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Thank you for your valuable comments. To protect the motor of the sampler, the aerosol
sampler was stopped for one hour every five hours. Hence, the actual sampling time
per membrane was 20 hours. In ultra-sound extraction, the use of 1M HCl was to ob-
tain the maximum amount of nutrients dissolution compared with aerosol water-soluble
nutrient. After acidic extraction and filtration, filtrates were adjusted to neutral used
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NaOH before the Molybdosilicate Blue methods for P and Si analyses. Fe-P in spr-NW
aerosol accounting for 33%, which was higher than Fe-P in its source, Asian sand-dust
(0.12%-14%, Yang, 2012), so except for source, Fe-P pattern also probably linked to
the modification in atmospheric transport path (e.g. acid processing). In order to avoid
errors between experimental methods, only one-site comparison was made. Consid-
ered the wider implications for reader’s form outside the region, key and generalizable
conclusions will be strengthened. The discussion on nitrate/ammonium ratio without
Na+ was the most simplified case under the observation that Na+ was not dominant
component in water-soluble components of aerosols over the Yellow sea (Yang & Xiu,
2009).
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