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I would like to offer a few comments based on a quick reading.

In Section 3.2.2 the authors estimated the mass absorption efficiency (MAE) of different
PMF ACSM factors using multivariate linear regression (MLR). Using PMF factors in
the MLR, rather than individual chemical species, has the great advantage of providing
the MAE of atmospheric particles taking into consideration their mixing state in the
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atmosphere. However, as reported by the authors, the number of papers presenting
MAE (or mass scattering efficiency; MSE) of pollutant sources is rather scarce. Here, I
would like to suggest the authors to cite another recent paper (Ealo et al., ACP, 2018)
where both the MAE and MSE of different PMF sources were reported. The chemical
speciated data used in Ealo et al. (2018) were obtained from chemical analysis of
24h filters. In Ealo et al. (2018) the highest MAE was calculated for the Traffic source
(around 1.7 m2/g at 637 nm).

Moreover, Ealo et al. (2018) also reported the correlation between measured and
modelled aerosol particle scattering (R2 = 0.85) and absorption (R2 = 0.76).
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