 

determination of adjustment times requires the absence of emissions, a numerical model is required. For consideration of the 

adjustment time of excess CO2 an appropriate qualitative definition would be that advanced by Archer et al. (2009) as the 

time period over which, in the absence of anthropogenic emissions, CO2 would recover substantially toward its original 

value. As Archer et al. point out, this lifetime is much greater than the lifetime that individual CO2 molecules spend in the 

atmosphere, about 3 years, noting that confusion between these two lifetimes has given rise to a misinterpretation between 1445 

these two definitions that has “plagued the question of the atmospheric lifetime of CO2.” However, in making this statement 

it would seem that Archer et al. are setting up a bit of a straw man; no one seriously considers the mean atmospheric lifetime 

of individual CO2 molecules to be a measure of the lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2.  

Archer et al. go on to conclude that the lifetime of excess CO2 is much greater. Using results from suite of carbon cycle 

models, those investigators found that 20–40 % of excess CO2 would remain in the atmosphere after equilibration with the 1450 

ocean, awaiting slower chemical reactions with CaCO3 and igneous rocks. But by then assuming what they characterize as a 
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"long tail" of 10 % of excess CO2 that remains in the atmosphere until neutralized by silicate weathering on a timescale of 

100,000 years, those investigators concluded the mean lifetime of fossil fuel CO2 to be 12,000 to 14,000 years or perhaps as 

great as 45,000 years. The characterization by Archer et al. of the lifetime of excess CO2 by its mean lifetime, rather than by 

the time scale of substantial recovery, the measure that they themselves advocated, results in the long tail wagging the dog.  1455 

The long tail of excess CO2 seen in virtually all prior studies is exhibited also by the present model, at least on the millennial 

time scale examined here, Fig. 16. Thus, although abrupt cessation of emissions would greatly reduce atmospheric CO2, 

even such abrupt cessation would not restore CO2 to its preindustrial state but rather to a value above the PI value by 15 to 

20 percent of excess CO2 at the time of cessation. This end state, which is reached rather rapidly (100 - 200 yr), is a floor 

below which it is not possible to go by emissions reductions alone, an irreducible long-term commitment of prior emissions. 1460 

Put another way, this floor represents 6 % to 8 % of total anthropogenic emissions prior to cessation. As the excess CO2 

does not go to zero at long time, the climatic effects of the residual CO2 would likewise persist, but at levels substantially 

reduced from those at the time of cessation.  

The present study has focused on the time scale during which, in the absence of anthropogenic emissions, excess 

atmospheric CO2 would substantially decrease. The decrease, quantified by the fraction of excess CO2 remaining in the 1465 

atmosphere as a function of time subsequent to cessation f(t), is shown in Fig. 1 for the present model and for a set of carbon 

cycle models. As noted in the Introduction some of the spread in the CC model results in Fig. 1a is a consequence of a wide 

spread in CO2 mixing ratio at the time of cessation xCO2
0 , but considerable spread remains even when the range in xCO2

0  is 

much narrower, as in the ZECMIP intercomparison project (MacDougall et al., 2020), Fig. 1c, indicative of differing 

representation of the processes governing removal of CO2 from the atmosphere in the different models. More importantly, 1470 

the decay curves obtained with the present model are lower, to much lower, than those obtained with the CC models. 

Specializing to t = 100 yr, the best estimate, f(100 yr) obtained in this study, 41 %, and range consistent with observational 

constraints on the parameters Sl
pi  and b, 34 % to 49 %, are less, to much less, than the results of virtually all the other results 

presented in Fig 1.  

Multiple measures of adjustment time defined in Sect. 2 were evaluated and compared in Sect. 7.6. The instantaneous 1475 

adjustment time, τCO2
inst , Eq 2.3, the inverse of the time-dependent fractional decay rate of excess CO2, increases subsequent 

to cessation, similarly to τ alm
to ; the agreement of this measure of adjustment time with the several turnover times, Fig. 12, 

confirms the choice of τ alm
to  as the appropriate measure of turnover time. More relevant to considerations of the lifetime of 

excess CO2 over a period of interest subsequent to cessation is the amount-weighted average over this period, τa-avg , Eq 

2.5, which exhibits much less increase over the time period of interest than does the instantaneous lifetime. A difficulty 1480 

associated with evaluation of τa-avg from model data and even more so from observations is that this evaluation requires 

taking derivatives to determine the rate of decrease of excess CO2. This difficulty is avoided with the equivalent 1/e lifetime 
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τE(t), Eq. 2.6, evaluation of which requires knowledge only of the fractional amount of excess CO2 remaining as a function 

of time t subsequent to cessation f(t), and which, at least in the present model calculations, agrees closely with τa-avg.   

Within the observationally constrained bounds on ( Sl
pi , b), the equivalent 1/e lifetime τE(100 yr) of excess CO2 for time 1485 

horizon t = 100 yr (Eq 2.6) obtained from the present model results is rather narrowly constrained, central estimate 112 yr ; 

range 90 to 150 years, Figures 1b, 11d, 12. The several other definitions of lifetime yield essentially the same values 

(Figures 11, 12). As emphasized above, this 100 year time frame characterizes the time during which, in the absence of 

anthropogenic emissions, atmospheric CO2 would recover substantially toward its original concentration. The lifetime 

obtrained here is shorter to much shorter than that for all the CC models represented in Figures 1 and 17, importantly, the 1490 

multimodel mean of Joos et al. (2013a), widely used in assessment studies, for which τE(100 yr) is 270 yr. Using the same 

measure of lifetime establishes that the differences are intrinsic to the different models, not merely a consequence of the 

choice of measure of lifetime.  

What is the reason for the difference between the lifetime (adjustment time, equivalent 1/e lifetime) of excess CO2 found 

here and the longer lifetimes determined with CC models, and what are the reasons for the differences in lifetimes among the 1495 

several CC models? It is not due to difference in definition, as all lifetimes are evaluated from the decay curves in the same 

way. What are the uncertainties in the lifetimes determined by the several CC models, and to what extent do those 

uncertainties encompass the shorter lifetime found here? Answers to these questions must await examination of the 

disposition in the CC models of excess carbon among the several compartments and subcompartments, and of the fluxes 

between these compartments and subcompartments, before and after cessation. What are the observational constraints on 1500 

these quantities? What are the transfer coefficients? What is the scientific understanding that is the underpinning of these 

transfer coefficients? What is the uncertainty in this understanding, and how does that translate into uncertainty in transfer 

coefficients and ultimately in the fluxes, stocks, and lifetime? In the meantime a suggestion is given by the dependence of 

lifetime on the parameters Sl
pi and b, Fig. 11, showing increase in lifetime with increasing values of either of those 

parameters, both of which result in greater uptake of CO2 by the LB versus the OB, the total uptake by the terrestrial 1505 

biosphere being rather tightly constrained. Uptake of CO2 by the LB rather than the OB gives rise to less long-term 

sequestration of anthropogenic CO2 and in turn to longer lifetime as that carbon is more rapidly returned to the atmosphere.  

8.8. Comparison to prior determinations of lifetime based on the CO2 budget and simple models 

Several prior investigators have reported measures of the lifetime of excess CO2 based on the budget of excess CO2 in the 

atmosphere. Considering the TB to be coupled to the AC and the ML, Rodhe and Björkström (1979) obtained a turnover 1510 

time of about 100 yr for CO2 in the combined compartment as governed by transfer into the DO. The time constant obtained 

by those investigators for relaxation of a perturbation in the system once it had reached a new equilibrium with the DO, 400 
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yr, is much less relevant to the evolution of the system on the time scale of 100 yr or less. Moore and Braswell (1994) 

proposed as a measure of the adjustment time of excess CO2 the time required in the absence of emissions for the difference 

between the excess atmospheric CO2 at some initial time and the infinite-time value of this quantity to decrease by half. 1515 

Comparing multiple transport models with and without uptake by the terrestrial biosphere, also by several models, these 

investigators obtained a half life of excess atmospheric CO2 ranging from 19 to 49 years, depending mainly on how uptake 

by the terrestrial biosphere was to be considered.  

An explicitly defined observationally determined measure of the turnover time of anthropogenic CO2 was given by O'Neill 

et al. (1994) and Gaffin et al. (1995) as the quotient of the atmospheric stock of excess CO2 upon the total rate of drawdown 1520 

of CO2 from the atmosphere, determined by difference of emissions and the annual increase of atmospheric stock, Eq 5.1, 

yielding the value 32.5 ± 10.5 yr (average and standard deviation of annual results, 1959–1989). A similar result, 39–45 yr, 

based on the same definition but using data for the year 2000, was given by Jacobson (2005). Such short lifetimes are a 

consequence of not taking into account the tight coupling of the AC, LB, and ML. When that coupling is taken into account, 

the resultant turnover time is substantially greater, ranging, for best estimate anthropogenic emissions, from 65 to 158 years 1525 

depending on Sl
pi   and b (Fig. 5c, Table 3). The approach to determining the lifetime of excess CO2 as the turnover time and 

of characterizing the lifetime by a single number, as well as the short lifetimes so determined, have received strenuous 

criticism by several investigators, Appendix F; point by point refutation of these criticisms is presented in that Appendix.  

A study of the budget of excess CO2 with a three-compartment model by Gloor et al. (2010) that matched the fraction of 

emitted CO2 remaining in the atmosphere to observations over the time period 1959–2006, determined what those 1530 

investigators denoted as a “system time constant” that characterizes the rate of removal of CO2 from the atmosphere, with 

value 37.5 yr. In that study removal of atmospheric CO2 was considered to consist of two components, transfer from the AC 

to the TB and to the total ocean, with transfer coefficients kao = 0.0144 yr-1 and kad = 0.0123 yr-1, respectively, referred to 

the AC, both treated as irreversible and taken as constant over the time period under consideration. This set of assumptions 

would correspond to a situation in which there is no uptake of carbon by a labile biosphere nor assumed equilibrium between 1535 

the AC and the ML. The transfer coefficient from the AC to the OB, which corresponds directly to kao in the model 

developed here in the absence of uptake by the LB, agrees closely with the value 0.013 yr-1 for ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6), Fig. 

4c. The equilibrium assumption between the AC and the ML would lead to kad = kmdSm
ant,pd / Sa

ant,pd . Using the present 

results this set of assumptions would lead to kad = 0.0066 yr-1, well less than the value given by Gloor et al. (2010). The 

resultant turnover time referred to the AC τ a
to = (kad + kao )

−1  using values adduced here would be 41 to 69 yr, the difference 1540 

from the value given by Gloor et al. (2010) attributable almost entirely to the different values of kad. Much more important,  

however, is that the turnover time of atmospheric CO2 calculated in this way is not pertinent to the rate of decay of 
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atmospheric CO2 that would follow an abrupt cessation of emissions, as it does not take into account the strong coupling of 

the AC to the LB and the ML, which greatly increases the adjustment time over this turnover time defined in this way.  

Two prior studies that found a rate of decrease of atmospheric CO2 subsequent to abrupt cessation of emissions comparable 1545 

to that found here are those of Hare and Meinshausen (2006) and Raupach et al. (2014), both of which, like the present 

study, used global-scale compartment models with observationally constrained transfer coefficients rather than detailed CC 

models. These systematic differences between compartment models and CC models suggests that much might be learned by 

examination of the reasons for these differences. 

In a study, quite similar to the present one, Raupach et al. (2014) reported a time-dependent sink coefficient characterizing 1550 

the rate of loss of atmospheric CO2 by transfer from the AC into the ML, DO, and TB, combined, evaluated from historical 

emission estimates and measured atmospheric CO2 as κA→MTD
obs = (Qant − ΔSa ) / Sa

ant  (their Figure 5, lower left panel); the 

inverse of this sink coefficient, the turnover time of the stock in the AC to all other compartments, is shown in Fig. 17. 

Following cessation of emissions, this turnover time exhibited an abrupt increase to a value of about = 98 yr, similar to that 

exhibited by τa and τam in the present model results for the ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6) model variant, also shown in Fig. 17. 1555 

Raupach et al. attributed the abrupt decrease of sink coefficient in their model results to saturation of what they referred to as 

“fast modes” in their model resulting from the abrupt change in emissions. However it seems almost certain that the abrupt 

decrease in sink coefficient (equivalently, abrupt increase in turnover time) is due to the cessation of drawdown of stock 

from the AC by the LB and the ML as the AC stock is no longer increasing on account of emissions, Sect. 7.5. However if 

that were the only influence on the turnover time, the turnover time would be expected to level off to a nearly constant value. 1560 

Contrary to that expectation, after the initial increase, this turnover time continues to increase, to 207 years at year 2112, 100 

years after cessation of emissions in that study, versus 135 years in the results of the present model, again for ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 

Pg, 0.6). The decrease in the sink rate that continues through the 100 years following cessation in the Raupach et al. (2014) 

results and that leads to the large future increase in turnover time shown in Fig. 17 was attributed by those investigators to 

what they characterized as “intrinsic” processes governing the CO2 system, specifically the dependences of ocean–1565 

atmosphere CO2 fluxes and terrestrial net primary production on CO2, and the dependence of heterotrophic respiration on 

temperature. This continued increase in turnover time subsequent to cessation of emissions would thus seem to rest entirely 

on their models for the governing processes rather than on observations to date.  

8.9. Applicability of parameters determined by prior observations to modeling future evolution of CO2. 

An concern that might be raised with the present model is that because the parameters are constrained by observations, the 1570 

model might be applicable only to climatic conditions sufficiently similar to historical conditions that substantial changes in 

processes controlling the carbon budget would not be induced by a changing climate. Although such concern might attach to 
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extending the present model into a future warmer world, from the perspective of the abrupt cessation experiment, this would 

seem to be of minimal concern, as global temperature, together with climate variables that are driven by temperature, would 

follow the change in forcing with little lag (e.g., Held et al., 2010; Boucher et al., 2012), thereby staying in the climatic 1575 

regime in which the parameters were determined.  

8.10. Small number of compartments: Limitation or strength? 

A deeper concern that might be raised with the present study is that the conceptual and numerical model developed here is 

extremely simple. Such simplicity has its strengths and limitations, as examined in the current context by Meinshausen et al., 

(2011). Among the strengths is that the parameters in the differential equations that constitute the model represent physical 1580 

processes and are derived from observations, and it is thus possible to trace each of these parameters to the underlying 

observations, the exception here being the parameters Sl
pi  and b, which are initially varied over a wide range that is then 

constrained by observations. It is possible as well to examine the consequences of varying those parameters within the limits 

of the observational constraints. Further, it is possible to readily examine rates of change in the stocks in the several 

compartments and the fluxes between compartments. Such transparency, at least in the present model, should facilitate 1585 

comparison of the changes in stocks and fluxes with the corresponding changes in carbon cycle models such as those that 

participated in the ZECMIP intercomparison to ascertain the reasons for the differences in those models from the present 

one.  

In view of the simplicity of the present model the question might be raised whether the exchange of CO2 with the terrestrial 

biosphere and the ocean can be accurately represented by two compartments each in the TB and the ocean, as here. With 1590 

respect to the TB, recent studies with global compartment models have represented the TB by one (Graven, 2015), two 

(Raupach et al., 2014), or three (Meinshausen et al., 2011) compartments. Raupach et al., showed good agreement between 

atmospheric CO2 over the Anthropocene as calculated with their model and as measured. Meinshausen et al. reported that 

their model (MAGICC6) compared well with large, higher complexity atmosphere-ocean GCMs and carbon cycle models 

for idealized emission scenarios. An important study in this respect is that of Naegler and Levin (2009), which assessed the 1595 

accuracy of modeled amounts of radiocarbon in the atmosphere and world ocean by comparison with observations, focusing 

on the period before, during, and after the peak in emissions associated with weapons testing. Assessing the accuracy of their 

model as a function of the number of well-mixed global terrestrial carbon compartments, those investigators noted, as they 

had expected, that agreement between model and observations increased with increasing number of pools, and parameters. 

With only a single terrestrial compartment the model was not capable of realistically simulating the observed inventories of 1600 

excess 14C, whereas with two well-mixed compartments the simulated stocks agreed rather well with the observations. 

Those investigators noted that the agreement was somewhat improved for three or four compartments but raised concern that 
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with increasing number of compartments the parameters became increasingly underdetermined. This limited assessment 

lends support to the use of two global compartments of terrestrial carbon as in the present model. 

With respect to the ocean, reliance is again made on the accuracy of representation of exchange of heat between the upper 1605 

(ML) ocean and the deep (DO) ocean compartments. For heat, no atmospheric compartment is required because heat is 

distributed essentially entirely into the ML, the heat capacity of the ML being about 40 times that of the atmosphere, whereas 

for CO2, as only 11 % of the excess CO2 in the two compartments is in the ML (Fig. 2), an additional atmospheric 

compartment is required. However, as the anthropogenic CO2 is in near equilibrium between these two compartments (Sect. 

7.7), the two compartments essentially comprise a single compartment, strengthening the analogy with heat transfer. The 1610 

two-compartment model describing the evolution of heat in the climate system, introduced by Schneider and Thompson 

(1981), has been shown to accurately represent results obtained with complex climate models for a specified set of heat 

capacities and transfer coefficients (Gregory, 2000; Held et al., 2010; Geoffroy et al., 2013). That accuracy lends strong 

support to use of a two-compartment ocean model as in the present model. The two-compartment climate model also 

provides much insight, for example, identification of a transient climate sensitivity characterizing response to forcing that is 1615 

achieved much more rapidly than the long-term so-called “equilibrium” response. This would be analogous in the CO2 

system to the response on the multi-decadal to century time scale, governed by the turnover time and adjustment times 

examined here, versus the response on the millennial scale required for the DO to equilibrate to the ML. Finally it might be 

noted that a two-compartment emulator is widely employed, for example by AR6, to assess the transient climate response to 

specific forcing agents (Forster et al., 2020; Equation 7.SM.2.1; Figures 7.7, 7.8), lending further strong support to the 1620 

applicability of a two-compartment ocean model to examine the exchange of CO2 between the atmosphere and the ocean, as 

in the present model.  

In contrast to the modeling approach taken here, the argument might be raised that past, present, and future changes in stocks 

of carbon in the several compartments of the global biogeosphere can be calculated only by coupled climate–carbon-cycle 

models (CCCC models). Arguably only such models would be capable of representing the meteorological and 1625 

biogeochemical processes that govern exchange of CO2 between compartments and the responses of these processes to 

changes in temperature, precipitation, and other variables. However such representation would require detailed 

understanding that is not yet confidently at hand. For example, as shown in Appendix C, estimates of global PI gross 

primary production range by ± 20 %, and estimates of the growth in global GPP over the industrial period range from 0 to 

60 %. Such uncertainty in even these fundamental quantities at the global scale must inevitably raise questions about 1630 

representing these processes and their changes at seasonal and regional scales needed in CCCC models to determine 

drawdown of atmospheric CO2 under past, present, and future climatic conditions.   
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An example of differences between results with the present model and CC models, is provided by the net annual global flux 

from the AC to the TB. The CC model results, Fig. 14c and Fig. 15b, exhibit large interannual variation that is seen also in 

observations. It might thus be argued that such models do a better job than models such as the present one, for which the rate 1635 

of exchange between the AC and the TB is given by the assumed dependence of GPP on xCO2 and by transfer coefficients 

kla, kao and koa taken as constant, and which, as a consequence, does not result in such fluctuations. However such 

improvement is only apparent, as shown by examination of sum of uptake into the ocean and the TB, determined as the 

difference between annual emission and the annual increase in the stock of atmospheric CO2, Fig. 15c. Although it would 

appear that the multimodel mean of the sum of fluxes from the AC to the ocean and the TB captures the large interannual 1640 

variation that is not represented in the present model, this multimodel mean actually exhibits no improvement over the 

present model in the standard deviation of the residuals of annual fluxes, Fig. 15d.  

A further key strength of the top-down approach for analysis and interpretation of the global CO2 budget lies in its utility for 

practical applications. As the excess CO2 resulting from a given emission remains in the atmosphere for sufficiently long 

time that any input becomes uniformly distributed in the global atmosphere, a global picture is the most pertinent to 1645 

considerations of policy: the excess CO2 in the global atmosphere is affected equally irrespective of the location of emission. 

This top-down budget also provides a framework for interpretation of results from detailed CC models, and consistent with 

this, results from detailed observational and model studies are frequently presented as global average values, the quantities 

that are determined directly in the top-down approach.  

In sum, it should be emphasized that the strength of representing the carbon cycle with a model with just a small number of 1650 

compartments is the ability to constrain a small number of transfer coefficients by observations together with well 

established constraints such as chemical equilibria, preindustrial steady state, and conservation of matter, and thereby to lend 

confidence in the broad accuracy and predictive capability of the model. The more complex the model, the more parameters 

that are required. Uncertainty in predictive capability does not decrease with increasing number of uncertain parameters; it 

increases. 1655 

8.11. Verification versus falsification 

To conclude this discussion it should be noted that a model such as that presented here must be considered a hypothesis, 

which in principle is never verifiable, only falsifiable. As noted by (Popper, 1962), “It is easy to obtain confirmations, or 

verifications, for nearly every theory — if we look for confirmations.” What is necessary, rather, is to look for accurate 

representation of situations that differ greatly from those that display the accuracy of the model. As Popper goes on to state, 1660 

“Confirmations should count only if they are the result of risky predictions [italics in the original].” With respect to the 

present model, such a test of the model developed here might be achieved by society conducting the abrupt cessation 
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experiment, or at least a substantial reduction in emissions, on the time of a decade or so, which is under active 

consideration. Because of the rapid response of the model to changes in emissions the results of the experiment would be in 

hand on a time scale of a few decades. 1665 

9. Conclusions and implications 

Because of the importance of CO2 as the major anthropogenic greenhouse gas, understanding the response of atmospheric 

CO2 to prospective future emissions is essential. A key objective of the present study has been determination of the lifetime 

of excess atmospheric CO2. This lifetime is highly uncertain in the current literature, with published values ranging from a 

few decades to tens of thousands of years. To considerable extent this perceived uncertainty is reduced by agreeing that the 1670 

appropriate measure of the lifetime is the time scale on which, in the absence of anthropogenic emissions, atmospheric CO2 

would substantially recover to its preindustrial value. However even with such agreement, prior model results shown in Fig. 

1 exhibit wide disparity, and it was that range of disparity that motivated the present study. Clearly the uncertainty in CO2 

lifetime represented by the range of results of current carbon cycle models greatly limits confident formulation of approaches 

to limit climate change, specifically, for example, to limit the increase in global temperature to a specific target. Here it is 1675 

noted that in the model intercomparison of MacDougall et al. (2020), reproduced in AR6 (Lee et al., 2021, Figure 4.39), the 

range of change in global temperature over the 100-year time period following abrupt cessation of anthropogenic CO2 

emissions is large, -0.9 to + 1.6 K, and uncertain even in sign. The approach taken here, a hybrid budget–modeling approach, 

tightly constrained by observations and well characterized geophysics, has led to a lifetime of anthropogenic CO2, quantified 

by multiple measures, of 110 ± 30 years, well shorter than given by current carbon cycle models. In the sustained absence of 1680 

anthropogenic emissions, CO2 would not fully return to its preindustrial value. However, as the lifetime defined and 

determined here pertains to the period of time during which CO2 would return substantially to its preindustrial value, it is 

this quantity that is the pertinent measure of the lifetime of excess CO2.  

Although the abrupt cessation of emissions examined here can at present be considered only hypothetical, in view of the 

heavy reliance on fossil fuel combustion by human society to meet its energy needs, such a complete cessation of emissions 1685 

is highly relevant as the end state of potential decarbonization of the world's energy economy. Irrespective of practicality, 

abrupt cessation serves as benchmark by which to consider the response of atmospheric CO2 to any prospective decrease of 

emissions. Certainly if the model developed here provides an accurate representation of the response of atmospheric CO2 to 

such a cessation, the rapid decrease in CO2 that would result from abrupt cessation of emissions would be dramatic: a 50 % 

decrease in excess CO2 in as short a time as 50 to 100 years, much shorter than the 550 years that would be required based 1690 

on the multimodel mean of Joos et al. (2013a), widely used as a benchmark in current analyses, and likewise much shorter 

than the results from the several models that participated in the intercomparison of MacDougall et al. (2020). Such a 
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decrease in atmospheric CO2 would be accompanied by a decrease in radiative forcing, 0.9 W m-2 and by a corresponding 

decrease in global temperature. The decrease in atmospheric CO2 would be mirrored also by a decrease in dissolved 

inorganic carbon in the surface ocean, with resultant increase in pH of 0.07.  1695 

Finally I return to the importance of the adjustment time of excess atmospheric CO2 to climate system response to 

prospective reductions in anthropogenic CO2 emissions. Of the two time constants governing response of global mean 

surface temperature (GMST) to change in CO2 emissions, namely the time constant of response of atmospheric CO2 amount 

to change in emissions τCO2, and the time constant of response of GMST to change in forcing τGMST, the latter is much 

shorter, five to 10 years. Hence it is τCO2 that governs the time scale of the overall response of the climate system to changes 1700 

in emissions. If τCO2 is as great as 300 years or so, as indicated for the multimodel mean in the comparison study of Joos et 

al. (2013) shown in Fig. 1a, then decrease in GMST in response to reduction in anthropogenic CO2 emissions would take 

place only on this multicentennial time scale. In contrast, the present results indicate that the effects of controls on emissions 

might be realized much more quickly and that concerted action to control anthropogenic emissions of CO2 could yield, 

dramatic, tangible results on a time scale as short as a human lifespan. 1705 

Appendix A: Budget of CO2 in the biogeosphere 

The objective of the examination of the budget of CO2 presented here is to obtain an accurate and quantitatively self-

consistent picture of the stocks, fluxes, and annual growth of CO2 in and between the several compartments in the 

biogeosphere governing the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere. Specifically, these compartments are the atmosphere 

(atmospheric compartment, AC), the world ocean, subdivided into two compartments, the mixed-layer ocean (ML), the deep 1710 

ocean (DO), and the terrestrial biosphere (TB), also subdivided into two compartments, a labile biosphere (LB) and an 

obdurate biosphere (OB). The AC and the two ocean compartments are each considered well mixed and to exhibit (in the 

AC) uniform mixing ratio of CO2 or (in the ocean compartments) concentration of total dissolved inorganic carbon, DIC, the 

sum of carbonic acid H2CO3 and bicarbonate HCO3
−  and carbonate CO3

2− ions, predominantly bicarbonate. This analysis 

first examines the preindustrial budget, on which the anthropogenic perturbation is imposed, and then examines the 1715 

anthropogenic perturbation.  

The framework for this analysis is Fig. 2, which identifies the several compartments and presents the results from this 

analysis in terms of the stocks in these compartments, the fluxes between the compartments, and the annual increases in 

several of the stocks. The intent is to develop values of the several quantities that derive from measurements or well 

established relations between the several quantities, importantly the equilibrium total solubility of CO2, the amount of DIC 1720 

in equilibrium with atmospheric CO2. Some differences in several of these quantities have been exhibited among the several 
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prior versions of the figure, resulting from definitional changes, improvements in measurement and understanding, and 

updating. The present examination has resulted in further substantial changes in several of the quantities, as detailed below.  

 A1. Preindustrial stocks 

The preindustrial stock of atmospheric CO2 is accurately known from glacial ice cores (Neftel et al., 1985; Etheridge et al., 1725 

1996). The stock of atmospheric CO2 Sa, is related to the dry-air mixing ratio of CO2 xCO2 as  

Sa = ΓCO2xCO2 ,  (A1) 

where ΓCO2 ≈ 2.120 Pg C ppm-1 (SI Text Sect. S2) can be considered a constant of Earth's geophysical system. The PI CO2 

mixing ratio 278 ppm, uncertain to perhaps 2 ppm, corresponds to stock 589.4 ± 4 Pg. The stock of carbon in fossil fuel 

reserves, determined by inventory, is subject to large uncertainty for reasons of definition or by changes in inventory 1730 

method, but for consideration of the budget of atmospheric and oceanic CO2 such uncertainty is of secondary importance. 

Stocks of CO2 dissolved in the two ocean compartments are related to average concentrations by the depth of the ML, zm = 

100 m, consistent with previous versions of this figure, and of the DO, zd = 3583 m, for total mean depth of the global ocean 

3683 m, and area of the global ocean Ao = 3.62 × 1014 m2 (Eakins and Sharman, 2012), together with the density of 

seawater (ρsaw = 1025 kg m-3). Throughout this study the equilibrium concentration of DIC corresponding to a given CO2 1735 

dry-air mixing ratio xCO2 has been calculated with the program CO2SYS (Lewis and Wallace, 1998), with temperature taken 

as 18 ˚C and total alkalinity 2349 µmol kgsw
−1 , the latter selected to yield mixed-layer stock 900 Pg in near equilibrium with 

the preindustrial CO2 mixing ratio as given in earlier versions of the figure; these values of alkalinity and temperature are 

used throughout the present study. The dependence of equilibrium DIC concentration on xCO2 is shown in SI Text Sect. S3, 

Fig. S3.1, which also shows the corresponding stocks in the two compartments. Conversions relating stocks and 1740 

concentrations are also given in SI Text Sect. S2.  

The total stock in the preindustrial TB is treated as consisting of two components the PI LB and its complement the PI OB. 

Here the value of the total stock in the PI TB St
pi  is taken as 2800 Pg based on a survey of present-day carbon stocks by 

Carvalhais et al. (2014), which yielded 2807−278
−428  Pg (uncertainty range adjusted to 68 % likelihood) together with the net 

change in St between preindustrial time and present day (difference between net deforestation and net uptake of 1745 

anthropogenic CO2) being small. The stock in the PI LB Sl
pi , which assumes some importance in the present analysis as it 

exerts a major influence on the amount and rate of anthropogenic CO2 taken up by the LB, is considered uncertain and is 

limited by comparison of present model results and observations to the range [200, 700] Pg, Sect. 7.  
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 A2. Preindustrial steady state 

A requirement of the preindustrial state is that the stocks in all compartments are constant with time (steady state), and 1750 

therefore that the fluxes between all compartments be equal when summed over all paths. In this regard attention is called 

first to the large and essentially cancelling fluxes between the AC and the ML, Sect. A4, and between the AC and the LB. 

The gross fluxes between the AC and the LB are set to estimates of PI gross primary production, Sect. A3. The gross fluxes 

from the AC to the OB and from the OB to the AC, the ranges of which are constrained by comparisons of observations with 

results from calculations with the model developed here, are much smaller. Attention is called to the slightly greater flux 1755 

from the AC to the OB than the return flux, a difference of 0.6 Pg yr-1, that is compensated by a riverine flux from the OB to 

the ML. This riverine flux into the ML results in the value for concentration of DIC in the ML [DIC]m, shown as 2020.2 

µmol kgsw
−1 , slightly exceeding the concentration in equilibrium with the atmospheric mixing ratio 278 ppm (2018.4 µmol

kgsw
−1 ; Sm = 899.2 Pg) and in turn to the flux from the ML to the AC Fma

pi  slightly exceeding that from the AC to the ML 

Fam
pi  (70.6 vs 70 Pg yr-1). Although this difference in flux is slight relative to the flux itself, and to the accuracy with which 1760 

the flux is known, the difference is substantial in the context of the anthropogenic increment in net flux between the AC and 

the ML and must be accounted for in the budget (Sarmiento and Sundquist, 1992; Takahashi et al., 2009). The corresponding 

augmented stock in the ML Sm
pi  = 900 Pg consistent with recent versions of Fig. 2. This situation results in a steady state for 

the three compartments.  

 A3. Preindustrial flux between the atmosphere and the terrestrial biosphere 1765 

The flux from AC to LB Fal
pi  given in Fig. 2 is meant to represent annual gross primary production, GPP, that is, the entire 

amount of CO2 taken up by photosynthesis including the amount that is rapidly released by vegetative respiration. Here as 

the global annual preindustrial fluxes Fal
pi  and Fla

pi  are taken as compensating, their exact magnitudes are unimportant for 

consideration of budgets. In fact, an early version of the figure given (Sarmiento and Gruber, 2002) gave the flux from the 

atmosphere to terrestrial vegetation as the estimated net primary production, NPP, 60 Pg yr-1 rather than the 120 Pg yr-1 that 1770 

corresponds to GPP given in later versions of the figure. GPP has conventionally been estimated as twice NPP (e.g., Beer et 

al., 2010), hence the value of 120 Pg yr-1. However neither the 60 Pg yr-1 estimate for NPP nor the factor of 2 is known 

with great accuracy (e.g., Piao et al., 2010). The value 120 Pg yr-1 given for GPP in recent versions of Fig. 2 is taken here as 

PI gross flux from the atmosphere to the LB, Fal
pi .  

An important addition to Fig. 2 relative to previous versions of this figure is inclusion of fluxes denoting the preindustrial 1775 

drawdown of carbon from the atmosphere to the obdurate biosphere OB and the return of this carbon from the OB to the 

atmosphere either directly or, to much lesser extent, through the ocean mixed layer. As developed in Appendix A13 and 

Section 3, the range of Fao
pi , [4.6, 20.6] Pg yr-1, is constrained by comparisons of results from the model developed here with 
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observations. The return flux Foa
pi  [4.0, 20.0] Pg yr-1 is less than Fal

pi  by the riverine flux from the OB to the ML Fom
pi  = 0.6 

Pg yr-1.  1780 

 A4. Preindustrial flux between the atmosphere and the mixed-layer ocean 

A principal objective of this analysis of the CO2 budget is to develop transfer coefficients characterizing the fluxes between 

compartments Fij in terms of the stocks of the source compartments, Si as  

Fij = kijSi . (A2) 

where the transfer coefficient pertinent to the global annual mean is generally a constant but is not a constant for transfer 1785 

between the ML and the AC (Appendix B). By Eq A2 the ratio of the flux of CO2 from the atmosphere to the ocean to the 

atmospheric stock defines the transfer coefficient kam,  

kam ≡ Fam
pi / Sa

pi . (A3) 

The preindustrial atmospheric stock and atmosphere-to-ocean flux shown in Fig. 2, which are taken from earlier versions of 

this figure, result in the value kam = 0.119 yr-1. This transfer coefficient corresponds to a global and annual mean transfer 1790 

velocity vam (often denoted deposition velocity), the ratio of global mean flux density ϕam = Fam/Ao to mean gas-phase 

CO2 volumetric concentration at the surface Cas,  

vam = ϕam
Cas

, (A4) 

the subscript s denoting surface concentration. As shown in SI Text Sect. S2, vam, which is related to kam by Ao and the 

volume of the global atmosphere (reckoned at the global and annual mean temperature and pressure at the ocean surface) Va, 1795 

vam = kamVa
Ao

, (A5) 

is approximately 16 cm h-1. As the mass transport is controlled by aqueous-phase diffusion of dissolved CO2 in the laminar 

layer of seawater immediately adjacent to the atmosphere, vam does not depend on the concentration or extent of ionic 

dissociation of dissolved CO2 (e.g., Liss and Slater, 1974; Schwartz, 1992; Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006, pp. 82-89). This 

deposition velocity falls squarely within the range of estimates of global-mean aqueous-phase transfer velocities for CO2, as 1800 

summarized, e.g., by Sarmiento and Gruber (2006; p. 85), 11 to 20 cm h-1. (Indeed, the value for Fam
pi  of 70 Pg yr-1 given in 

Fig. 2 and in multiple earlier versions of this figure almost certainly derives from estimates of the global and annual mean 

aqueous-phase transfer velocity together with specified Sa). These estimates result from averages of local and instantaneous 
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transfer velocity, a quantity that depends strongly on wind speed (roughly as the second power) and to lesser extent on other 

situational variables (e.g., Liss and Merlivat, 1986; Takahashi et al., 2009; Wanninkhof et al., 2013). The transfer coefficient 1805 

kam denoting the global and annual mean gross transfer rate of CO2 from the atmosphere to the surface ocean divided by the 

amount of CO2 in the global atmosphere is independent of the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere and of the amount or 

concentration of dissolved CO2 in the ocean. Indeed, after accounting for Henry’s law solubility, this transfer coefficient is 

applicable to any low- to moderate-solubility gas, the uptake of which is controlled by aqueous-phase mass transport, with 

slight dependence on the diffusivity of the dissolved gas in seawater. The value for kam is given here, as also for other 1810 

quantities, to far greater precision than is justified by the accuracy with which it is known, the uncertainty in kam, the value 

of which is based on modeling studies and perhaps with greater confidence on the rate of uptake of natural and weapons-

produced radioactive tracers, being about ±30 %. (Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006, p. 85). Again, however, because of 

cancellation in the up and down fluxes, Fig. 2, the actual values of the gross fluxes assume secondary importance in 

consideration of the CO2 budget. 1815 

The transfer coefficient between the atmosphere and the ML referred to gas-phase CO2 is related to the transport coefficient 

between the two compartments referred to aqueous-phase CO2, vam, by the dimensionless volumetric Henry's law solubility 

coefficient H (Sander et al., 2021) amount per volume in solution divided by amount per volume in the gas phase, as 

vma =
vam
H

 (A6) 

 (e.g., Liss and Slater, 1974; Schwartz, 1992). For CO2, because H is near unity (0.83 at 291 K; Weiss, 1974; Lewis and 1820 

Wallace, 1998), vma is roughly equal to vam. The resulting global- and annual mean value of vma is 19 cm h-1, again with 

uncertainty ± 30 %.  

As developed in Appendix B, the flux from the ML to the AC does not exhibit constant proportionality to the amount of 

total dissolved inorganic carbon (DIC) in the ML as it is proportional, rather, to the amount of dissolved H2CO3, which is 

the species that exchanges with atmospheric CO2. This situation is readily dealt with using well established equilibrium 1825 

relations between concentrations of DIC and H2CO3 but has the consequence that the transfer coefficient kma is dependent 

on the concentration of DIC and is thus not a constant in the same sense as kam.  

 A5. Gravitational flux of particulate carbon 

In the preindustrial situation, in order for steady state to be maintained, the total flux from the ML to the DO must equal the 

reverse flux from the DO to the ML. Here, in addition to the contributions to these fluxes from exchange of water containing 1830 

DIC between the two compartments, with fluxes Fmd
pi  and Fdm

pi , transfer occurs also by gravitational settling of biogenic 

https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2021-924
Preprint. Discussion started: 29 November 2021
c© Author(s) 2021. CC BY 4.0 License.



65 
 

particulate carbon from the ML to the DO, with flux denoted Fpc, the so-called biological pump (Volk and Hoffert, 1985; 

Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006, p. 332). The particulate carbon transferred to the DO is subsequently oxidized to inorganic 

carbon and returned to the mixed layer as part of Fdm
pi , thereby requiring, in steady state, that  

Fmd
pi + Fpc = Fdm

pi . (A7) 1835 

The global-mean flux densities of dissolved CO2 transferred between the two compartments can be related to the 

concentrations (Ci, mass/volume) in the two compartments,  

Ci =
Si
Aozi

 (A8) 

and to the rate of volume of seawater exchange between the two compartments, vp as  

Fmd
pi = AovpCm

pi;   Fdm
pi = AovpCd

pi . (A9) 1840 

As vp has the dimension of velocity, it is often denoted a “piston velocity”, the volume of water (per area and time) that 

would be displaced by a piston moving at that velocity; this global piston velocity characterizes the rate of transfer of any 

globally distributed tracer between the ML and the DO. Here the piston velocity is determined from the rate of transfer of 

heat energy from the ML to the DO in recent decades (Appendix A Sect. A6). From Eqs A5-A9 the concentrations in the 

two compartments are related by  1845 

Cd
pi = Cm

pi +
Fpc
Aovp

 (A10) 

From (A10) it may be seen that the sinking of particulate carbon results in the concentration of DIC in the deep ocean being 

greater than that in the mixed layer. Eq (A10) may be inverted to yield a value of the flux of particulate matter from the 

mixed layer to the deep ocean that is consistent with a specified difference between the concentrations in the deep and 

mixed-layer ocean.  1850 

Fpc = Aovp Cd
pi −Cm

pi( )  (A11) 

Here the preindustrial DIC concentration in the mixed-layer is taken as 2020 µmol kgsw
−1 , equivalent to 0.02487 kg m-3 and 

that in the deep ocean 2250 ± 25 µmol kgsw
−1  (Key et al., 2004; McKinley et al., 2017), equivalent to 0.02770 kg m-3. The 

requirement of preindustrial steady state together with the piston velocity determined in Appendix A, Sect. A6, 5.5 ± 1.8 m 

yr-1 constrains the gravitational flux of particulate carbon from the ML to the DO Fpc to 5.6 ± 1.8 Pg yr-1, where the 1855 
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uncertainty is dominated by uncertainty in vp. This value is considerably less than, the value given in prior versions of Fig. 

2, 11 Pg yr-1, a value that derives from an inverse model calculation by Schlitzer et al. (2000). However prior and 

subsequent estimates of this quantity, based on measurements with sediment traps and on determination of ocean 

productivity from satellite measurements together with yield of particulate matter, or by model calculations vary over a 

substantial range: Keeling (1979) 3.5 Pg yr-1; Martin (1987) 5; Karl et al. (1996), 5; Six and Maier-Reimer (1996), 11; 1860 

Falkowski et al. (1998), 16; Laws et al. (2000), 11; Del Giorgio and Duarte (2002), 27.5; Henson et al. (2011), 5. In this 

context the value that is consistent with the difference between DIC in the ML and the deep ocean under preindustrial 

conditions, together with the piston velocity determined from heat uptake by the world ocean, Fpc = 5.6 ± 1.8 m yr-1, seems 

not unreasonable. (In contrast, values of Fpc of 11 or 16 Pg yr-1 would require unreasonably high piston velocity, 11 and 17 

m yr-1, respectively.) The stock of DIC in the DO compartment consistent with the DIC concentration in the DO, 35917 Pg, 1865 

corresponding to [DIC] = (2250 ± 25 µmol kgsw
−1 ), is slightly less than that given in earlier versions of the figure, 37100 Pg, 

which appears to have been evaluated for an assumed total ocean stock of 38000 Pg decremented by the 900 Pg in the mixed 

layer. Again, although these stocks provide important context for the budget of anthropogenic CO2, the actual values are of 

minor importance.  

 A6. Piston velocity between mixed layer and deep ocean 1870 

The piston velocity quantifying the rate of transfer of water, and by extension of any tracer, between the ML and the DO is 

of great importance and interest in many geophysical applications. An early determination of this quantity, 3 to 3.5 m yr-1, 

was obtained from the difference in the ratio of 14CO2 to 12CO2 in the upper ocean versus that in the DO, using the half-life 

of 14CO2 as a clock (Broecker and Peng, 1982, pp. 236-243; also Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006, p. 12) . 

An alternative approach to determine vp, taken here, comes from recognition that the piston velocity governing exchange of 1875 

CO2 between the ML and the DO would likely find a good analogy in the flux of heat energy from the ML to the DO that 

has been induced by the increase in global mean surface temperature over the Anthropocene era, especially given the similar 

time history of these perturbations. The global heat flux into the world ocean has received much attention in measurements. 

Typically the heat flux density has been quantified by a global heat transfer coefficient κH as  

FH ,md =κHΔT  (A12) 1880 

where ΔT, the driving force for the heat transfer, denotes the increase in global mean surface temperature over the 

Anthropocene era. Here the value is taken as given by the IPCC 2013 assessment (Hartmann et al., 2013, Box 2.2) for year 

2010, 0.78 [± 0.07] K; the square brackets denote the 5-95 % uncertainty range as commonly given by the IPCC 

assessments. The rate of increase in ocean heat content is determined from the increase in global heat content, dominated by 
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the increase in ocean heat content, that is obtained as the integral of heat content over the global ocean. This increase in heat 1885 

content is divided by the time between the successive measurements. Based on such measurements the 2013 IPCC 

Assessment report provided best estimates and associated uncertainties of the amount of global heat increase (Rhein et al., 

2013, Box 3.1). The increase of global heat content from 1971 to 2010, 274 [196–351] × 1021 J, yields the heating rate of 

the planet 0.43 [0.31–0.55] W m-2; the increase from 1993-2010, 163 [127–201] × 1021 J, yields a somewhat greater rate of 

increase, 0.60 [0.47–0.74] W m-2. Following Rhein et al. (2013), ascribing 93 % of the increase in heat content to the global 1890 

ocean and taking into account the ocean area fraction of the planet 0.708 yields ocean heating rates 0.56 [0.40 - 0.72] and 

0.78 [0.61–0.97] W m-2. (Rhein et al. (2013) give the latter quantity, evidently erroneously, as 0.71 W m-2). Averaging 

these and retaining the uncertainty limits yields a total heating rate of the global ocean dHtot/dt = 0.672 [± 0.28] W m-2.  

In order to determine the transfer velocity it is necessary to recognize that the total heating rate consists of two components, 

the heating of the mixed layer and the flux density that corresponds to transfer of heat to the deep ocean, 1895 

dH tot
dt

= dHm
dt

+ FH ,md , (A13) 

where the second term on the right is the quantity of interest here. The first term, the mixed-layer heating rate, is evaluated as 

the rate of increase of global temperature times the heat capacity of the upper ocean, evaluated as zm times the volumetric 

heat capacity of seawater, cvol,  

dHm
dt

= dTm
dt

cvolzm . (A14) 1900 

For dTm/dt = 0.0106 [0.080–0.132] K yr-1, cvol = 3.99 × 106 J m-3 K-1, and zm again taken as 100 m, dHm/dt = 0.134 [± 

0.02] W m-2; this must be subtracted from dHtot/dt to yield the deep ocean heating rate of the global ocean, dHd/dt = 0.538 

[± 0.28] W m-2. By Eq (A12) the heat transfer coefficient of the world ocean, κH = 0.689 [± 0.36] W m-2 K-1. In turn the 

piston velocity, which is related to the heat transfer coefficient as  

vp,H =κH / cvol , (A15) 1905 

is 5.46 [± 2.9] m yr-1. For consistency with the one-sigma estimates of uncertainty used here for the CO2 budget, the 5-95 % 

uncertainty range is reduced by a factor of 1.64 (representing the ratio of widths for a gaussian distribution) to yield vp,H = 

5.5 ± 1.8 m yr-1 (relative uncertainty 33 %, 1 sigma). The piston velocity between the mixed layer ocean and the deep ocean 

determined in this way from measurements of the heating rate of the global ocean, which is consistent with that determined 

by the 14CO2 method, provides an independent, observationally based measure of this quantity that can be used with 1910 

confidence in determining components of global CO2 budget.  
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Knowledge of the piston velocity vp permits determination of the net flux density of exchange of any tracer between the ML 

and DO compartments as 

ϕnet,md = vp [Tr]m − [Tr]d( )  (A16) 

where [Tr] denotes the volumetric concentration of the tracer. The two terms represent the flux density from the ML to the 1915 

deep ocean, ϕmd, and that from the deep ocean to the ML, ϕdm, respectively. Noting that the flux is related to the flux 

density by the area of the world ocean Ao, and that the concentrations in the two compartments are related to the respective 

stocks by the volumes of the respective compartments (for the atmosphere reckoned at the temperature and pressure of the 

surface; SI Text Sect. S2) leads to an expression for the net flux in terms of the respective stocks  

Fnet,md = kmdSm − kdmSd  (A17) 1920 

where the transfer coefficients kmd and kdm characterize the gross flux from the ML to the DO and from the DO to the ML, 

respectively. These transfer coefficients are related to the piston velocity as  

kmd =
vp
zm

;   kdm =
vp
zd

. (A18) 

The values are kmd = 0.055 ± 0.018 yr-1 and kdm = (1.53 ± 0.5) × 10-3 yr-1, where the uncertainties reflect propagated 

uncertainty in vp.  1925 

Recently, as discussed in the main text, Sect. 7.8, Sect. 8.5, the ocean uptake rate of CO2 has been determined from the 

globally integrated increase in DIC between two time periods, 1994 and 2007 (Gruber et al., 2019), permitting determination 

of the piston velocity. analogously to the approach taken here from increase in ocean heat content. The mean rate of increase 

in DIC over this time period determined by Gruber et al. was 2.6 ± 0.3 Pg yr-1; after subtraction of 0.48 Pg yr-1 for increase 

in the ML, this yields 2.1 Pg yr-1 for the DO. For anthropogenic stock in the ML 26.0 Pg for year 2000, the piston velocity, 1930 

uncorrected for return flux, is 8.2 m yr-1, which after correction for the return flux yields vp = 8.0 ± 1.1 m yr-1, substantially 

greater than the value determined from uptake of heat, 5.5 ± 1.8 m yr-1, although just outside the mutual uncertainty range.  

 A7. Anthropogenic emissions 

The anthropogenic perturbations to the CO2 stocks and fluxes shown in red in Fig. 2 have been and continue to be driven by 

emissions from fossil fuel combustion and other industrial activities (primarily calcination of limestone in cement 1935 

production) Qff, and by land-use changes (the net of deforestation and afforestation), Qlu. Emissions are calculated by 

inventory methods as summarized recently by Le Quéré et al. (2018a), who provide tabulated annual emissions from both 

https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2021-924
Preprint. Discussion started: 29 November 2021
c© Author(s) 2021. CC BY 4.0 License.



69 
 

categories as well as estimates of associated uncertainties (Data Sources; Supporting Information SI Text Sect. S4). For the 

uncertainty associated with Qff, Le Quéré et al. (2018a) recommend ± 5 %, 1-sigma, independent of time. Present Qff is 

estimated as 9.9 ± 0.5 Pg yr-1 (Boden et al. 2017) and Qlu as 1.4 ± 0.7 Pg yr-1, the average of two bookkeeping methods 1940 

(Houghton and Nassikas, 2017; Hansis et al., 2017), with the uncertainty reflecting a best value judgment. These present 

emissions given here and in Fig. 2 denote the averages of the last three years (2014–2016) of the Le Quéré et al. (2018a) 

tabulation, yielding present annual anthropogenic emission and associated uncertainty 11.2 ± 0.9 Pg yr-1. Although emission 

from land-use change Qlu is now only 12 % of the total anthropogenic emission, its uncertainty actually exceeds that of Qff; 

this greater uncertainty arises from large uncertainty in both the amount of land-use change and the net emission associated 1945 

with specific types of land-use change. As developed in Sect. 5.9 and Table 3 and below (Sect. A10, Sect. A11) uncertainty 

in present anthropogenic CO2 emission contributes substantially to uncertainty in the inference of the rate of removal of 

anthropogenic CO2 from the atmosphere and hence to the turnover time and other measures of the lifetime of excess CO2.  

The cumulative emission from fossil fuel combustion and cement production Ωff from 1750 to 2016 is calculated as the 

integral of annual emission over this period to yield 422 ± 21 Pg. The fractional uncertainty associated with Qlu is estimated 1950 

as ± 50 % for the annual emission, and hence the absolute uncertainty in integrated emission in Ωlu, 114 Pg, is 5 times that 

for Ωff. The total cumulative anthropogenic emission, 1750–2016, Ωant = 649 Pg, with uncertainty ± 116 Pg or about 18 %. 

This uncertainty in cumulative emission does not greatly affect the present analysis.  

 A8. Anthropogenic enhancement of atmospheric stock 

The increase in the mixing ratio of atmospheric CO2 over the Anthropocene has been accurately determined by 1955 

contemporaneous measurement commencing in 1959 (Keeling et al., 1976; 2001 as updated; Ballantyne et al., 2012, as 

updated by Dlugokencky and Tans, 2018), and for earlier time from glacial ice cores (Neftel et al., 1985; Etheridge et al., 

1996), with CO2 considered for this purpose well mixed in the atmosphere. The present (2016) mixing ratio is 405 ppm, 

corresponding to 858.6 Pg; the anthropogenic increase in the stock of CO2 in the AC, Sa
ant = 269.2 Pg, is uncertain to 

perhaps 2 ppm, corresponding to 4 Pg, or about 1.6 % of the increment.  1960 

Of the cumulative total anthropogenic emission about 41 ± 7 % remains as excess CO2 in the atmosphere, the balance 

having been taken up by the ocean and the terrestrial biosphere, shown in Fig. 2 as 131 and 191 Pg, respectively. Net uptake 

by the marine biosphere is thought to be small (Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006, p. 424), most fixed CO2 being rapidly returned 

to the atmosphere and any anthropogenic perturbation still smaller. Although the sum of the oceanic and terrestrial biosphere 

sinks is rather well constrained (to the uncertainty of the aggregate emission, the uncertainty in the incremental amount in the 1965 

atmosphere being small), the apportionment between the oceanic and terrestrial sinks should be considered much more 

uncertain, Appendix A, Sect. A13.  
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The annual increment for Sa,  △Sa , is evaluated as the difference in Sa in successive years as determined, since 1959, by 

contemporaneous measurements of CO2 mixing ratio in air. The present annual increment, estimated by regression fit, SI 

Text Sect. S5, Fig. S5.1, is 5.2 ± 0.4 Pg yr-1, the uncertainty arising from fluctuations in the rates of removal processes 1970 

and/or annual emission. This annual increment represents about half of current emissions (46 ± 5 %), where the uncertainty 

takes into account uncertainties in  △Sa  and Qtot. The annual uptake of current emissions by dissolution into the ocean and 

by the terrestrial biosphere, obtained by difference, is 6.1 ± 1.0 Pg yr-1, where the uncertainty is dominated by uncertainty in 

annual emission. Much insight is to be gained from examination of the distribution of this rate of uptake into the ML, DO 

and TB compartments.  1975 

 A9. Anthropogenic enhancement of DIC in the mixed-layer ocean 

The starting point for determination of the stock of anthropogenic DIC in the ML Sm
ant  is the value for DIC concentration in 

equilibrium with the atmospheric partial pressure of CO2. The DIC concentration in equilibrium with any given xCO2 can 

(and can only) be evaluated numerically from the well established equilibrium constants for CO2 solubility and dissociation 

(dependent on total alkalinity and salinity and temperature) together with the partial pressure of atmospheric CO2. This 1980 

equilibrium relation is shown in SI Text Sect. S3, Fig. S3.1. At the present (2016) CO2 mixing ratio, xCO2 = 405 ppm, the 

equilibrium anthropogenic stock of DIC in the ML would be equal to the stock in equilibrium with this xCO2, 933.7 Pg; this 

value must be augmented slightly, to 934.2 Pg, to yield an additional flux of 0.6 Pg yr-1, as in the preindustrial situation, and 

this, minus the similarly augmented preindustrial stock, 900.0 Pg, yields Sm,aug
ant  = 34.2 Pg, where “aug” denotes the 

augmentation to account for the preindustrial imbalance. This value for Sm,aug
ant  slightly exceeds (5 %) the actual value Sm

ant  1985 

for two reasons: a lag in Sm relative to its (augmented) equilibrium value with respect to Sa by not keeping up with the rate 

of increase of Sa, and a decrease in Sm due to net removal of CO2 from the ML to the DO. That is  

δSm
ant ≡ Sm,aug

ant − Sm
ant = δ lagSm +δsinkSm , (A20) 

or alternatively  

Sm
ant = Sm,aug

ant 1− δSm
Sm,aug
ant

⎛

⎝
⎜⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟⎟

 (A21) 1990 

The magnitudes of these difference terms are evaluated here.  

For a given rate of increase in Sm,eq that is driven by the rate of increase in Sa the magnitude of the lag in Sm relative to its 

equilibrium value is, to good approximation, equal to the time constant describing the relaxation of a perturbation between 

the two phases τam times the rate of increase of Sm,eq, i.e.,  
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δ lagSm
ant = τ am

dSm,aug
dt

≈ τ am
dSm,eq
dt

. (A22) 1995 

For present (2016) CO2 mixing ratio, 405 ppm, τam is about 0.74 yr, for assumed zm = 100 m (Appendix B). The annual 

rate of increase in Sm,eq, dSm,eq/dt, is given by  

dSm,eq
dt

= dSm
dSa

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

dSa
dt

= ′Kma
−1 dSa

dt
 (A23) 

where  

′Kma ≡
dSa
dSm

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

 (A24) 2000 

is a quantity that plays an important role in characterizing the rate of transfer of CO2 between the ML and the AC accounting 

for the dissociation equilibria of dissolved CO2. ′Kma  may be thought of as a differential equilibrium constant, the 

derivative of Sa with respect to Sm under equilibrium conditions, that relates the transfer coefficients between the two 

compartments as  

kma = ′Kmakam .  (A25) 2005 

′Kma is a function of DIC concentration (or equivalently of the CO2 partial pressure in equilibrium with DIC concentration), 

which must be determined numerically from the known dependence of equilibrium [DIC] on xCO2, but which is readily 

determined (Appendix B, Fig. B1). For present atmospheric CO2 mixing ratio ′Kma  ≈ 10. With the rate of increase of Sa, 

dSa/dt = 5.2 Pg yr-1 obtained from observations (Appendix A, Sect. A8; SI Text S5), dSm,eq/dt = 0.52 Pg yr-1, from which 

the resultant departure from phase equilibrium is δlagSm = 0.40 Pg or about 1.2 % of Sm
ant . 2010 

The second contribution to the difference between Sm
ant  and Sm,aug

ant  arises because of the sink of DIC from the ML to the 

DO. To good approximation this difference is given (SI Text Sect. S3) as the fraction of sink to the DO upon the total gross 

rate of DIC leaving the ML compartment, 

δsinkSm = Sm,aug
ant kmd

kam ′Kma + kmd
≈ Sm,aug

ant kmd
kam ′Kma

. (A26) 

The approximation results from kmd , the coefficient describing transfer of DIC from the ML to the DO being much less than2015 

kma = kam ′Kma , the transfer coefficient of DIC from the ML to the atmosphere at the current DIC concentration, with ′Kma  

being determined numerically (Appendix B). For kmd = 0.055 yr-1 (Eq. A18) and ′Kma  ≈ 10 for xCO2 = 405 ppm, the 
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decrease in Sm due to the sink to the DO δsinkSm = 1.51 Pg or 4.4 %, for a total departure from equilibrium of 1.91 Pg or 

5.6 % of Sm
ant , resulting in Sm

ant  = 32.2 Pg. The associated uncertainty, derives from uncertainty in Sa
ant , and which is 

essentially completely correlated with that uncertainty, is small, about 0.6 Pg.  2020 

The annual change in the ML stock is evaluated as 

 

△Sm = dSm
ant

dt
= d
dt

Sm,eq
ant 1− δSm

Sm,eq
ant

⎛

⎝
⎜⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟⎟

⎡

⎣
⎢
⎢

⎤

⎦
⎥
⎥
≈
dSm,eq
ant

dt
1− δSm

Sm,eq
ant

⎛

⎝
⎜⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟⎟

 (A27) 

where the approximation rests on the fractional departure of Sm
ant  from Sm,eq

ant  not changing appreciably over a year. Thus 

 △Sm  is evaluated as 0.55 Pg yr-1 or about 10 % of annual growth of the atmospheric stock Sa,  △Sa , roughly in the same 

proportion as the ratio of the anthropogenic stocks in the two compartments, 32.2/269, but a bit lower because of the 2025 

continuing decrease in incremental solubility of CO2 with increasing xCO2 and [DIC]. The uncertainty in △Sm , dominated by 

year-to-year fluctuation in △Sa , is about 0.06 Pg yr-1, correlated with uncertainty in △Sa .  

 A10. Anthropogenic enhancement of CO2 in atmosphere and mixed-layer ocean together 

In view of the small difference between Sm,eq
ant  and Sm

ant , anthropogenic DIC in the ML can be considered to fairly good 

approximation as in equilibrium with the stock of anthropogenic CO2 in the AC. It is thus useful to consider the AC and the 2030 

ML as a single compartment, denoted Sam, in analysis of the fate of anthropogenic CO2, lending great heuristic value to 

interpretation of the CO2 budget and pertinent time scales, while introducing slight error. This equilibrium assumption is a 

consequence of the time constant for equilibration of CO2 between the atmosphere and the ML being short relative to other 

time constants governing evolution of the system (Main text, Sect. 5.3, Sect. 7.7). The annual increase in Sam, 

 △Sam ≡  △Sa +△Sm = 5.7 Pg yr-1. As the anthropogenic stocks in these two compartments are tightly coupled, the 2035 

uncertainties must be viewed as additive rather than independent. Thus the uncertainty in Sam is 6 Pg, and the uncertainty in 

 △Sam is 0.5 Pg yr-1. More substantively, the near equilibrium between excess CO2 in the two compartments suggests the 

utility of considering these two compartments as a single compartment, with stock Sam
ant  = (269 + 32) Pg = 301 Pg, in 

consideration of time scales characterizing evolution of anthropogenic CO2. 

 A11. Net flux of anthropogenic CO2 into the deep ocean 2040 

Knowledge of Sm
ant  permits evaluation of the flux from ML to the DO. In the absence of any return flux from the DO to the 

ML this flux is given (Eq A17) as Fmd
ant = kmdSm

ant , proportional to Sm
ant , as the exchange between ocean compartments 

operates on total DIC. The resulting flux is 1.8 ± 0.6 Pg yr-1, where the uncertainty is dominated by uncertainty in kmd and 
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in turn vp; it might be observed that unlike Sm
ant  or kmd, Fmd

ant is immune to the choice of zm, as this quantity cancels out 

between Sm
ant  and kmd. This gross flux must be diminished by the return flux to yield the net flux 2045 

 
△Sd = Fmd,net

ant = kmdSm
ant − kdmSm

ant = kmdSm
ant 1− Sd

ant

Sm
ant

zm
zd

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟ . (A28) 

The major contribution to uncertainty in  △Sd  is uncertainty in kmd, 33 %. The second term on the RHS, representing the 

return flux of anthropogenic DIC from the DO to the ML is small compared to unity, the factor zm/zd = 1/40 offset by the 

ratio of the anthropogenic stocks, Sd
ant / Sm

ant . For this purpose the anthropogenic increase in the stock in the DO is taken as = 

124 Pg, yielding Sd
ant / Sm

ant  = 131/32.2, or about 4, for a net return flux of about 10 %. The resulting return flux, 0.2 Pg yr-1, 2050 

is small relative to other terms in the budget of anthropogenic CO2. As this term is small, even a fairly large uncertainty in 

Sd
ant  say, 50 %, yields an uncertainty in the return flux, 0.1 Pg yr-1 that does not contribute substantially to the uncertainty 

in the overall budget. In turn,  △Sd= 1.6 ± 0.6 Pg yr-1, the uncertainty dominated by uncertainty in vp.  

The value 124 Pg for Sd
ant  comes from numerical integration using the present model, incremented by an additional 20 Pg 

that would account for the so-called “flattening” of the atmospheric CO2 mixing ratio record in the 1940's inferred from 2055 

glacial ice cores (Trudinger et al., 2002) that is attributed largely if not entirely to an unexplained increase in ocean uptake of 

2–3 Pg yr-1 for a 6 to 8 year period. This flattening is evident in comparison of modeling results (which do not take the 

flattening into account) and observations as presented in Fig. 8 of the main text. The resulting value of  △Sd  given in Fig. 2 is 

1.5 Pg yr-1 with uncertainty ± 0.5 Pg yr-1. The uncertainty in Sd
ant is likewise dominated by uncertainty in vp, ± 33 % or 34 

Pg, with an additional, structural uncertainty arising from the increment associated with the observed flattening of 2060 

atmospheric CO2 mixing ratio in the 1940's, taken as ± 10 Pg, small compared to that from vp, for a total uncertainty of ± 36 

Pg.  

Comparison of the annual increments in the ML and DO compartments shows that the increment in the DO compartment is 

dominant, by a factor of 3 or so. The flux of dissolved CO2 from the ML to the DO assumes a much greater importance to 

the budget of excess CO2 than the flux between the AC and the ML, not just because of its magnitude but because this flux 2065 

is to first order an irreversible sink of CO2 until the incremental return flux from the deep ocean to the upper ocean becomes 

appreciable relative to the incremental downward flux.  

As the residence time in the DO is long (~ 650 yr, Main text, Sect. 5.4) relative to the century time scale that is the primary 

focus of the present analysis, the DO can be considered to be a sink for anthropogenic CO2 on this time scale. The net return 

flux from the DO to the ML reflected in Eq (A28) is a consequence of the integrated uptake of CO2 from the ML to the DO 2070 

over the Anthropocene and is a measure of the extent to which the DO can be considered an irreversible sink for 
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anthropogenic CO2. The return flux from the DO to the ML would be expected to increase in the future as the DO 

equilibrates with the Ml and would need to be accounted for in any long-term projections. 

 A12. Total oceanic uptake of anthropogenic CO2 

The sums of the anthropogenic stocks in ML and DO compartments Smd
ant = Sm

ant + Sd
ant

  and of the annual increments to these 2075 

stocks △Smd =  △Sm +△Sd , representing the total oceanic uptake of anthropogenic CO2 are of value in consideration of the 

disposition of anthropogenic CO2, especially as the latter quantity is reported by many investigators. From the values given 

for these quantities in Sect. A9 and Sect. A11, Smd
ant

 = 156 ± 36 Pg and  △Smd   = 2.2 ± 0.6 Pg yr-1. As discussed in Sect. A9, 

Sm
ant

 and  △Sm  are fairly tightly constrained by equilibrium with the stock and annual increment of CO2 in the AC. Hence 

both uncertainties are dominated by uncertainty in vp. 2080 

A13. Stock of anthropogenic CO2 in the terrestrial biosphere and associated fluxes 

In contrast to uptake of anthropogenic CO2 by the two ocean compartments, for which observation-based fluxes have been 

evaluated using independently determined transfer coefficients and solubilities, there is no direct approach to determination 

of the additional amount of CO2 taken up by the terrestrial biosphere (TB = LB + OB) over the Anthropocene Slo
ant  or of its 

annual increment, △Slo
ant . However, under assumption that the TB is the only remaining reservoir for anthropogenic CO2, 2085 

then by conservation of the amount of carbon, Slo
ant is determined as the difference between the total anthropogenic CO2 

introduced into the atmosphere Ωtot and the anthropogenic increment in the AC, ML, and DO stocks,  

Slo
ant =Ωant − Sa

ant − Sm
ant − Sd

ant −Ωlu =Ωff − Sa
ant − Sm

ant − Sd
ant , (A29) 

where the latter equality includes emissions only from fossil fuel combustion and other industrial activities, not LUC 

emissions, as LUC emissions deplete the stock of the TB. For total anthropogenic emission Ωff = 422 ± 21 Pg (Appendix A, 2090 

Sect. A7) and the values of the several stocks developed above Slo
ant  thus far over the Anthropocene is coincidentally near 

zero, 8 ± 12 Pg. (A similar conclusion, but with substantially greater uncertainty, was reached by Arora et al., 2011).  

Similarly the annual change in the TB stock is given by  

 △Slo =Qant −△Sam −△Sd −Qlu =Qff −△Sam −△Sd , (A30) 

where the  △Sa  and  △Sm  terms are combined because of their tight coupling. This annual change is to be distinguished from 2095 

the net transfer flux from the AC to the TB, 

 Fa-lo,net
ant ≡ Fat

ant − Fta
ant =△Slo +Qlu =Qff −△Sam −△Sd +Qlu =Qant −△Sam −△Sd  (A31) 
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Attention is called to the difference between the last equalities of Eqs A30 and A31; the expression for  △Slo  contains just 

fossil fuel emissions Qff, whereas the expression for Fat,net
ant  contains total anthropogenic emissions Qant. The latter equality 

of Eq A31 permits observational determination of Fa-lo,net
ant  as 4.0 ± 1.1 Pg yr-1.  2100 

A key quantity in the interpretation of the fluxes between the atmosphere and the obdurate biosphere and hence in governing 

the lifetime of excess atmospheric CO2 is the preindustrial (PI) flux from the atmosphere to the obdurate biosphere OB, Fao
pi . 

As developed here this quantity cannot be uniquely determined from observations as it depends on assumed value of the 

stock of the PI labile biosphere Sl
pi  and on the exponent b characterizing the dependence of gross primary production GPP 

on atmospheric stock. However based on observations the range of Fao
pi  can be considerably constrained, and this in turn 2105 

places constraints on Sl
pi  and b. These constraints, within the present model, are developed here.  

As noted in the main text the dominant flux from the atmosphere to the terrestrial biosphere is to the labile biosphere LB 

and is taken as GPP, the magnitude of which is given by a power law dependence on atmospheric stock (Eq 3.1).  

Fal = FGPP
pi Sa

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

,  (A32) 

The flux from the atmosphere to the OB is given by the same power-law dependence:  2110 

Fao = Fao
pi Sa

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

 (A33) 

The only removal pathway from the LB is the return flux to the atmosphere, from which 

dSl
dt

= Fal − Fal  (A34) 

The reverse flux is taken as proportional to the stock in the LB Sl, with temporally constant transfer coefficient kla, from 

which 2115 

dSl
dt

= FGPP
pi Sa

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

− klaSl  (A35) 

At PI steady state
dSl
pi

dt
= 0  (A36) 
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from which kla =
FGPP
pi

Sl
pi . (A37) 

PI GPP FGPP
pi  is taken as 120 Pg yr-1; hence kla depends inversely on assumed Sl

pi , which is initially allowed to vary over a 

considerable range, 1 to 1000 Pg, which range is subsequently greatly constrained by observations.  2120 

Focusing now on the fluxes between the AC and the OB the rate of increase of stock in the OB due to transfer of materials 

between compartments, i.e., not including the rate of decrease in So due to LU emissions, denoted  △So
tr  is 

 △So
tr = Fao − Foa − Fom

pi  (A38) 

where Fom
pi  denotes the PI flux from the OB to the ML ocean, which is taken as temporally constant and in any event is quite 

small, 0.6 Pg yr-1. With Foa taken as proportional to So with transfer coefficient koa, like kla, taken as temporally constant,  2125 

 
△So
tr = Fao

pi Sa
Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

− koaSo − Fom
pi  (A39) 

At PI steady state △So
pi = 0 = Fao

pi − koaSo
pi − Fom

pi  (A40) 

from which koa =
Fao
pi − Fom

pi

So
pi  (A41) 

Specializing to present day values Eq A39 becomes  

 
△So
tr,pd = Fao

pi Sa
pd

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

− Fao
pi − Fom

pi

So
pi So

pd − Fom
pi  (A42) 2130 

which yields for Fao
pi  

 

Fao
pi =
△So
tr,pd − Fom

pi So
pd − So

pi

So
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

Sa
pd

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

− So
pd

So
pi

 (A43) 

Evaluation of Fao
pi  thus requires knowledge of the present day rate of increase of So due to transfer,  △So

tr,pd , and PI and PD 

So, So
pi and So

pd , all of which depend on observations and depends as well as on assumptions on Sl
pi  and b, yielding a range 

of values for Fao
pi . This range of Fao

pi  is determined as follows.  2135 
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First, the present day (PD) total net rate of transfer of carbon into the TB  △Slo
tr,pd  is confidently evaluated as the difference 

between emissions (of fossil plus cement CO2) and the sum of annual increments in the several other compartments, Eq 

A30, the uncertainty dominated by uncertainty in emissions, yielding  △So
tr,pd  = 4.0 ± 1.0 Pg yr-1. The net rate of transfer 

into the OB stock  △So
tr,pd  is determined by subtraction of the net rate of transfer between the atmosphere the LB,  

 △So
tr,pd =△Slo

tr,pd −△Sl
pd ;  (A44) 2140 

no qualifier denoting transfer is required for  △Sl
pd  as there are no flux components for that compartment other than transfer 

to and from the atmosphere.  

The net rate of transfer into the LB stock is equal to the annual increment in this stock, which is obtained under assumption 

of near steady state between the stocks in the AC and the LB together with assumptions on the two parameters Sl
pi  and b as 

the time derivative of FGPP as given by Eq 3.1,  2145 

 

△Sl
pd =

dSl
pd,ss

dt
= b

Sl
pi

Sa
pi( )b

Sa
pd( )b−1 dSapddt . (A45) 

The resulting PD annual increment in So due to transfer from other compartments  △So
tr,pd  is shown by the contour lines in 

Fig. A1b for the entire range of Sl
pi  and b examined (consistent with positive △So

pd ); that range is greatly reduced, to the 

domain indicated by the light red quadrilateral, by further comparisons with observations, as discussed in the Main Text, 

Sect. 7.2, yielding a range for  △So
tr,pd  of 1.3 to 3.6 Pg yr-1, where the range does not include the uncertainty on △Slo

tr,pd . This 2150 

range covers a substantial fraction of the total annual uptake by the TB; as developed Sect. 7.2, even with observational 

constraints on △Slo
tr,pd , the dynamics of excess CO2 subsequent to hypothetical cessation of emissions varies substantially 

depending on the value of this quantity.   

A value for the total PI stock in the TB St
pi = So

pi + Sl
pi  = 2800 Pg is assumed, based on inventory by Carvalhais et al. (2014); 

the PI stock in the OB is thus dependent on Sl
pi  as So

pi = St
pi − Sl

pi ; as Sl
pi  is small relative to St

pi , So
pi  depends only weakly 2155 

on assumed St
pi .  

The present-day stock in the OB So
pd , like △Slo

tr,pd , is evaluated, based on conservation of matter, as the difference between 

emissions (here integrated emissions over the Anthropocene) and the increments (here total increments) in the several other 

compartments over the Anthropocene, diminished also by land-use-change emissions of carbon (taken as entirely from the 

OB):  2160 

So
Ant,pd =Ωant

pd − (Sa
Ant,pd + Sm

Ant,pd + Sd
Ant,pd + Sl

Ant,pd )−Ωluc
pd  (A46) 
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where Ω denotes integrated emissions. Noting that integrated total emissions is the sum of integrated fossil fuel and land-use 

change emissions, Ωant
pd =Ωff

pd +Ωluc
pd

 
yields 

So
Ant,pd =Ωff

pd − (Sa
Ant,pd + Sm

Ant,pd + Sd
Ant,pd + Sl

Ant,pd )  (A47) 

Here Ωff
pd  is from inventory. Sa

Ant,pd  from direct observation is 269.2 Pg. Sm
Ant,pd from Appendix A9 is 32.2 Pg. Sd

Ant,pd is 2165 

taken as 116 Pg, based on integration of net exchange rate of stocks in the ML and DO over the Anthropocene. Finally 

Sl
Ant,pd

 
 is evaluated similarly to Sm

Ant,pd  based on the slight lag of LB stock relative to steady state between the AC and the 

LB, yielding 

Sl
Ant,pd = Sl

Ant,pd,ss −
dSl
Ant,pd,ss

dt
τ al ,  (A48)  

where Sl
Ant,pd,ss  denotes the PD steady state stock in the LB, 2170 

Sl
Ant,pd,ss = Sl

pi Sa
pd

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

− Sl
pi

 

, and (A49) 

τ al =

Sa
pd

FGPP
pi

Sa
pd

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

+ Sa
pd

Sl
pi

,  (A50) 

both of which quantities are evaluated in terms of observables and the two parameters Sl
pi  and b. The resulting values of

So
Ant,pd , Fig. A1a, exhibit a considerable range, even within the observational constraints indicated by the light red 

quadrilateral.  2175 

The resulting range of values of Fao
pi , obtained based on observational constraints and assumptions on Sl

pi  and b and shown 

in Fig. A1c, is about 5 to 20 Pg yr-1 or about 4 to 17 % of Fal
pi . Knowledge of Fao

pi  permits evaluation, Eq A39, of the time 

dependent flux from the atmosphere into the OB Fao . Although this flux is technically part of GPP, as it is small compared to 

that quantity, identifying Fal  as FGPP  leads to no significant error in interpretation.  

Knowledge of Fao
pi  permits evaluation of the transfer coefficient koa by Eq A41, shown in Fig. 4d  of the main text. For the 2180 

observationally constrained range of ( Sl
pi , b) this transfer coefficient ranges from 0.0015 to 0.004 yr-1; the corresponding 

range for lifetime of carbon in the OB, taken as the inverse of koa, is 125 to 700 yr, comparable to, to well longer, than the 

time scale of substantial decrease of excess atmospheric CO2 subsequent to abrupt cessation of emissions and thus consistent 
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with the OB being essentially an irreversible sink for excess CO2 on this time scale. Based on the transfer coefficient koa 

and the small net anthropogenic change in So, Fig. A1b, the PD anthropogenic flux from the OB to the AC is likewise quite 2185 

small [-0.1, -0.3] Pg yr-1, shown in Fig. 2 of the main text.  

Appendix B. Rate of transfer of CO2 between the atmosphere and the ocean mixed layer  

B1. Kinetics of transfer of CO2 between gas and aqueous phases 

The only CO2 species in the atmosphere is gaseous CO2. In solution, however, dissolved CO2 (commonly denoted as the 

hydrate, carbonic acid, H2CO3) dissociates to an equilibrium mixture of H2CO3, bicarbonate ionHCO3
− , and carbonate ion2190 

CO3
2− , the totality of the three species being denoted dissolved inorganic carbon DIC. The equilibria are well characterized, 

and the kinetics of these dissociation-association reactions are sufficiently rapid that equilibrium can be assumed on the time 

scales of interest here. Because the only species that exchanges between solution and the gas phase is CO2, the rate of this 

exchange is proportional to the concentration of H2CO3, not to that of DIC. This has an effect on the kinetics of the 

equilibration between gaseous CO2 and DIC and on how the rates of exchange between the two phases are related to the 2195 

stocks of CO2 and DIC, the quantities of principal interest here. This phenomenon is well recognized (e.g., Sarmiento and 

Gruber, 2006, pp. 330-331) but is nonetheless worth revisiting to develop relations between flux densities (expressed in 

terms of concentrations) and fluxes (expressed in terms of stocks in the two compartments).  

The gross flux density from the atmosphere to the ML is proportional (by the transfer coefficient γam) to the volumetric 

concentration (denoted by square brackets) of gaseous CO2, 2200 

φam = γ am[CO2(g)] . (B1) 

As noted in the text the coefficient γam for this phase transfer process is not a constant (at a given temperature and pressure) 

as would be the case for a rate coefficient of a chemical reaction, but depends on situational variables, importantly the wind 

speed that induces convective mixing in the vicinity of the interface. For moderate- to low-solubility gases such as CO2 the 

rate-limiting step is mass transport on the water side of the interface. The gross flux density from the ML to the atmosphere 2205 

is similarly proportional to the concentration of aqueous H2CO3,  

φma = γ ma[H2CO3(aq)]  (B2) 

The concentrations have dimension amount per volume; the flux densities φ have dimension amount per area and time; and 

the transfer coefficients γ have dimension amount per area and time per (amount per volume) or length per time (and are thus 

frequently denoted a transfer “velocity”). The net flux density is the difference between the gross flux densities 2210 
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φam,net = γ am[CO2(g)]−γ ma[H2CO3(aq)] . (B3) 

At equilibrium the net fluxφam,net = 0 , from which it is seen that the two transfer coefficients are related by H, the 

equilibrium constant for dissolution of CO2, commonly denoted the (dimensionless, volumetric) Henry's law solubility 

constant, which is a function of temperature but is only weakly dependent on solution composition and very weakly on 

atmospheric pressure and CO2 partial pressure.  2215 

H = γ am
γ ma

= [H2CO3(aq)]
[CO2(g)]

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

 (B4) 

As an equilibrium constant, H is not dependent on wind speed, in contrast to the individual transfer coefficients γam and 

γma.  

Equation B4 permits examination of the kinetics of relaxation of a perturbation from a system initially at equilibrium in 

order to determine the time constant of this relaxation. For a closed system initially at equilibrium that is perturbed by 2220 

addition of an incremental small amount of CO2,  

φam,net = γ am [CO2(g)]0 +δ [CO2(g)]( )−γ ma [H2CO3(aq)]0 +δ [H2CO3(aq)]( )  (B5) 

where the subscript 0 denotes the initial equilibrium state, and where δ denotes the departure from equilibrium, from which  

φam,net = γ amδ [CO2(g)]−γ maδ [H2CO3(aq)] . (B6) 

By Eq (B4) 2225 

φam,net = γ am δ [CO2(g)]−
1
H
δ [H2CO3(aq)]

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟

. (B7) 

It is desired to express the reverse flux density in terms of [DIC] rather than [H2CO3]. Following Sarmiento and Gruber 

(2006, p. 330), application of the chain rule  

δ [H2CO3] =
d[H2CO3]
d[DIC]

δ [DIC] . (B8) 

together with the definition 2230 

β ≡ d[H2CO3]
d[DIC]

 (B9) 

yields the expression 
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φam,net = γ am δ [CO2(g)]−
β
H
δ [DIC]⎛

⎝⎜
⎞
⎠⎟

 (B10) 

The quantity β is an equilibrium property of the CO2–DIC system that can (and can only) be evaluated numerically from 

knowledge of the equilibrium constants for dissociation of H2CO3. β has the dimension of an equilibrium constant, the ratio 2235 

of the concentrations of reagent and product, but it is a differential quantity, the ratio of the changes in concentrations 

resulting from a slight perturbation, rather than the ratio of the concentrations themselves, and consequently it is denoted 

here a differential equilibrium constant. Importantly β is dependent on ocean alkalinity and to lesser extent, through the 

equilibrium constants, on salinity and temperature. For the purpose of the present analysis the alkalinity of seawater is taken 

as 2349 µmol kgsw
−1  (consistent with the values of Sm and Sa given for preindustrial conditions in the several prior versions 2240 

of Fig. 2) with salinity 35, and temperature 18˚C. The dependence of β on CO2 mixing ratio over the range of interest for the 

Anthropocene is shown in Fig. B1 for these conditions.  

B2. Application to transfer of CO2 between the atmosphere and the world ocean 

For consideration of rates of transfer of CO2 in the atmosphere–ML system it is desired to relate rates of change of stocks in 

the several compartments, expressed in terms of flux F rather than flux density ϕ, to stocks S rather than concentrations C. 2245 

The flux between the AC and the ML and the stocks in the two compartments are related to the flux density and the two 

concentrations as  

φ = F
Ao

;   Sm = Aozm[DIC];  Sa =Vatm(Tsfc, psfc )[CO2(g)]  (B11) 

where Ao is the area of the world ocean, zm is the depth of the ML, andVatm = NairRTsfc / psfc , with Nair the amount (moles) 

of air in the global atmosphere. Substitution into Eq B10 yields the global net flux of CO2 from the atmosphere to the mixed 2250 

layer for small departure from phase equilibrium as  

Fam,net =
γ amAo
Vatm

δSa −
Vatm
Aozm

β
H
δSm

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟

.  (B12) 

Comparison with Eq A3 of Appendix A that defines the transfer coefficient relating the gross flux of CO2 from the 

atmosphere into the world ocean to the atmospheric stock, 

kam ≡ Fam / Sa , (A3)  2255 

permits the identification kam = γ amAo
Vatm

 (B13)  
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so that Fam,net = kam δSa − ′KmaδSm( ) , (B14)  

where ′Kma =
Vatm
AozmH

β = dSa
dSm

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

 (B15)  

More generally, as kam does not depend on DIC concentration, Eq B14 applies to any state of the system (not just small 

departures from equilibrium), with ′Kma viewed as a function of DIC concentration in the ML, or equivalently of Sm,  2260 

Fam,net = kam Sa − ′Kma(Sm)Sm( ) , (B16) 

where the dependence of ′Kma  on Sm is explicitly indicated. Like β, ′Kma  may be thought of as a differential equilibrium 

constant but pertinent not to xCO2 and [DIC], but to the two stocks. However unlike kam, which can be considered a 

geophysical constant, independent of the CO2 partial pressure or of the DIC concentration, ′Kma exhibits a dependence on 

DIC concentration (or equivalently on the xCO2 in equilibrium with DIC concentration); as well, ′Kma depends on the 2265 

arbitrary choice of the depth taken for the mixed layer zm. As ′Kma  is proportional to β by geophysical constants (as well as 

inversely proportional to zm) it can be shown on the same graph as β, by a proportional axis, Fig. B1, with numerical value 

of increasing from 5 to 10 over the Anthropocene; for zm = 100 m, as employed throughout this analysis, the proportionality 

factor in Eqs B12 and B15 Vatm/(AozmH) = 139.26. ′Kma can equivalently be interpreted as the ratio of the reverse transfer 

coefficient (from the ML to the AC) to the forward transfer coefficient (from the AC to the ML) ′kma ,  2270 

′Kma =
′kma
kam

. (B17) 

where ′kma  represents the transfer coefficient characterizing the flux from the ML to the AC expressed in terms of the 

departure of Sm from its equilibrium value as 

Fma = ′kma Sm − Sm,eq( ) = ′Kmakam Sm − Sm,eq( ) . (B18) 

The transfer coefficient ′kma so defined is used in solution of the differential equations for evolution of the stocks of CO2 in 2275 

response to the anthropogenic perturbation as it automatically takes into account the redistribution of the DIC species 

associated with transfer of CO2 from the ML to the AC.  

The differential equilibrium constant ′Kma  is closely related to a quantity known as the buffer factor or Revelle factor 

(Sarmiento and Gruber, 2006, p.332)  

 

R ≡ d ln pCO2
d ln[DIC]

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

 (B19) 2280 
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that is commonly employed to relate the change in CO2 partial pressure to the change in DIC taking into account the 

equilibria of the DIC species.  

 

′Kma =
dSa
dSm

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

= Sa
Sm

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

d lnSa
d lnSm

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

= Sa
Sm

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

d ln pCO2
d ln[DIC]

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

= R
Sa
Sm

⎛
⎝⎜

⎞
⎠⎟ eq

. (B20) 

Expressing Fma by Eq B18 thus automatically satisfies this Revelle relation, as examined in Appendix F, Fig. F1.  

Appendix C. Dependence of gross primary production on CO2 mixing ratio, and fertilization exponent b 2285 

As input to the observational and modeling based analysis of the CO2 budget it was necessary to specify the increase in 

global gross primary production (GPP) over the Anthropocene. An increase in the rate of accretion of CO2 by the TB over 

the past several decades is indicated in numerous studies (e.g., Keeling et al., 2011; Los, 2013; Keenan et al., 2016; Schimel 

et al., 2015; Zhang et al., 2016; Zhu et al., 2016; Cheng et al., 2017), but the enhancement of CO2 uptake is not 

unequivocally attributed to increased CO2 (e.g., Kondo et al., 2018, Zhu et al., 2018). Increased drawdown of CO2 by 2290 

terrestrial vegetation is found also in numerous studies with vegetation models or as the residual between emissions and 

atmospheric growth after accounting for ocean uptake of CO2, the latter likewise determined by modeling, summarized by 

Keenan et al. (2016).  

A survey of recent observational and modeling studies is summarized in Fig. C1 with estimates of GPP plotted against 

mixing ratio of atmospheric CO2 on a double logarithmic plot. The slopes of the lines fit through the data points correspond 2295 

to the exponent b in Eq 3.1 of the main text relating GPP to CO2 mixing ratio or, equivalently to atmospheric stock Sa,  

FGPP(t) = FGPP
pi xCO2(t)

xCO2
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

= FGPP
pi Sa (t)

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

; (3.1) 

The estimates of PD GPP span a range of more than a factor of 2, with satellite based determinations generally lower than 

model-based estimates. More important from the present perspective is the rate of change of GPP. The several satellite based 

observations tend to exhibit little increase with time, whereas the model-based estimates uniformly exhibit increase with 2300 

time, as does the estimate of Cheng et al. (2017) that is based on observations of water use and water use efficiency. The 

range of exponents 0 to 1.3 formed the basis for the parameterization of b in the model calculations reported in the main text. 

As noted in Sect. 7.2, Sect. 7.3 of the main text the observational constraints on the PI stock in the labile biosphere Sl
pi  and 

on PD CO2 mixing ratio set bounds on b, 0.4  ≤  b ≤ 0.9. For PI FGPP taken as 120 Pg yr-1, the resultant range of PD FGPP, 
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is 139 Pg yr-1  ≤ FGPP
pd  ≤ 163 Pg yr-1, or an increase of 16 to 40 %.  These ranges for b and FGPP are much narrower than 2305 

observational and model based estimates in Fig. C1.  

Appendix D. Equilibrium–steady-state (ESS) model.  

As noted in Sect. 6.3, the stocks in the AC and the ML are expected to be in near equilibrium on account of rapid exchange 

between these compartments. Likewise the stocks in the AC and the LB are expected to be in near steady state on account of 

rapid exchange between those compartments. Here the assumptions of equilibrium and steady state are applied to express the 2310 

stocks in the ML and the LB in terms of the AC stock in a set of ODEs in a smaller number of quantities. The intent is not to 

use this model, denoted the equilibrium–steady-state (ESS) model, in lieu of the full model but rather to compare the results 

from the ESS model with those from the full model and thereby gain insight into the dynamics of the full model and more 

broadly of the evolution of anthropogenic carbon in the biogeosphere.  

From Eq 6.1, and expressing the stocks in terms of the anthropogenic changes (i.e., differences from values in year 1750),  2315 

dSa
ant

dt
=Qff (t)+Qlu(t)−

dSm
ant

dt
− dSl

ant

dt
− dSd

ant

dt
−
dSo,t
ant

dt
, (D1) 

where the several derivatives on the RHS denote the changes in the several stocks (conservation of carbon stock); the 

additional subscript t in the last term denotes that this term represents only the transport component of that change in stock.  

Under assumption of equilibrium between the ML and the atmosphere (cf., Eq 4.4),  

Sm
eq,ant = Kam Sa

eq,ant + Sa
pi( )− Smpi , (D2) 2320 

where Kam = Kma
−1  is the equilibrium constant characterizing the solubility of CO2 as DIC (again expressed in terms of the 

stocks) and where it is noted that Kam is itself a function of the total stock of CO2 (in either compartment). The time 

derivative dSm
eq,ant / dt  required for Eq 6.1 is calculated (cf., Eq 4.3) as  

dSm
ant

dt
= dSm

eq

dSa
ant

dSa
ant

dt
= ′Kam

dSa
ant

dt
. (D3) 

A similar approach is taken to evaluate dSl
ss,ant / dt . Under assumption of steady state in the LB, i.e., dSl / dt ≈ 0 , Eq. 6.4 2325 

yields for the SS LB stock 
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Sl
ss =

FGPP
pi

kla
Sa
Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

=
FGPP
pi

kla
Sa
ant + Sa

pi

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

, (D4) 

which, together with Eq 4.10 yields  

Sl
ss = Sl

pi Sa
ant + Sa

pi

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

. (D5) 

Noting that  2330 

dSl
ss

dt
= dSl

ss

Sa
ant

Sa
ant

dt
=
Sl
pi

Sa
pi b

Sa
ant + Sa

pi

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b−1
Sa
ant

dt
, (D6) 

then within the steady state approximation, the rate of change in Sl
ant  is related to the rate of change in Sa

ant  as 

dSl
ant

dt
= dSl

ss

dt
= b

Sl
pi

Sa
pi

Sa
ant + Sa

pi

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b−1
dSa
ant

dt
. (D7) 

Substitution into (Eq D1) yields 

dSa
ant

dt
+ ′Kam

dSa
ant

dt
+
Sl

pi

Sa
pi b

Sa
ant + Sa

pi

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b−1
dSa

ant

dt
=Qff (t)+Qlu(t)

      − kmd Kam Sa
ant + Sa

pi( )− Sm
pi⎡

⎣⎢
⎤
⎦⎥ − kdmSd

ant⎡
⎣⎢

⎤
⎦⎥
− kaoSa

ant − koaSo
ant( )

, (D8) 2335 

from which  

dSa
ant

dt
+ ′Kam

dSa
ant

dt
+
Sl

pi

Sa
pi b

Sa
ant + Sa

pi

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b−1
dSa

ant

dt
=Qff (t)+Qlu(t)

      − kmd Kam Sa
ant + Sa

pi( )− Sm
pi⎡

⎣⎢
⎤
⎦⎥ − kdmSd

ant⎡
⎣⎢

⎤
⎦⎥
− kaoSa

ant − koaSo
ant( )

, (D9) 

yielding 

dSa
ant

dt
=
Qff (t)+Qlu(t)− kmd Kam Sa

ant + Sa
pi( )− Smpi⎡

⎣⎢
⎤
⎦⎥ − kdmSd

ant⎡
⎣⎢

⎤
⎦⎥
− kaoSa

ant − koaSo
ant( )

1+ ′Kam +
Sl
pi

Sa
pi b

Sa
ant + Sa

pi

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b−1 . (D10) 
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Equation D10 together with Eqs 6.3 and 6.5 for the evolution of the stocks in the DO and the OB constitute the set of three 2340 

ODEs that comprise the evolution of the system under the ESS approximations, with Sl
ant  and Sl

ant  being evaluated 

algebraically, (Eqs D2 and D5). Comparison of results from this reduced set of ODEs with that of the full set of equations 

(Eqs 6.1 - 6.5) in Sect. 7.7 demonstrates the high accuracy of the EQ and SS approximations. That result lends further 

support to treatment of the AC, ML and LB as a single compartment for the purpose of evaluation of turnover time and 

adjustment times.  2345 

In contrast, as shown in Appendix E, application of the ESS approximations to radiocarbon yields a poor representation for 

the evolution of radiocarbon stocks, a consequence of the greater time constants associated with radiocarbon and the rapid 

changes in emissions.  

Appendix E. Application to anthropogenic radiocarbon.  

Evolution of the distribution of 14C among the five compartments is represented in a numerical model virtually identical to 2350 

that employed for ordinary carbon as described in Sect. 6. Of principal interest is anthropogenic radiocarbon (14C) that 

results from atmospheric testing of (mainly) thermonuclear weapons in the 1950's and early 1960's. so-called "bomb 

radiocarbon," and to lesser extent from nuclear industry. In addition there is a slight amount of natural 14C present in the 

carbon system produced by spallation of atmospheric nitrogen by cosmic rays. Radiocarbon is subject to the same physical, 

chemical, and biochemical processes as ordinary carbon; fractionation, based on mass ratio of the isotopes is at most 2 or 3 2355 

% (Keeling, 1979) and is neglected here. Importantly, from the perspective of testing carbon models, radiocarbon exhibits 

very different emission history from that of anthropogenic CO2. Thus modeling radiocarbon and comparison with 

observations provides an independent assessment of the model for CO2 developed in this study. That model is readily 

applied to anthropogenic radiocarbon with only minor changes as described here.  

The ODEs governing the evolution of the stocks of radiocarbon Ri in the several compartments, which are analogous to 2360 

those for ordinary carbon in Eqs 6.1-6.5, are as follows:  

dRa
dt

=QR(t)+QRlu(t)− kamRa + kma
* (t)Rm − kalRa + klaRt − kaoRa + koaRt − λ14CRa  (E1) 

dRm
dt

= kamRa − kma
* (t)Rm − kmdRm + kdmRd −Gpc − λ14CRm  (E2) 

dRd
dt

= kmdRm − kdmRd +Gpc − λ14CRd  (E3) 
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dRl
dt

= kalRa − klaRl − λ14CRl . (E4) 2365 

dRo
dt

= kaoRa − koaRo −QRlu(t)− λ14CRo −Gom
pi  (E5) 

Here Gpc denotes radiocarbon flux in particulate carbon gravitationally settling from the ML to the DO analogous to the Fpc 

term in Eq 6.2; Gom
pi denotes the preindustrial riverine flux from the OB to the ML  (cf., Eq 6.2), evaluated as the product 

Fom
pi  and the specific activity of preindustrial carbon αs = Ra

pi / Sa
pi  is 0.613 × 1026 atoms 14C per Pg C; λ14C  denotes the 

radioactive decay coefficient of 14C, 1.2096 × 10-4 yr-1. Except as noted, the transfer coefficients are taken as those for 2370 

ordinary carbon. Here it is explicitly noted that the equations are framed in stocks, and not in departure of isotope ratio from 

a standard (14ΔC) as is customary. Although not so familiar as equations in 14ΔC, the equations are perhaps more 

straightforward than those in 14ΔC, and the solutions benefit from independence from the stock of ordinary carbon, and this 

approach is seeing some use e.g., Broecker et al., 1995, Caldeira et al. (1998); Levin and Hesshaimer (2000); Naegler and 

Levin (2006); Roth and Joos (2013), and Graven (2015).  2375 

As noted in Sect. 4.1, a key difference between the models for ordinary carbon and radiocarbon is that the transfer 

coefficient kma
*  describing transfer of radiocarbon from the ML to the AC is based on detailed balance consideration for the 

entire stocks in the two compartments and is about an order of magnitude less than ′kma , which is based on the differential 

equilibrium constant coupling Sa and Sm. The transfer coefficient ′kma  is time dependent because of the time dependence of 

the equilibrium ratio of the stocks in the AC and the ML 2380 

kma
* (t) = Kma(t)kam  (E6) 

is readily evaluated from knowledge of the time dependence ofKma , which is determined from the solutions to the ODEs 

for ordinary carbon, which are obtained prior to solving the ODEs for radiocarbon.  

In contrast to the situation for ordinary carbon, wherein GPP was parameterized in terms of carbon stock, for radiocarbon a 

transfer coefficient kal is required, evaluated as  2385 

kal =
FGPP(t)
Sa (t)

= 1
Sa (t)

FGPP
pi Sa (t)

Sa
pi

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟

b

 (E7) 

where time-dependent GPP is from the parameterization Eq 3.1 together with modeled Sa(t).  
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In order to initialize the stocks and to compare modeled radiocarbon stocks with measurements customarily reported as 
14ΔC, it is necessary convert from 14ΔC to radiocarbon stock in the pertinent compartment. A formula for such conversion 

is presented by Levin et al. (2010) as  2390 

Δ14C
1000

= λNA
AABSMC

N14C
NC

1−
2 25 +δ13C( )

1000

⎡

⎣

⎢
⎢
⎢

⎤

⎦

⎥
⎥
⎥
−1 . (E8) 

Here Δ14C is the generally reported (Stuiver and Polach, 1977) decay- and fractionation-corrected departure of the stock of 

atmospheric 14CO2 in per mil (‰) relative to an internationally agreed upon standard; λ denotes the radioactive decay 

constant for 14C, 3.8332 × 10-12 s-1; NA denotes the Avogadro constant; MC is the atomic weight of carbon, 12.011 g 

mol-1; AABS denotes the absolute specific activity (i.e., activity per carbon mass) of the internationally agreed upon 2395 

radiocarbon standard, 0.2261 Bq gC-1; and NC and N14C denote the amounts of total carbon and 14C, respectively, in a 

sample or reservoir of interest, in the same units (here numbers of atoms). The quantity in brackets accounts for the 

fractionation of 14C against 12C being twice that of 13C; δ13C denotes the departure of 13C fraction in the sample relative 

to the standard for this isotope, in ‰. As δ13C of atmospheric CO2 has varied little over time (Levin et al., 2010), the 

generally employed constant value of -7‰ is used here. Upon substitution Eq (1) becomes 2400 

Δ14C
1000

= 1
ν
N14C
Sa

−1 . (E9) 

whereν = 1015 AABS
λ

1−
2 25 +δ13C( )

1000

⎡

⎣

⎢
⎢
⎢

⎤

⎦

⎥
⎥
⎥

−1

= 6.13×1025  atoms Pg−1  (E10) 

Equation E8 may be inverted to yield the number of 14C atoms in the global atmosphere N14C corresponding to a given 

value of Δ14CO2 for 14CO2 taken as well mixed in the atmosphere 

N14C = ν 1+ Δ14C
1000

⎛

⎝
⎜

⎞

⎠
⎟ Sa . (E11) 2405 

For Δ14C taken as 1.2‰, as measured in dendrochronologically dated tree rings Stuiver et al. (1998), Ra
piwas obtained as 

361.279 × 1026 atoms. Stocks of 14C in the other compartments were evaluated under assumption of steady state, as 

follows.  

dRm
pi

dt
= 0 = kamRa

pi − kma
* Rm

pi − kmdRm
pi + kdmRd

pi − λ14CRm
pi −Gpc +Gom

pi  (E12) 
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dRd
pi

dt
= 0 = kmdRm

pi − kdmRd
pi − λRd

pi +Gpc . (E13) 2410 

Solving Eq D13 yields Rd
pi  in terms of Rm

pi ,  

Rd
pi =

kmdRm
pi +Gpc

kdm + λ14C
 (E14) 

With substitution 

Rm
pi =

kamRa
pi + kdm

Gpc
kdm + λ14C

−Gpc +Gom
pi

kma
* + kmd − kdm

kmd
kdm + λ14C

+ λ14C
 (E15) 

Similarly  
dRl
pi

dt
= 0 =αsFGPP

pi − klaRl
pi + λRl

pi  (E16) 2415 

from which Rl
pi =

αsFGPPpi
kla + λ

 (E17) 

Likewise 
dRo
pi

dt
= 0 = kaoRa −Gom − koaRo

pi + λRo
pi  (E18) 

from which Ro
pi = kaoRa

pi −Gom
koa + λ

 (E19) 

As the transfer coefficients kla, kao, and koa depend parametrically on Sl
pi  and b, the initial radiocarbon stocks also depend 

on those parameters.  2420 

Sources of 14C to the atmosphere and related compartments that are needed as input to the model are natural production, 

production from atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons (Naegler and Levin, 2006, 2009a,b; data provided by T. Naegler, 

January, 2020), and nuclear industry (Zazzeri et al., 2018); as 14C from nuclear weapons testing is deposited in the 

stratosphere, these emissions were  convolved with 1.0 year exponential decay to account for lag in transfer of 14CO2 from 

the stratosphere to the troposphere (Naegler and Levin, 2009). Natural production was evaluated under assumption of PI 2425 

steady state P14C
nat = λ14CRtot

pi = 2.577 ×1026  atoms yr-1, where Rtot
pi  is the sum of 14C stocks in the five compartments, 

close to the value given by Roth and Joos (2013), with the difference well within fluctuations over the past several centuries 

given by those investigators. Additionally 14C is transferred from the TB to the atmosphere in conjunction with LUC 
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emissions of carbon from the OB to the AC; here the amount of transfer is taken as proportional to the stock of 14C in the 

OB as evaluated in the model, and hence exhibits weak dependence on parameters Sl
pi  and b. Emissions are shown in Fig. 2430 

E1 and are tabulated in SI Data table, sheet 3. The logarithmic plot compares the several source terms over the 

Anthropocene to compare continuing low-magnitude emissions with those from nuclear weapons tests in the 1950's and 

early 1960's; the linear plot shows the near delta-function source of 14C from weapons testing abruptly curtailed by the test-

ban treaty.  

Results from application of the model to radiocarbon, are compared in Sect. 7.4 with observations of time series of 2435 

atmospheric 14CO2 as inferred from tree-ring analysis and contemporaneous measurements and with inventories of 

dissolved inorganic radiocarbon in the world ocean. The modeled stocks show broad conformance, over the pre-bomb era 

and during and after the time period of much greater emissions associated with weapons testing, for a wide set of parameters 

Sl
pi  and b. These comparisons serve also to further limit the range of those parameters consistent with observations. Key 

results from the radiocarbon modeling, Fig. 10, are a slight increase in atmospheric 14CO2 stock Ra over the pre-bomb 2440 

period to 1950. This is attributed primarily to transfer of 14CO2 from the OB to the AC in conjunction with LUC emissions 

and to outgassing of 14CO2 from the ocean to the atmosphere in conjunction with acidification of ocean water resulting 

from uptake of ordinary CO2 (Bolin and Eriksson, 1959). Modeled Ra increases abruptly, following emissions from 

weapons testing, and then rapidly decreases subsequent to cessation of these emissions, reaching a minimum at about year 

2000, the magnitude and year dependent on parameters Sl
pi  and b, Fig. 10b; such a minimum is found also in observations. 2445 

Modeled ocean uptake of bomb radiocarbon likewise matches observations but appreciably underestimates the observations 

at values of b, Fig. 9b and Fig. 10c, further narrowing the range of allowable values of these parameters.  

Subsequent to the emissions pulse, peaking in the early 1960's, atmospheric 14CO2 decreases rapidly with time, Fig. 10. 

This rapid decrease is shown also in the normalized excess stock, calculated as the fractional increment relative to the 

baseline prior to emissions from weapons testing, taken as the value in 1950, Fig. E2a; also shown, for comparison, is 2450 

normalized excess of ordinary carbon as function of time subsequent  to hypothetical cessation of emissions in 2017. Excess 
14CO2 decreases much more rapidly than does ordinary CO2, as reflected also in comparison of the equivalent 1/e lifetimes 

τE, which, for 14CO2, is initially as short as about 12 years, much shorter than any of the time constants associated with 

excess ordinary CO2 and approaching the lifetime of individual CO2 molecules in the atmosphere. The reason for the 

increase in lifetime is that for radiocarbon there is initially very little return flux from the ML and the OB so that those 2455 

compartments serve as sinks for 14CO2 (Broecker and Peng, 1982, p. 533). Subsequently, however, as those compartments 

approach steady state with the AC the net rate of uptake by those compartments greatly decreases resulting in increase in the 

apparent lifetime of atmospheric 14CO2; as the atmospheric stock of 14CO2 is leveling off with time and actually starting to 

increase slightly, not much significance should be attached to the value of τE toward the end of the time record shown.  
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The accuracy of the equilibrium–steady-state (ESS) approximation was examined also for radiocarbon, Fig. E3. For the ML, 2460 

assumption of equilibrium between the AC and the ML leads to overestimation of the radiocarbon stock because the net sink 

to the DO due to radioactive decay in the DO is appreciable relative to the rate of establishing equilibrium between the AC 

and the ML. That overestimation is eliminated in the steady-state approximation. However the steady-state approximation, 

and also the equilibrium approximation, exhibit much faster response to the sharply peaked emissions from weapons testing 

than the exact calculation, a consequence of both the rapidly changing atmospheric stock and the transfer coefficients 2465 

establishing the steady state. A similar situation is found for the LB, for which the increase is likewise damped compared to 

the steady-state approximation in the weapons testing era.  

Appendix F. Prior arguments against determination of the lifetime of excess CO2 by top-down observations, and 
rebuttals 

The approach to determine the lifetime of excess CO2 based on the current budget of CO2 has drawn strenuous criticism. 2470 

Those arguments are recapitulated here and rebuttals presented to forestall their being raised once again in criticism of the 

present study.  

1. Tans (1997) argues that all that CO2 emitted from fossil fuel combustion does is “slosh back and forth” between rapidly 

exchanging reservoirs, never leaving the system, and that hence, in contrast to greenhouse gases that are destroyed by 

chemical reaction, that the lifetime concept cannot be applied to CO2. While, by conservation of matter, carbon is indeed 2475 

never removed from the system, the present model demonstrates that excess CO2 would be effectively removed from the 

atmosphere (or equivalently from the combined AC-LB-ML compartment) to great extent (58 % to 77 % in 100 years) 

following an abrupt cessation of emissions and thus that the lifetime concept is entirely appropriate to excess atmospheric 

CO2 on this time scale.  

2. Archer et al. (2009) concede that “If fossil fuel CO2 in the atmosphere was expected to diminish according to linear 2480 

kinetics, then it would be possible to calculate the lifetime simply using the present-day excess CO2 concentration in the 

atmosphere (∼100 ppm or 200 Pg C) and the natural uptake rate, currently ∼2 Pg C yr−1 ... each into the oceans and into the 

land biosphere.” However Archer et al. reject such a treatment, stating that “For the nonlinear CO2 uptake kinetics, as 

predicted by CC models, however, this apparent lifetime would increase with time after the CO2 is released.” Although 

Archer et al. do not explicitly specify the time scale to which they refer, it would seem that these investigators are 2485 

countenancing an increase in the lifetime that would occur on the time scale over which atmospheric CO2 would decrease 

substantially towards its preindustrial value in the absence of emissions, the time scale over which CO2 “recovers 

substantially toward its original concentration” that they advocate as the time scale of interest as quoted in Sect. 2 of the 

main text. Although an increase in adjustment time of about 50 % in the initial 100 years subsequent to cessation of 
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emissions is indeed exhibited in the results of the present model, as shown in Fig. 12a, this increase hardly affects the 2490 

decrease of excess CO2 over this time period, during which time this excess would decrease by about 70 %. Alternatively, 

an increase in the lifetime might result from changes in the rates and/or mechanisms of processes that govern the removal of 

CO2 from the atmosphere on this time scale, due, perhaps, to decrease in CO2 fertilization of terrestrial vegetation, increase 

in turnover of soil and litter carbon, and/or changes ocean circulations, as suggested by Joos et al. (2013a,b). Although such 

changes cannot be precluded in the future, no such change is evident thus far over the Anthropocene, Fig. 6.  2495 

3. Similarly to Archer et al. (2009), Joos et al. (2013b) assert “CO2 does not undergo a first order decay,” observing that 

“Anthropogenic carbon is redistributed among the major carbon reservoirs in the Earth System.” It must be stressed that the 

approximate first-order decay of excess CO2 exhibited in the abrupt cessation runs with the present model is not built into 

the model, but is a consequence of the magnitudes of the transfer coefficients that result in the dependence of the net flux 

into the two sink compartments, the DO and the TB, being indistinguishable from proportionality to the excess CO2 in the 2500 

combined AC and ML compartment for the entire Anthropocene thus far (Fig. 6). The nearly exponential decay subsequent 

to cessation of emissions continues until the return flux from the DO to the ML becomes appreciable to the flux from the ML 

to the DO, which occurs only when excess CO2 has become substantially reduced from its value at the time of cessation of 

emissions.  

4. Archer et al. (2009) would seem to be focusing unduly on long-time scale processes, rather than on the time scale the time 2505 

scale of substantial recovery that they advocate in that paper. Specifically Archer et al. (2009) cite an earlier study (Archer et 

al., 1997) as having found that “The mean lifetime of the elevated CO2 concentration of the atmosphere resulting from fossil 

fuel combustion has been calculated to be tens of thousands of years (Archer et al. 1997), not at all similar to the 50- to 100-

year lifetime calculated using the linear approximation based on fluxes immediately following a release of CO2 to the 

atmosphere.” The mean lifetime of excess CO2 is inordinately influenced by a long tail of low magnitude in the model 2510 

results examined by Archer et al. (1997, 2009). By using the mean lifetime of excess CO2 as a measure of the adjustment 

time, Archer et al, (2009) would seem to be veering greatly from the time scale of substantial recovery.  

5. Archer et al. (2009) seem to minimize or neglect the role of the terrestrial biosphere in drawdown of excess atmospheric 

CO2. They state “[T]he leftover CO2 in the atmosphere after ocean invasion interacts with the land biosphere and is taken up 

by pH-neutralization reactions with calcium carbonate (CaCO3) and the CaO component of igneous rocks (Table 1).” The 2515 

only processes identified in their Table 1 are buffering by seawater, neutralization by CaCO3, and weathering of silicate, of 

which they state that “The timescales for these processes range from thousands to hundreds of thousands of years,” again 

well beyond the time scale of substantial recovery.  
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6. Joos et al. (2013b) state that an exponential-decay model takes no cognizance of the multiple mechanisms of uptake and 

release of CO2 by the land through photosynthesis and the related conversion of CO2 to organic carbon, calling attention to 2520 

carbon release through oxidation (autotrophic, heterotrophic, fire) of organic material back to CO2 and carbon sink processes 

in the land biosphere include forest regrowth and woody encroachment, fertilization of plant growth by increased availability 

of fixed nitrogen and higher CO2 concentrations. Although net uptake of CO2 by the TB is undoubtedly a consequence of 

these and other processes, nonetheless, the total uptake rate (to the TB and the ocean) has exhibited essentially linear 

dependence on excess CO2, as inferred from observations over the Anthropocene thus far and as accurately represented in 2525 

the present model (Fig. 6). The approximately exponential decay of excess CO2 subsequent to cessation of emissions shown 

in Figures 1 and 12a is not imposed on the model but is a consequence of the decay being governed by transfer coefficients, 

derived from physical and chemical mechanisms that are temporally constant or nearly so over the changes in CO2 thus far 

over the Anthropocene.  

7. A further concern raised by Joos et al. (2013b) is the assertion, in reference to an equation describing the decrease of 2530 

excess CO2 by a single exponential, that “It is no surprise that [a] single equation works to represent the atmospheric CO2 

increase over the industrial period. This increase is driven by approximately exponentially increasing emissions. It is basic 

calculus that many systems with a wide range of intrinsic time scales respond to an exponential forcing exponentially and 

with a single 'apparent' time scale.” Joos et al. continue that such “models are purely diagnostic, applicable to approximately 

exponential forcing only, and do not represent the functioning of the global carbon cycle.” Similar concerns have been raised 2535 

previously by O'Neill et al. (1994) and by Raupach (2013), the argument being that in an exponentially forced linear system 

the eigenstates, and linear combinations of them, would all scale with the exponentially increasing emissions, resulting in 

constant ratios of stocks and fluxes.  

The argument that the short lifetime of excess CO2 is due to exponentially increasing forcing during the time that the 

turnover time is determined may readily be refuted. First, as shown in Fig. 12a of the main text, upon cessation of emissions 2540 

the turnover time evaluated by Eq 5.7 as τ alm
to = (Sa

ant + Sl
ant + Sm

ant ) / (Fao
ant,net + Fmd

ant,net )  varies continuously and smoothly 

across the point in time at which emissions are abruptly halted and is thus clearly independent of emissions. The attribution 

of the observationally determined turnover time to constant ratios of eigenstates resulting from continued exponential growth 

of emissions is likewise refuted by this continuity. 

The possibility that the lifetime of excess CO2 found in the present model might be a consequence of exponential growth 2545 

rate of emissions is further explicitly examined by a model run (SI Text Sect. S6) for which emissions were approximated as 

a linear function of time, commencing in 1925 (Fig. S6a), in lieu of the approximately exponentially increasing historical 

emissions. The turnover time in that experiment is essentially the same as for the actual historical emissions, Fig. S6c; 
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likewise, the time constant of an exponential fit to the atmospheric CO2 profile subsequent to abrupt cessation of emission, 

is 113 yr, Fig. S6b, essentially the same as that for the historical emissions for the same ( Sl
pi , b), 105 yr.  2550 

Finally, the skill of the model developed here, appropriately extended, in representing the temporal profiles of radiocarbon 

from an essentially pulse emission due to atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons (Appendix D) provides yet further 

evidence that this skill is not simply a consequence of exponential growth of emissions.  

These several lines of reasoning would seem to allay any concern that the turnover time determined either directly from the 

budget or from the model calculation is a consequence of the approximately exponential growth of historical emissions. 2555 

8. Joos et al. (2013b) state that a single lifetime model characterizing the decay of excess CO2 does not take cognizance of 

the reaction of dissolved CO2 to form bicarbonate ions, as would be reflected by the fact that “the Revelle factor (or buffer 

factor) which is defined by the relative change in pCO2 divided by the relative change in dissolved inorganic carbon (Delta-

pCO2/pCO2,0)/(Delta-DIC/DIC,0) is about 10.” This concern is readily examined with the present results. The Revelle factor, 

although not directly built into the present model, is readily examined in the output of the present model, Fig. F1, which 2560 

shows that the Revelle relation is indeed satisfied, not just during the period of growth of emissions, but also, apart from a 

brief transient resulting from the numerics, subsequent to abrupt cessation of emissions commencing in 2017, during which 

time excess CO2 decreases nearly exponentially. The slight systematic departure from the value of the Revelle factor 

obtained from the model results from that evaluated for equilibrium conditions is attributed to slight disequilibrium between 

the AC and the ML during the model runs. These results from the present model should serve to allay this concern of Joos et 2565 

al. (2013b). 
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Data Tables. One Excel file consisting of 6 sheets. Pertinent figures are identified.  

Sheet 1. Contents of data file, by sheet. 

Sheet 2. Concentrations of dissolved inorganic constituents in equilibrium with CO2. 

Sheet 3. Emissions by year. 

Sheet 4. Observed CO2,  Radiocarbon. 2575 

Sheet 5. Transfer coefficients, lifetimes, by Sl
pi  and b. 

Sheet 6. Modeled stocks, fluxes, lifetimes by year,  for specified Sl
pi  and b. 
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Data Sources. Data from the following publicly available data sets were employed in this study. 

Global Carbon Budget 2017 Global_Carbon_Budget_2017v1.3, last updated March 2018. Downloaded 2018-0803 from 
https://doi.org/10.18160/GCP-2017 . 

Merged Historical Atmospheric–Ice-Core Yearly CO2 record. Downloaded 2015-0301 from 
http://scrippsCO2.ucsd.edu/data/Fmerged_ice_core/merged_ice_core_yearly.csv .  2585 

High-precision radiocarbon age calibration for terrestrial and marine samples. 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/radiocarbon/article/highprecision-radiocarbon-age-calibration-for-terrestrial-
and-marine-samples/1660E9D7A43772ACBB56614C1DD09D46 . 

Compiled records of carbon isotopes in atmospheric CO2 for historical simulations in CMIP6, Supplement of Geosci. Model 
Dev., 10, 4405–4417, 2017 https://doi.org/10.5194/gmd-10-4405-2017-supplement . 2590 

Data from Zero Emissions Commitment Model Intercomparison Project (ZECMIP), http://terra.seos.uvic.ca/ZEC . 
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Table 1. Stocks and fluxes comprising preindustrial CO2 budget and present (2016) anthropogenic perturbation 
(present minus preindustrial), and associated uncertainties, as developed here and as presented in AR5, pertinent to 
2000-2009 (Ciais et al., 2013) where available, upright type, or otherwise in AR4, pertinent to the 1990s, (Denman et 2965 
al., 2007), italic. Unc denotes 1-sigma uncertainty estimate; minus sign on uncertainty denotes anticorrelation with 
uncertainty in flux in opposite direction. Uncertainties do not include uncertainties in emissions except where 
indicated by bold.   

 
Category 

 Unit Quantity Pre-
industrial Unc AR4 

AR5 
Anthro 
(2016) Unc AR4 

AR5 Unc 
Emission Qff    9.9 0.5 7.8 0.6 
Pg yr-1 Qlu    1.4 0.7 1.1 0.8 

 Qant    11.2 0.9 8.9 1 
Integrated 

Pg yr-1 
Ωff    422 21 375 19 

Emission 
Pg yr-1 

Ωlu    228 114 180 50 
Pg 

Pg yr-1 
Ωant    649 116 555  

Mixing 
ratio, ppm xCO2 278 2.0   278 127 2.0   113 4.7 

Stocks Sa 589.4 4.2 589 269.2 4.2 240 10 
Pg Sm 900.0 0.7 900 32.2 0.6 }155 19  Sd 35915.0  37100 [100, 124].0 12.0 

 Slo 2800.0 +430, -280 2500 [-1, 33].0 17.0 -30.0 28 
 Sl [200, 700]   [143, 24] 60.0   
 So [2600, 2100]   [-139,4] 72   

 ∫Fa-lo,net
ant

    [227, 261]. 17.0 160 56 
Fluxes Fam 70.0 21    .0 70.0 32.0 9.70 20.0  
Pg yr-1 Fma 70.6 -21.0 70.6 29.8 -9.70 17.7  

 Fam, 
net 

-0.6 0.2 -0.7 2.2 0.60 2.3 0.4 
 Fpc 5.6 1.8 11.0     
 Fmd 49.5 16.3 90.2 1.8 0.60   
 Fdm 55.1 -16.3 101.0 0.2 0.10   
 Fmd, 

net 
5.6 -1.8 11.0 1.6 0.60 1.6  

 Fal 120   [19, 48]    
 Fla 120   [17, 46]    
 Fal,net

ant
 0   [0.5, 2.5]    

 Fao [4.6, 21.6]   [1.1, 3.2]     
 Foa [4.0, 21.0]   [0, -0.3]    
 Fao,net

ant
  0.6   [3.2, 1.4] 0   

 Fa-lo 120.0 .0 120.0 [20, 51] 0 11.6  
 Flo-a 119.4 .0 119.6 [17, 46] 0 14.1  
 Fa-lo,net

ant
 0.6  0.4 4.0 1.10 2.6 0.8 

 Fom 0.6  0.9     
Annual Δ   Sa    5.2 0.40 4.3 0.1 
changes Δ Sm    0.5 0.06 }2.3 0.4 
in stocks Δ Sd    1.6 0.60 

1.6 
1.6 

0.4 
0.6 Pg yr-1 Δ Slo    4.0 1.1 

 Δ Sl    [2.5, 0.5] 1.0   
 Δ So    [1.4, 3.4] 1.0   

 Δ Sd+ Δ So    [3.0, 5.0] 1.1    2970 
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Table 2. Model parameters and related quantities (stocks, Si; fluxes, Fij, transfer coefficients, kij) characterizing evolution of 
CO2 over the Anthropocene. Primary model parameters are denoted by boxes. Ranges in curly brackets for ′Kma , ′kma , Kma, 
and kma, characterizing equilibria and kinetics governing exchange of CO2 between ML and atmosphere are for range of 
CO2 over the Anthropocene, xCO2 = {278, 405} ppm. Ranges in square brackets for primary parameters Sl

pi  (PI LB stock) 2975 
and b (exponent describing growth of GPP) and derived PI and PD quantities are constrained by comparison of model with 
observations.  
 

Quantity Unit Relation Value [Range] Uncertainty 

kam  yr-1 Fam
pi / Sa

pi  0.1190 0.0360 
′Kma  – dSa / dSm( )eq  {6.1, 9.9}  
′kma

 
yr-1 ′Kmakam  {0.73, 1.17}  

Kma – Sa / Sm( )eq  {0.66, 0.92}  

kma
*  yr-1 Kmakam  {0.078, 0.109}  

νp  m yr-1  5.5 1.8.0 
zm m  100  
zd m 3683-zm 3583  

kmd yr-1 vp/zm 0.05500  
kdm yr-1 vp/zd 0.00153  

FGPP
pi ≡ Fal

pi  Pg yr-1  120  

Fom
pi  Pg yr-1  0.6  

ΔSlo ≡ dSlo
pd / dt  Pg yr-1  4.0 1.1 

Slo
pi

 
Pg  2800  

Sl
pi  Pg  [200, 700]  

So
pi  Pg Slo

pi − Sl
pi

 

[2600, 2100]  

b  –  [0.4, 0.9]  

FGPP
pd = Fal

pd  Pg yr-1 FGPP
pi Sa

pd / Sa
pi( )b  [139, 168]  

Fao
pi  Pg yr-1 

ΔSo
pd − Fom

pi So
pd − So

pi( ) / Sopi
Sa
pd / Sa

pi( )b − Sopd / Sopi
 [5, 20]  

Fao
pd  Pg yr-1 Fao

pi Sa
pd / Sa

pi( )b
 

[6, 25]  

kal
pd  yr-1 Fal

pd / Sa
pd  [0.16, 0.193]  

kla yr-1 FGPP
pi / Sl

pi  [0.8, 0.17]   

kao
pd  yr-1 kao

pdFao
pd / Sa

pd  [0.007, 0.028]  

koa yr-1 Fao
pi − Fom

pi( ) / Sopi  [0.0015, 0.008]  
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Table 3. Evaluation of observationally based turnover time for Anthropogenic CO2 in the combined atmosphere–

labile-biosphere–mixed-layer-ocean (alm) compartment by Eq 5.8. Central estimate is for best estimate anthropogenic 2980 

emissions Qant together with ( Sl,ant
pd , ΔSl ) corresponding to central estimate for ( Sl

pi , b), (400 Pg, 0.6). For low and 

high ( Sl
pi , b) turnover times are calculated also for values of Qant at high and low ends of uncertainty range, with 

uncertainties propagated in quadrature.  

 

Sl,ant
pd   Low Low Low Central Central Central High High High 

Qant
pd   High Central Low High Central Low High Central Low 

Quantity Unit          

Sa,ant
pd  Pg 269.2 269.2 269.2 269.2 269.2 269.2 269.2 269.2 269.2 

Sm,ant
pd  Pg 32.2 32.2 32.2 32.2 32.2 32.2 32.2 32.2 32.2 

Sl
pi

 Pg 200 200 200 400 400 400 700 700 700 

b – 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Sl,ant
pd  Pg 25 25 25 99 99 99 140 140 140 

Salm,ant
pd  Pg 336 336 336 391.4 391.4 391.4 441 441 441 

ΔSa  Pg yr-1 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 5.2 

ΔSm  Pg yr-1 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 

ΔSl  Pg yr-1 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.8 1.8 1.8 2.7 2.7 2.7 

ΔSalm  Pg yr-1 6.2 6.2 6.2 6.2 7.4 8.4 8.4 8.4 8.4 

Qant  Pg yr-1 12.3 11.2 10.1 11.2 11.2 11.2 12.3 11.2 10.1 

Qant
pd − ΔSalm,ant

pd
 Pg yr-1 5.4 5.0 2.2 4.9 3.8 2.7 5.3 2.8 2.3 

τ alm
to,obs  yr 62 67 155 80 103 145 83 158 191 

 2985 
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Figure 1 (caption on following page)  
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Figure 1 (preceding page). Decay of excess atmospheric CO2 and corresponding adjustment times over the initial 100 years 

following abrupt cessation of emissions as determined from prior publications and present study. a, CO2 amounts are plotted 

as fraction f of initial amount in excess of preindustrial amount on a logarithmic scale versus time t subsequent to cessation. 

Thin curves show results from published model studies identified by first author and publication year. Solid curves denote 2995 

results of direct calculations using carbon cycle models or compartment models; dashed curves are results of convolution of 

impulse response functions (IRFs) with historical emissions; thicker dashed ochre curve shows multimodel mean of Joos et 

al. (2013a). Calculations were conducted for a variety of initial conditions, importantly amount of CO2 in atmosphere at 

time of cessation, summarized, with citations, in Table S1.1 of Supporting Information SI Text Sect. S1. Jags in curves 

result mainly from digitization of published figures. Dotted black lines denote exponential decay with 1/e time constant in 3000 

years. Modified from Schwartz (2018) with addition of best estimate (bold red) and range (light red) as calculated with the 

model developed here, Sect. 7.6; Sl
pi  and b denote parameters of present model, preindustrial stock in the labile biosphere 

and fertilization exponent characterizing dependence of gross primary production on mixing ratio of atmospheric CO2, 

respectively. b, Adjustment time (equivalent 1/e lifetime, Sect. 2) τE over time horizon t subsequent to cessation of 

emissions for decay curves in a. c. As in a, calculated from results presented by the Zero Emissions Commitment Model 3005 

Intercomparison Project (ZECMIP; MacDougall et al., 2020); models are identified in legend; model descriptions and 

citations are given in MacDougall et al.. d, As in b, for ZECMIP results. Results from present study are given in SI data 

table, sheet 6.  
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Figure 2. Stocks Si of carbon in principal compartments pertinent to atmospheric CO2 and fluxes between compartments 

Fij; Qff and Qlu denote anthropogenic emissions from fossil-fuel combustion (including cement production) and from net 

land use change, respectively. Stocks (Pg C) are indicated by upright type; fluxes and annual changes in stocks (Pg C yr-1) 3015 

are indicated by slant type; concentrations of dissolved CO2 (dissolved inorganic carbon, DIC, µmol kgsw
−1 ) are shown in 

bold serif typeface. Preindustrial quantities are given in black; perturbations resulting from anthropogenic emissions in red; 

annual changes in stocks (Pg C yr-1) or concentration in the ML in blue; or, excluding land-use change (LUC) emissions, in 

green. Square brackets reflect ranges of preindustrial stock in labile biosphere Sl
pi  and fertilization exponent b but not 

uncertainties of emissions. Depths of the ocean mixed layer and of the deep ocean are shown at left. The figure is adapted 3020 

and substantially modified from AR4 (Denman et al., 2007), with quantities updated to the 2016 time frame and other 

changes, as discussed in the text. Uncertainties are one-sigma estimates. Quantities are shown with more precision than is 

justified by the accuracy with which they are known to permit differencing.  
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f03 NewFig3 Slantpd,dSlantpdR.eps 3025 

Figure 3. a., PD anthropogenic stock in LB, and b, PD rate of increase in LB stock as function of fertilization exponent b 

and PI stock in LB; ; absence of contours at upper right denotes regions of ( Sl
pi , b) that are excluded because the rate of 

increase in stocks would exceed emissions. Thick contours denote algebraically determined best estimate and bounds, Table 

3. All evaluations are for best estimate PD anthropogenic emissions, Qant = 11.2 Pg yr-1. Light red quadrilateral denotes 

region of ( Sl
pi , b) domain that is consistent with observations; colored boundaries denote limits of satisfaction of model 3030 

results with specific observations, Sect.  7,2, Sect. 7.3. SI data table, sheet 5.  
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f04 4 panel kal kla kao koa quad grid 1027.eps 

Figure 4. a. Transfer coefficients between the atmosphere and the two terrestrial biosphere compartments calculated 3035 

algebraically (Eqs. 4.8, 4.10, 4.12, 4.13; Appendix A12) as functions of PI stock in the LB Sl
pi  and fertilization exponent b. 

Contours show values for entire range of ( Sl
pi , b) examined; absence of contours at upper right denotes regions of ( Sl

pi , b) 

that are excluded because the rate of increase in stocks would exceed emissions. Light red quadrilateral denotes region of 

( Sl
pi , b)  domain that is consistent with observations based on comparison of model results with observations; colored 

boundaries denote limits of satisfaction of model results with specific observations, Sect.  7.2, Sect. 7.3. a, Present-day kal; 3040 

b, kla; c, preindustrial kao; d, koa. SI data table, sheet 5.  
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f05 TransferCoeffsPicture2021-1025.eps 

Figure 5. Transfer coefficients kij (green), yr-1, describing the rate of transfer of anthropogenic CO2 (or of dissolved 

inorganic carbon DIC) from stock Si to stock Sj and other quantities required to model the budget of excess CO2 (above 3045 

preindustrial) over the Anthropocene. Square brackets denote ranges propagated from ranges in fertilization exponent b and 

preindustrial LB stock Sl
pi , consistent with observations. Curly brackets denote range arising from increase in CO2 over the 

Anthropocene. Red denotes present (2016) annual anthropogenic emissions from fossil fuel combustion and cement 

production Qff and from land-use change Qlu, Pg yr-1. Preindustrial steady-state fluxes responsible for departure from 

equilibrium in the preindustrial budget are shown in black. Depths of the ocean mixed layer and of the deep ocean are shown 3050 

at left.  
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f06 Q-dSamant_dt vs Samant .eps 

Figure 6. Rate of uptake of CO2 from AC and the ML combined, Sam, into the TB and DO obtained as difference between 

emissions and observed annual increase in stock in the AC △Sa , augmented by annual increase in stock in the ML  △Sm3055 

calculated for assumed equilibrium between Sa and Sm, versus sum of anthropogenic stocks in the AC and the ML Sam
ant , also 

calculated for assumed equilibrium between Sa and Sm. Emissions data from Boden et al. (2017) and Houghton and 

Nassikas (2017) as tabulated by Le Quéré et al., (2018a). Sa obtained from measurements of CO2 in glacial ice cores at Law 

Dome, Antarctica and air at Cape Grim, Tasmania (Etheridge et al., 1996) and from measurements in air (Keeling et al., 

1976, 2001 as updated; Ballantyne et al., 2012 as updated by Dlugokencky and Tans, 2018) as tabulated by Le Quéré et al., 3060 

(2018a) with representative uncertainties. Colored curves denote net flux from AC and ML into TB and DO calculated by 

model over the time period 1750–2016 for indicated pairs of values of preindustrial stock in LB Sl
pi  and fertilization 

exponent b for range ( Sl
pi , b), indicated in legend, consistent with observations, Sect. 7. Dashed black straight line through 

the origin with slope 0.0184 yr-1 corresponds to turnover time for the combined AC-ML compartments τAM
to  = 54.3 yr. 

Observation-derived data, SI data table, sheet 4, sheet 6.    3065 
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f07 3 panel time series 400,0.6 .eps 

Figure 7. Anthropogenic stocks and related quantities during historical run and subsequent to hypothetical abrupt cessation 

of emissions in 2017 for ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6). a, Stocks of anthropogenic carbon in the several compartments, and total, 

and running integral of total fossil fuel emissions; OB uptake denotes integrated net transfer from AC; Obdurate biosphere 3070 

stock includes decrease from LUC emissions. b, Rates of change of the several stocks dSi/dt, and net anthropogenic flux 

from AC to ML. c, Gross and net anthropogenic fluxes between the AC and the OB, rate of change of stock in the OB, 

dSo/dt as in b, and negative of land use change emissions, on same vertical scale as b. SI, Data table, sheet 6.  
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f08 xCO2ModMeas1750-2200 w insets1004.eps 3075 

Fig. 8. Consistency of model variants with observed atmospheric CO2. Curves denote modeled mixing ratio of atmospheric 

CO2 xCO2 for multiple model variants indicated by values of parameters Sl
pi  (Pg), preindustrial stock in labile biosphere; 

and b, exponent characterizing growth of GPP, for anthropogenic emissions given by historical inventories to 2016 (data 

sources as in Fig. 5) and set to zero commencing in 2017. Circles denote observations (data sources as in Fig. 5). Insets show 

time periods examined to assess consistency with observations: 1925, xCO2 > 300 ppm; 2017, xCO2 < 410 ppm, indicated by 3080 

dashed black lines. Curve colors denote values of Sl
pi ; styles (e.g. solid, dashed) denote values of b. Bold curves denote 

consistency with both criteria. SI Data table, sheets 4, 6. 
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f09 four contour diags 1004b.eps 

Figure 9. Contour diagrams of modeled amounts of CO2 and of radiocarbon as function of Sl
pi  and b showing observational 3085 

constraints on values of ( Sl
pi , b) pairs. a, Mixing ratio of atmospheric CO2 in 1925 (ochre) and 2017 (blue); bold contours 

denote lower limit of observed xCO2(1925), 300 ppm, and upper limit of observed xCO2(2017), 410 ppm. b, Stock of 

atmospheric radiocarbon in 1965 (green) and oceanic radiocarbon (ML + DO) in 1994 (tan); bold contours denote lower and 

upper limits of observed Ra(1965), 680 and 730 × 1026 atoms, respectively, and lower limit of observed Rmd
ant , 300 × 1026 

atoms. Shadings in a and b denote subdomains of ( Sl
pi , b) consistent with the respective bounds. c, Superposition of panels a 3090 

and b; shading denotes intersection of shaded regions in a and b. d, Shaded region in c, with controlling observational 

bounds. Marker at ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6) denotes values of ( Sl

pi , b) used as an example in subsequent analyses. SI data 

table, sheet 5. 
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f10 Radiocarbon 1017.eps 3095 

Figure 10. Modeled and measured radiocarbon stocks over the Anthropocene. a, Anthropogenic stocks in the several 

compartments calculated with the present model for Sl
pi and b = 0.6. b, Atmospheric 14CO2 in observations and as 

calculated with several ( Sl
pi , b) pairs; inset shows time range centered about peak value in 1965; dashed lines at 680 and 730 

× 1026 atoms denotes limits for which modeled 14CO2 at year 1965 is considered consistent with observations. c, 

Anthropogenic dissolved inorganic radiocarbon [DI14C] in the world ocean in observations and as calculated with several (3100 

Sl
pi , b) pairs as in b; dashed line at 300 × 1026 atoms is below which variants are considered inconsistent with observations. 

Measured atmospheric radiocarbon stocks are from dendrochronologically dated tree rings (Stuiver et al., 1998) and direct 

measurements in air (as tabulated by Graven et al., 2017). Ocean measurements are from Broecker et al. (1995), Key et al. 

(2004), and Peacock (2004). Also shown in c are model results of Naegler and Levin (2006) and several model variants 

denoted UL from Mouchet (2013). SI Data table, sheet 6.  3105 
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f11 xCO2,3 taus w quad, grid1005.eps 

Figure 11. a, Mixing ratio of atmospheric CO2 300 years after cessation of emissions as a function of model parameters Sl
pi  

and b. b-d, several measures of lifetime of excess CO2; b, present-day turnover time of stock in combined atmosphere-LB-

ML compartment, Eq 2.2; c, time constant τFit characterizing exponential decay from fit to atmospheric CO2 over initial 100 3110 

years subsequent to cessation of emissions; d, equivalent 1/e lifetime of excess CO2, Eq 2.6b, evaluated at time horizon T = 

100 yr subsequent to cessation. Light red quadrangle denotes region of ( Sl
pi , b) that is consistent with observations the 

colors of boundaries denoting the several observational constraints, as in Fig. 9. SI data table, sheet 5.  
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f12 MultipleMeasuresLifetime ab 1015.eps 3115 

Figure 12. Multiple measures of the lifetime of excess CO2. a, As a function of time for preindustrial LB stock Sl
pi , 400 Pg 

and fertilization exponent b, 0.6. Turnover times are evaluated for anthropogenic atmospheric stock Sa
ant  and for combined 

anthropogenic stocks in AC and ML, Sam
ant , and in AC, LB, and ML, Salm

ant , by Eq 2.1 for present-day observational data 

(markers) and model output using net leaving flux. Adjustment times are evaluated following abrupt cessation of 

anthropogenic emissions in 2017. Instantaneous adjustment times τinst for the three stock quantities are evaluated by Eq 2.3. 3120 

Time-average adjustment time τt-avg is evaluated by Eq 2.4; amount-weighted–average lifetime τa-avg, Eq. 2.5; equivalent 

1/e lifetime, τE, Eq. 2.6b; all for Sa. Fraction of excess CO2 mixing ratio at time of cessation remaining as function of time 

and fit to exponential decay function for initial 100 yr, with baseline zero, yielding time constant τCO2Fit = 105 yr, are shown 

on right axis. b, τt-avg, τa-avg, and τE as in a, but plotted versus fraction of CO2 remaining; top axis shows time subsequent 

to cessation of emissions corresponding to fraction removed on bottom axis. SI Data table, sheet  6.  3125 
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f13 EssApprox 2_5 1029.eps 

Figure 13. Examination of equilibrium–steady-state (ESS) assumption. a-e, Anthropogenic perturbation to stocks in AC, 

ML, DO, LB, and OB; results from exact model, red, and from ESS model, green. Anthropogenic perturbation to OB stock 

includes loss from LUC emissions. f, Anthropogenic enhancement to stocks in AC, ML, and LB, for exact model, 3130 

normalized to their values in 2017 prior to cessation of emissions. All results are for Salm
ant  = 400 Pg and b = 0.6. SI Data 

table, sheet 6.  
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Figure 14 (caption on following page)  
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Figure 14 (preceding page). CO2 mixing ratio and net rates of transfer of anthropogenic CO2 as determined with the present 

model, as presented by several investigators based on global CC models, and from observations. a, Global CO2 mixing ratio 

from 11 Earth system models that participated in the CMIP5 intercomparison, adapted from Friedlingstein et al., (2014, 

Figure 1a); observations from Law Dome, Cape Grim and measurements in air as in Fig. 8. b, Rate of ocean uptake of 

anthropogenic CO2 from present model and from 13 CMIP5 models (adapted from Wang et al. 2016, Figure 1a), with 3140 

multimodel means presented by Wang et al. (2016) and by Anav et al. (2013). c, Net flux from AC to TB (i.e., not including 

change due to LUC emissions) from 7 coupled ocean atmosphere GCMs and 4 models of intermediate complexity, modified 

from Friedlingstein et al. (2006, Figure 1c). d, Net rate of change of stock in TB (i.e., difference between net uptake rate and 

LUC emissions); present model, results and multimodel mean from 18 CMIP5 models (data courtesy of Alessandro Anav). 

“Observed” denotes difference between emissions from fossil fuel and cement manufacture minus observed atmospheric 3145 

growth and modeled ocean uptake (multimodel mean from Le Quéré et al., (2018a) and representative associated 

uncertainties. Results from present model are shown for three ( Sl
pi , b) pairs indicated in a;; cf. Fig. 8, Fig. 9d. Present model 

results, SI Data table, sheet 6.  

Figure 15 (following page). Comparison of present model results with measurements and other models (Global Carbon 

Budget GCB17, Le Quéré et al., 2018a) over the period of contemporaneous in-situ measurements of atmospheric CO2. a) 3150 

Rate of uptake of anthropogenic CO2 by the combined ML + DO, equivalent to net flux from AC to ML minus PI flux: eight 

CC model calculations from GCB 2017 (thicker lines), and multimodel mean (Le Quéré et al., 2018a); 13 CC model 

calculations from CMIP5 (thinner lines), and multimodel mean (data from Wang et al., 2016, Fig. 1a); observation-based 

studies (Takahashi et al., 2009; Rödenbeck et al., 2014 (data from Le Quéré et al., 2018a); Landschützer et al., 2015 (data 

from Le Quéré et al., 2018a, incremented by 0.6 Pg yr-1); Wang et al., 2016 (incremented by 0.6 Pg yr-1); Gruber et al., 3155 

2019, mean and uncertainty over indicated time range), and inferred from analysis of radiocarbon data (Graven et al., 2012, 

mean and uncertainty over indicated time range). b) Net anthropogenic flux from atmosphere to combined LB and OB 

compartments: 15 CC model calculations from GCB17 (data from Le Quéré et al., 2018a) and multimodel mean; and as 

inferred by difference from emissions, atmospheric growth, and ocean uptake, (Gruber et al., 2019). c) "Observed" denotes 

sum of uptake from atmosphere to ocean and TB evaluated as difference between annual emissions and atmospheric growth; 3160 

multimodel means and observation-derived data tabulated by Le Quéré et al. (2018a) as in Fig. 8. d) Residual of sum of 

uptake from atmosphere to ocean and TB (model minus observations) for present model and multimodel mean from panel c, 

with average and standard deviation at right. Results from present model are shown for three ( Sl
pi , b) pairs indicated in c; 

only a single instance (400 Pg, 0.6) is shown in d. Present model results, SI Data table, sheet 6.; cf. Fig. 8d.  
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Figure 15 (caption on peceding page) 3165 
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f16 long time fraction .eps 

Figure 16. Model results for fraction of CO2 remaining in atmosphere as a function of time, 0 to 700 yr, subsequent to 3170 
cessation of emissions for indicated values of ( Sl

pi , b). SI Data table, sheet 6.  
f17 Scale 0.3,350 2021-0909 w MacDougall 1006.eps 

 
f18 Raupach Present.eps 

Figure 17. Model results for turnover time referenced to excess stock in the AC, evaluated as inverse of transfer coefficient 3175 

from AC to the ML, DO, and TB, combined, presented by Raupach et al. (2014, their Figure 5) for historical emissions with 

abrupt cessation in 2013; jags result from digitization. Shown for comparison are turnover times evaluated with present 

model, with  ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6) for excess stock in AC, AC+ML, and AC+ML+LB, for historical emissions with 

abrupt cessation of emissions in 2017, as in Fig. 8. Present model results, SI Data table, sheet 6.  
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 3180 
fA1 oa fluxes w quad, grid.eps 

Figure A1. Dependence of quantities characterizing exchange of material between the atmosphere and the obdurate 

biosphere on preindustrial (PI) stock in the labile biosphere Sl
pi  and exponent b characterizing rate of increase of GPP with 

increasing atmospheric CO2 stock. a, PD stock of anthropogenic carbon in the OB, So
Ant,pd

 b, Present-day (PD) annual rate 

of increase of stock in the OB due to transfer between the atmosphere and the OB, △So
tr,pd . c, PI flux from the atmosphere to 3185 

the OB Fao
pi . d., PD net anthropogenic flux from the atmosphere and the OB. Contours show values for entire range of [ Sl

pi , 

b] examined; light red quadrilateral denotes region in ( Sl
pi , b) domain that is consistent with observations, as in Fig. 3. SI 

data table, sheet 5.  
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fB1 beta, K'maC.eps 3190 

Figure B1. Differential equilibrium constant β = d[H2CO3]/d[DIC] (left axis) denoting equilibrium change in H2CO3 

concentration per change in DIC concentration as a function of CO2 mixing ratio (in dry air) evaluated for seawater 

alkalinity 2349 µmol kgsw
−1 , salinity 35, and temperature 18˚C; and (right axis) differential equilibrium constant 

′Kma = dSa / dSm , the corresponding change in Sa per change in Sm evaluated for depth of mixed layer zm = 100 m. Shown 

for reference are mixing ratios of preindustrial, present (2016), and twice preindustrial CO2. SI Data table, sheet 2.  3195 
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fC1 SuperPiao,Forkel,ChengZhangAnavBallantyneLogFakeAxis0417e1209.1226C 1014slopes.eps 

Figure C1. Double logarithmic plot of recent observationally based determinations and model-based estimates of global 

gross primary production GPP, versus global CO2 mixing ratio, lower axis, together with fits to the expression 3200 

logFGPP = loga + b log xCO2  (straight lines without markers), corresponding to FGPP = axCO2
b , with slope coefficient b given 

at right; black dotted lines at lower part of figure show slope corresponding to indicated value of b. Date corresponding to 

CO2 mixing ratio is shown on top axis. Observationally based determinations (thick lines with markers): two Moderate 

Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer MODIS products, data from Zhang et al, 2017; a hybrid MODIS-AVHRR (Advanced 

Very High Resolution Radiometer) product as determined by the Running et al. (2004) procedure; data from Ballantyne et 3205 

al., 2017; Model Tree Ensemble MTE product, Jung et al., 2011, data from Anav et al., 2015; Fluxcom, Tramontana et al., 

2016, data from Zhang et al., 2017; Vegetation Photosynthesis Model VPM product, Zhang et al., 2017; as inferred from 

water use and water use efficiency, Cheng et al. (2017); and as inferred from carbonyl sulfide budget (slope only; Campbell 

et al., 2017). Model based estimates (thin lines with markers) are from the TRENDY project (Sitch et al., 2015 as 

summarized by Anav et al., 2015, smaller, filled markers, circa 2014, data provided by A. Anav; and as summarized by Piao 3210 

et al., 2019, smaller open markers, circa 2018; data provided by S. Piao); additional model based estimates LPJmL (Forkel et 

al., 2016) and CABLE (Cernusak et al, 2019). Additional assessments (blue diamonds, with uncertainties if provided) plotted 

against year if specified (Joiner et al., 2018), with pertinent time range (Jung et al., 2011), or year of publication (Beer et al., 

2010; Welp et al., 2011, Wang et al., 2012). For identification of model-based and satellite-based products see cited 

publications, Sitch et al. (2015), and Le Quéré et al. (2018a).  3215 
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fE1 RadiocarbonEmissionsC 2021-1005.eps 

Figure E1. Radiocarbon emissions. a, Logarithmic scale and b, linear scale. Land-use change emissions, which are slightly 

dependent on parameters are shown for ( Sl
pi , b) = (500 Pg, 0.3). SI Data table, sheet 3.  
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fE2 Radiocarbon fraction tau C 1005.eps 

Figure E2. a, Normalized fractional excess of atmospheric 14CO2 as a function of time, red, lower axis, and, for 

comparison of ordinary CO2 as a function of time relative to time of cessation, blue, upper axis. b, Equivalent 1/e lifetimes 

corresponding to fractional excess amounts in a. For ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6). SI Data table, sheet 6.  3225 

 

 
fE3 Radiocarbon ESS approxC 1005.eps 

Figure E3. Examination of equilibrium and steady-state approximations for radiocarbon in ML and LB, for ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 

Pg, 0.6). SI Data table, sheet 6.  3230 
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fF1 RevelleC 0528.eps 

Figure F1. a. Fractional changes in stocks in atmosphere and ML in output from the present model, and b. Revelle factor 

evaluated as ratio of those fractional changes, red, and for equilibrium conditions, Eq B19, green. Both evaluated 

for ( Sl
pi , b) = (400 Pg, 0.6). Transition from smooth to noisy curve evident in b between 1850 and 2016 results from using 3235 

emissions obtained by inventory methods. SI Data table, sheet 6.  
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