
GENERAL REPLY 

 

The authors thank the two reviewers for their constructive comments and helpful suggestions that have 

improved the manuscript. 

 

As mentioned by the both reviewers, the reconstruction method had some shortcomings, but the 

reviewers, especially reviewer #1, gave concrete and great suggestions to resolve them. The 

manuscript has been largely revised and improved along the suggestions. The authors describe first 

the revisions in the reconstruction method as a General Reply.  

 

 

The suggestions are as follows: 

(1) use of 10-year trajectory instead of 90-day, which can eliminate the remaining trajectories in the 

UTLS (k=5);  

(2) reconstruction of chemical passive tracers with evaluation of transport timescale (as the first step); 

and  

(3) reconstruction of chemical active tracers including chemical decay (as the second step).  

The authors have made these procedures and some relating revisions as follows. 

 

 

For point (1), as noted by the reviewers, the remaining trajectories in the UTLS (k=5) could be 

eliminated, i.e., it was confirmed that the all trajectories are categorized into any origins of k = 1, 2, 3, 

or 4 within 10 years (Note that the criteria have also been revised to avoid some shortcomings). In 

addition, the inversion method to estimate tracer mixing ratio for k=1 and 5 in the original manuscript 

could be also eliminated, i.e., the all tracers in the ExUTLS have been reconstructed only from their 

mixing ratios assumed in the high-latitude LT, mid-latitude LT, and tropical troposphere.  

 

For point (2), using the 10-year trajectory, Age of Air (AoA) as well as SF6 and CO2 distributions 

have been reconstructed from the trajectories including the “Tail correction” (e.g., Diallo et al., 2012). 

The CH4, N2O, CO have been also reconstructed without any chemical decay in this step. AoA has 

been also estimated using observed SF6 mixing ratios obtained by CONTRAIL, and then the two 

AoAs have been compared to correct transport timescale expressed in the trajectories.  

 

For point (3), the chemical active tracers, CH4, N2O, and CO, are finally reconstructed with simulating 

their chemical loss along an “average path” (Schoeberl et al., 2000). The use of the concept of average 

path was also suggested by the reviewer #1. Based on this concept, the authors believe that the active 



tracers have been successfully reconstructed together with estimation of seasonally depending their 

chemical loss rate.  

 

In relation to a suite of these revisions, the latter half of section 2.1 (Estimating the origin fraction and 

AoA), large part of section 2.2 (Air mass original composition and reconstruction) were significantly 

revised, especially section 2.2 was reorganized and a new subsections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 were created for 

reconstructions of chemical passive and active tracers, respectively. The analyzing results, figures, and 

discussions were thus also changed in association with the revision of the reconstruction method, but 

the main thesis was essentially not changed.  
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The authors believe that the revised manuscript has been improved by incorporating the more 

appropriate reconstruction method. 

Point-by-point responses to the comments of individual reviewer are provided below. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

REPLY TO COMMENTS BY REVIEWER #1 

 

The authors are grateful for the thorough review and constructive comments on the manuscript. All of 

the points raised by the reviewer have been addressed. Regarding the reviewer’s major comments, 

please also refer to the “General Reply” section. Point-by-point responses are detailed below, in red 

text. 
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