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Abstract. The westerly wind travelling at high altitudes over East Asia transports aerosols from the Asian deserts and urban 

areas to downwind areas such as Japan. These long-range transported aerosols include not only mineral particles, but also 

microbial particles (bioaerosols), that impact the ice-cloud formation processes as ice nuclei. However, the the detailed 

relations of airborne bacterial dynamics to ice nucleation in high-elevation aerosols have not been investigated. Here, we 20 

used the aerosol particles captured in the snow cover at the altitudes of 2,450 m on Mt. Tateyama to investigate the 

sequential changes of ice-nucleation activities and bacterial communities in aerosols and elucidate the relationships between 

the two processes. After stratification of the snow layers formed on the walls of a snow pit on Mt. Tateyama, snow samples, 

including aerosol particles, were collected from 70 layers at the lower (winter accumulation) and upper (spring 

accumulation) parts of the snow wall. The aerosols recorded in the lower parts mainly came from Siberia (Russia), North 25 

Asia, and the Sea of Japan, while those in the upper parts showed an increase the Asian-dust particles, which originate from 

the desert regions and industrial coasts of Asian. The snow samples exhibited high levels of ice nucleation corresponding to 

the increase of Asian dust particles. Amplicon sequencing analysis using 16S rRNA genes revealed that the bacterial 

communities in the snow samples predominately included plant associated and marine bacteria (phyla Proteobacteria) during 

winter; whereas, during spring, when dust events arrived frequently, the majority were terrestrial bacteria of phyla 30 

Actinobacteria and Firmicutes. The relative abundances of Firmicutes (Bacilli) showed a significant positive relationship to 

the ice nucleation in snow samples. Presumably, Asian dust events change the airborne bacterial communities over Mt. 

Tateyama and carry terrestrial bacterial populations, which possibly induce ice-nucleation activities, thereby indirectly 

effecting on climate changes. 
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1 Introduction 

The westerly wind transports mineral particles from the middle desert areas of the Asian continents, including the Gobi and 

Taklamakan Deserts, and mineral particles contaminated by anthropogenic pollutants at continental coasts are dispersed 

eastward over the Japanese Sea to Japan (Duce et al., 1980; Iwasaka et al., 1983; Watanabe et al., 2006; Huang et al., 

2015ab). In addition to abiotic particles, the microbial fractions associated with mineral-dust particles, which are commonly 5 

called “bioaerosols” include viruses, bacteria, fungi, and pollen as well as plant and animal debris (Jones and Harrison, 2004; 

Jaenicke, 2005; Iwasaka et al., 2009; Pointing and Belnap, 2014). The airborne bacterial compositions at high altitudes above 

Asian dust deposition and areas of anthropogenic pollution, such as Beijing (Li et al., 2010), Osaka (Yamaguchi et al., 2012), 

the Noto Peninsula (Maki et al., 2010, 2013), and the North American mountains (Smith et al., 2012), vary significantly. 

Airborne bacteria at high altitudes over East Asia are the focus of this study, because of their impacts in atmospheric 10 

chemical reactions and cloud formation (Pratt et al., 2009; Morris et al., 2011; Hara et al., 2016ab). In Japan, airborne 

microbial abundances increase in response to atmospheric depressions, which travel from the Asian continent (Murata and 

Zhang, 2016). 

Some of airborne microorganisms act as ice nuclei that are related to ice-cloud formation processes, indicating the possibility 

that wind-blown bioaerosol particles indirectly contribute to atmospheric radiation transfer and the geochemical cycle of 15 

atmospheric constituents (Möhler et al., 2007; Delort et al., 2010; Creamean et al., 2013; Joly et al., 2013; Pöschl and 

Shiraiwa, 2015). In particular, the ice-nucleating cell components of some bacterial species belonging to the phylum 

Proteobacteria and class Bacilli exhibit high nucleation activities, initiating ice formation at relatively warmer temperatures 

(from -5 °C to -2 °C) (Morris et al., 2004) than the inorganic ice-nuclei, such as potassium feldspar (approximately -8 °C) 

(Atkinson et al., 2013). Ice-nucleating bioaerosols are believed to activate ice-cloud formation more efficiently than 20 

inorganic substances (Hoose and Möhler, 2012; Murray et al., 2012), and contribute to rapid ice-cloud formation, even at 

low concentrations, in the clouds at temperatures between -8 °C and -3 °C (Hallett and Mossop, 1974). Airborne bacteria 

carried by westerly winds over East Asia area also found to initiate high leveles of ice nucleation (Hara et al., 2016a, b). 

Culture-independent analyses for bacterial taxonomic composition demonstrated the high bacterial diversity in cloud waters 

suggesting that some unculturable bacterial populations, including the keystone bacteria, primarily influence ice-cloud 25 

formations in North American mountains (Bowers et al., 2009; Pratt et al., 2009). However, in East Asia, the influences of 

airborne bacterial dynamics on atmospheric ice-nucleation and precipitation are unclear. 

During the winter and early spring, strong north-westerly winds carry heavy falls of snow to Mt. Tateyama (3,015 m above 

sea level), which faces the East Sea. The snowfall sometimes includes the natural and anthropogenic dust particles from 

Asian continent. Since ice-nucleating bacteria possibly contribute to ice-cloud formation and snow fall over Mt. Tateyama, 30 

the bacterial communities in the snow cover can be useful for investigating the impact of airborne bacteria on ice-cloud 

formation processes. The snow covers on Mt. Tateyama exhibit the deep depths ranging from 6 m to 10 m in the spring 

(Osada et al., 2004; Watanabe et al., 2011). The air temperature, which rarely exceeds freezing from November to April, 
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generally maintains the frozen condition of the snow cover until early April. Moreover, the snow cover located at the high 

altitude avoids windblown contamination by regional soil materials. Some previous researches demonstrated that the 

chemical compounds (Osada et al., 2004; Watanabe et al., 2011) and bioaerosols (Maki et al., 2011; Tanaka et al., 2011) 

from continental areas were found in the coloured (dirty) layers of snow cover on Mt. Tateyama. Therefore, snow samples 

that include aerosols from continental areas can be obtained from the snow cover on Mt. Tateyama to analyse the airborne 5 

microbial communities relating to ice-nucleation at high altitudes. 

This study investigated the ice-nucleation activities of intercontinentally transported aerosols in the snow cover, and 

identified the airborne bacterial changes relating to ice nucleation. Firstly, we dug a snow wall with a height of 734 cm in the 

snow cover on Mt. Tateyama in the early spring (April) and collected snow samples, including aerosols, from it. The snow 

samples were used for estimating the concentrations of chemical components and aerosol particles, using chemical analyses 10 

and fluorescence microscopic observations, respectively. The ice-nucleation activities of aerosol particles in the snow 

samples were also evaluated by water-drop freezing assays. The bacterial community structures in snow samples were 

determined using MiSeq sequencing analysis using PCR-amplified bacterial 16S ribosomal RNA (rRNA) genes in order to 

investigate links between ice-nucleation activities and the vertical distribution of bacterial taxa in snow cover. 

 15 

2. Materials and Methods  

2.1 Snow sampling 

The snow samples were collected from the snow cover at Murododaira (36.57N, 137.60E; 2,450 m) on Mt. Tateyama on the 

20th April 2013 (Fig. 1). We dug a snow pit from the top of the snow-cover to the ground’s surface (743 cm vertical extent) 

and carefully smoothed the snow wall in the pit to leave the stratigraphy of the snow layers undisturbed. After the surface 20 

snow was removed from the snow wall using a sterilized snow sampler (polycarbonate plates: 3 cm × 20 cm × 0.1 cm), a 10 

mL sample of snow was collected from a depth of 10 cm from the snow-wall’s surface using a new sterilized snow sampler. 

The snow samples were obtained from each 3 cm layer of the snow wall at lower heights from 164 cm to 200 cm (lower 

part) and upper heights from 560 cm to 743 cm (upper part). The upper parts frequently included the coloured layers (dirty 

layers) with natural and/or anthropogenic dust particles, while the lower part mainly composed of white layers (non-coloured 25 

layers). A total of 70 snow samples were obtained for use in fluorescence-microscopic observations, water-drop freezing 

assays (ice-nucleation assay) and DNA sequencing analyses. Alternative snow samples were also collected from each 10 cm 

layer from the top to the bottom of the snow wall for chemical analyses. The snow samples were preserved at -30 °C, prior to 

their use in each experiment. 
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2.2 Environmental factors 

The snow samples collected from each 10-cm layer were allowed to melt in a laboratory, and their chemical compositions 

(anions and cations) were measured using ion chromatography (Dionex, ICS-1600 Thermo Fisher Scientific, Yokohama, 

Japan) (Watanabe et al., 2012). The values of nss-Ca2+ and nss-SO4
2- were calculated from the concentration ratio of Na+ to 

Ca2+ and SO4
2-, respectively. The accuracy of the measured values was around 5%. 5 

The concentrations of formaldehyde (HCHO) and acetaldehyde (CH3CHO) were determined using high-performance liquid 

chromatographic analysis (HPLC, LC-2000Plus, JASCO, Tokyo, Japan) with a fluorescent derivatizing reagent, such as 1, 3-

cyclohexanedione (Iwama et al., 2011; Watanabe et al., 2012). The detection limits of HCHO and CH3CHO were 0.05 and 

0.01 µmol kg-1, respectively. The 500 µL solution of 70 snow samples collected from each 3-cm layer was fixed with a 

paraformaldehyde solution at a final concentration of 1 %. The samples were stained with DAPI (4',6-diamino-2-10 

phenylindole) at a final concentration of 0.5 µg mL-1 for 15 min and filtered through a 0.22 µm pore-size polycarbonate filter 

(Millipore, Tokyo, Japan) (Russell et al., 1974). After the filter was placed on a slide on top of a drop of low-fluorescence 

immersion oil, a drop of oil was added and then covered with a cover slide. Slides were examined using an epifluorescence 

microscope (Olympus, Tokyo, Japan) with UV excitation system. A filter transect was scanned, and the mineral particles 

(white particles), organic particles (yellow particles), bacterial cells (blue particles), and black carbon (black particles) on the 15 

filter transect were counted. In addition, the filter transect could be discriminated into yellow and white particles in two size 

categories of <5 µm and >5 µm. The depolarization rates and spherical-particle rates measured by the light detection and 

ranging (LIDAR) system at Toyama, which is located at a distance of 50 km from Mt. Tateyama, were used for evaluating 

the occurrences of dust events and anthropogenic pollutants, respectively (http://www-lidar.nies.go.jp/). 

2.3 Water-drop freezing assay 20 

Melted snow samples (70 samples) of each 3-cm layers were passed through sterilized 0.22 µm pore size membrane filters 

(Millipore, Billerica, MA, USA) and the particulate matter was re-suspended in sterile nano-purewater at a 200-fold 

concentration. Concentrated samples were diluted to the lowest particulate densities of approximately 5.0 × 104 particles mL-

1 (from 1.0 µg mL−1 to 2.0 µg mL−1) using the nano-purewater, and 50 µL of the liquid was aliquoted into each well of 24 

wells in a sterile 96-well microplate. For the first assay, 96-wells microplates were placed onto an arminum plate and the 25 

measured temperature was decreased from 0 °C to −25 °C at a rate of 1.0 °C min−1. For each assay, wells of Arizona test 

dust (ATD: 2.0 µg mL−1) and nano-purewater were prepared as positive and negative controls, respectively. Cumulative IN 

(Ice Nuclei) concentrations in 1 mL of melted snow at each temperature were calculated using the following equation (Vali, 

1971). 

IN# 	=
∆𝑀(ln(N,-,./)	– 	ln(N2345-673)

V
 30 
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Ntotal is the total number of tubes (24 wells), Nunfrozen is the number of wells still unfrozen (liquid) at each temperature, and V 

is the volume of melted snow (50 µL). In the present study, the measurable ice-nucleic concentrations in melted snow ranged 

between 1.74 IN L−1 and 49.7 IN L−1. 

2.4 High throughput sequencing of bacterial 16S rRNA genes in the snow samples 

The particles in 5 mL melted snow samples collected from 70 layers were pelleted by centrifuging at 20,000 g for 10 minutes 5 

and re-suspended into 500 µL of nano-purewater. The re-suspending solutions were used for the extraction of genomic DNA 

(gDNA) using a phenol-chloroform method, which were combined with the microbial-cell degradation by SDS, proteinase K, 

and lysozyme, as described previously (Maki et al., 2008). Fragments of 16S rDNA (approximately 290 bp) were amplified 

from the extracted gDNA by PCR using universal bacterial primers 515F and 806R for the V4 region (Caporaso et al., 2011). 

The first PCR fragments were amplified again using the second PCR primers, which targeted the additional sequences of 10 

first PCR primers and included eight tag nucleotides designed for sample identification barcoding. Thermal cycling 

conditions were employed from the previous investigation (Maki et al., 2016). The PCR amplicons were used for high-

throughput sequencing on a MiSeq Genome Sequencer (Illumina, CA, USA). The paired-end sequences with area length of 

250 bp were grouped based on the tag sequences for each sample. At the PCR-analysis steps, negative controls (nano-

purewater) contained no fragments of 16S rDNA amplicons showing the absence of artificial contamination.  15 

The forward and reverse paired-end reads in the raw sequencing database were merged using USEARCH v.9.0.2132 (Edgar, 

2013). After the irregular merged reads (lengths outside 200-500 bp range or exceeding 6 homopolymers) were removed by 

Mothur v1.36.1 (Schloss et al., 2009), sequences with low Q-scores (>1 expected error) and singleton reads were removed. 

Theses sequences were clustered de novo (with a minimum identity of 97 %) into operational taxonomic units (OTUs). The 

representative OTU sequences were identified using the RDP classifier (Wang et al., 2007) implemented in QIIME v9.1.1 20 

(Caporaso et al., 2010). Greengenes release 13_8 (McDonald et al., 2012) was used for determining taxonomic compositions. 

All sequences have been deposited in the DDBJ database (accession number of the submission is PRJEB24035). 

2.5 Quantitative real-time PCR (qRT-PCR) 

A qRT-PCR analysis was employed, following the method of previous workers (Kobayashi et al., 2015a), for investigating 

the relative abundance of bacteria through amplification of their 16S rRNA gene. Standard curves were obtained using ABI 25 

7500 system (ABI, CA, USA), and calibrated by the several dilutions of purified bacterial amplicons. All the standard curves 

obtained in this way met the required standards of efficiency (R > 0.99, E > 90%). Reactions were performed in a 20-µL 

reaction mixture containing 10 µL of TaqMan Gene Expression Master Mix, 0.8 µL of Primer F20 (10 pmol µL−1), 0.8 µL of 

Primer R20 (10 pmol µL−1), 0.4 µL of TaqMan probe (10 pmol µL−1), and 2 µL of DNA template (10 ng mL−1), and 6.0 µL 

of nano-purewater. Amplification consisted of initial denaturation at 95 °C for 5 min, then 50 cycles at 95 °C for 15 s, 30 

followed by annealing and extension at 59 °C for 60 s. All reaction steps were performed using the ABI 7500 system. 
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3. Results  

3.1 Chemical analysis of snow samples obtained from snow layers 

The majority of snow samples recovered from Mt. Tateyama, using the method outlined in Section 2.1, were collected from 

the snow wall, of which almost layers were composed of compacted snow or solid-type snow. The chemical compounds in 

the snow samples retained the variations corresponding to the snow layers, meaning that the snow layers would generally 5 

retain their original chemical and isotopic composition from the time of the snowfall (Fig. 2). Some coloured layers (dirty 

layers) that appeared brown-yellow or dark brown could be observed in four parts of the snow wall, at the heights ranging 

from 599 cm to 620 cm, from 626 cm to 644 cm, from 650 cm to 662 cm, and from 716 cm to 734 cm. The solutions of 

snow samples from the dirty layers contained higher concentrations of nss-Ca2+, which is a tracer of dust mineral particles 

from Asian deserts, than non-coloured layers in the lower parts of snow wall. The nss-Ca2+ peaks at each of the four dirty 10 

layers had maximum concentrations of 25.4 µeq L-1, 47.9 µeq L-1, 25.4 µeq L-1, and 31.4 µeq L-1, respectively (Fig. 2). The 

deporalization ratio of LIDAR measurements also indicated the four series of Asian-dust events that occurred from 12 to 21 

February, from 26 February to 13 March, from 18 to 26 March and from 4 to 19 April in 2013 over the northwest seashore of 

Japanese main-island (Fig. 3, Fig. S1). The air back-trajectory analyses indicated that, during these periods, air masses came 

from the desert areas of the Asian continent (Fig. S2). In addition, the concentrations of NO3
-, SO4

2- and acetaldehyde, which 15 

are originated from the anthropogenic pollutions in the continental coastal area, also trended to increase in the snow samples 

collected from the the dirty layers. 

In contrast, the concentrations of formaldehyde photo-synthesized from plant products fluctuated in the range of 0.05 µmol 

kg-1 to 0.60 µmol kg-1, regardless of whether the samples were collected from non-coloured of dirty layers. Relatively 

constant high concentrations of around 0.45 µmol kg-1 were observed in samples from the lower parts (from 167 cm to 200 20 

cm) of the snow wall. The concentrations of Na+, which primarily came from sea salt, increased in the snow samples in the 

two layers below the dirty layers (from 695 cm to 710 cm and from 584 cm to 589 cm) and in the low parts (from 167 cm to 

200 cm) and ranged from from 14.9 µeq L-1 to 28.9 µeq L-1. LIDAR measurements showed low ratios of deporalization and 

an attenuated backscatter coefficient before the middle of February 2013, indicating a lack of dust events during winter, 

when the snow cover from 167 cm to 200 cm formed (Fig. S1). The air back-trajectories before the middle of February 2013 25 

frequently came from Siberia (Russia), North Asia, and the Sea of Japan, and remained over mountains and marine areas for 

longer periods, than those of April and March (Fig. S2). 

Mineral particles, yellow particles and bacterial particles were observed in the solutions of snow samples under fluorescent 

microscopic observation, using the DAPI staining technique. The total densities of DAPI-fluorescent particles increased in 

the snow samples of the four dirty layers and exhibited the peaks ranging from 6.33 x 106 to 4.12 x 107 particles mL-1 (Fig. 30 

4). In particular, yellow particles and bacterial particles in the snow samples from the two dirty layers had significantly 

higher densities, of the order of 107 particles mL-1. Black particles were frequently detected, regardless of whether a sample 

had been collected from a dirty layer, and the densities fluctuated by approximately 1.00 x 105 particles mL-1. Bacterial 
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densities determined using qRT-PCR gradually increased from the lower parts to the upper parts of the snow wall and 

exhibited some peaks of the order of 105 copies mL-1 in the dirty layers. 

3.2 Ice-nucleation activities determined using water-drop freezing assay 

Ice-nucleation assay using some of snow samples collected from the upper parts of the snow wall showed a higher freezing 

temperature of water drops than those from the lower parts of the snow wall (Fig. 5a). In particular, the snow samples of 5 

dirty layers (from 599 cm to 620 cm, from 626 cm to 644 cm, from 650 cm to 662 cm, and from 716 cm to 734 cm) 

indicated high freezing temperatures at more than -12 °C. The freezing temperatures detecting the half concentrations of ice-

nuclei particles (IN-T50C) increased in the snow samples that include high amounts of fluorescent particles (Fig. 5b). 

Additionally, the freezing temperatures of snow samples increased significantly in relation to the higher densities of 

fluorescent particles (P < 0.001) (Table 1). This means that the snow samples including dust and microbial particles have 10 

high activities of ice nucleation. 

3.3 Analyses of prokaryote community structures 

For the analysis of bacterial compositions in the snow samples, we obtained a total of 17,676,926 reads. Following quality 

filtering 6,367,300 merged paired-end sequences with a median length of 292 bp remained. The sequences of 16S rRNA 

gene were divided into 1,451 phylotypes (sequences with >97% similarity). Phylogenetic assignment of sequences resulted 15 

in an overall diversity comprising 33 phyla, (and candidate divisions), 73 classes (and class-level candidate taxa), and 179 

families (and family-level candidate taxa). Most of the phylotypes recovered from the air samples were related to the phyla 

Cyanobacteria, Actinobacteria, Firmicutes (Bacilli, Clostridia), Bacteroidetes and Proteobacteria (Alpha-, Beta- and Gamma-

proteobacteria), which are typically well represented in 16S rRNA genes sequencing database generated from terrestrial, 

marine, freshwater, and phyllospheric environments (Fig. 6). For the PCR-analysis steps, negative controls (no template and 20 

template from unused filters) did not contain the amplicons of 16S rRNA genes demonstrating the absence of artificial 

contamination during the experimental processes. 

The bacterial species numbers estimated by Chao 1 increased as the snow samples were collected from the upper parts of 

snow wall (Fig. 7). The Chao 1 values were higher in the snow samples of dirty layers that those of non-coloured layers (P < 

0.05). On a non-metric multidimensional scaling plot with weighted UniFrac distances, the snow samples can be categorized 25 

into three clusters, corresponding to the heights of snow wall; the samples of lower parts (from 167 cm to 200 cm); the 

samples from 563 cm to 668 cm; and the samples from 671 cm to 734 cm (Fig. 8), indicating the variations of bacteria with 

respect to the height of the snow cover above the base. The snow samples from the three dirty layers (February, March) 

overlapped each other in the cluster of samples from 563 cm to 668 cm, while those of the other dirty layer (April) formed a 

different cluster of samples from 671 cm to 734 cm. The bacterial community structures in the clusters started at low parts of 30 

snow wall, moved to other areas on coordinate, and then returned to original areas again, resulting in a "rotation" on the 

Atmos. Chem. Phys. Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2017-1241
Manuscript under review for journal Atmos. Chem. Phys.
Discussion started: 12 January 2018
c© Author(s) 2018. CC BY 4.0 License.



8 
 

coordinate (indicated by arrows in Fig. 8). These results imply that the dust events changed the bacterial structures in the 

snow samples and that the temporary changes are different between February and April. 

3.4 Distribution of prokaryote community structures in snow covers 

Firmicutes (Bacilli) sequences, mainly belonging to the family Bacillaceae and Staphylococcuseae (>99.7 % similarity), 

dominated the snow samples of dirty layers, at relative abundances ranging from 25.0 % to 89.8 %. The relative abundances 5 

of Firmicutes (Bacilli) sequences showed positive relations to the white-particle densities in snow sample, as well as ice-

nucleation activities (P < 0.01) (Table 2). The Alpha and Betaproteobacteria sequences maintained high relative abundances 

ranging from 32.0 % to 83.9 % in the lower parts of snow wall (lower than 590 cm: the winter season accumulation) and 

negatively related to the white-particle densities and the ice-nucleation activities. In Proteobacteira sequences, the relative 

abundances of Oxalobacteraceae and Sphingomonadaceae sequences predominantly increased in the snow samples from the 10 

lower parts and showed significant positive relations to the Na+ concentrations (P < 0.01). The Gamma-proteobacteria 

sequences also did not relate to each environmental factor. The Bacteroidetes sequences increased to more than 20 % at the 

heights from 668 cm to 683 cm, which included non-coloured layers, and did not indicate any relationships with 

environmental factors. Actinobacteria sequences slightly increased to low relative abundances in the lower parts of snow 

wall and, in particular, Propionibacteriaceae sequences correlated positively to black-particle densities (P < 0.05). The 15 

concentrations of formaldehyde changed from 0.05 µmol kg-1 to 0.60 µmol kg-1 independent of the dirty layers, and 

maintained relatively high values at low layers from 164 cm to 200 cm. The relative abundances of Firmicutes sequences are 

positively related to the acetaldehyde concentrations, while they have negative relations to the formaldehyde concentrations. 

On the other hand, some members of Proteobacteria showed positive relations to the formaldehyde concentrations. 

 20 

4. Discussion  

4.1 Vertical distributions of chemical compounds and particles in snow covers 

The aerosols, which are transported from Asian continent to to Japan by the westerly wind, accumulate in the snow cover on 

Mt. Tateyama from fall to spring (Osada et al., 2004). Four dirty layers were found in the snow covers accumulated during 

spring (the upper parts of snow wall), and contained higher concentrations of nss-Ca2+ than non-coloured layers in the lower 25 

parts of snow wall (Fig. 2). Highly alkaline Ca is a tracer of mineral dusts from deserts and loess deposits in China (Suzuki 

and Tsunogai 1993). The deporalization rates of LIDAR measurements supported four series of dust events over Mt. 

Tateyama (Fig. 3), which correspond to the four dirty layers found in the snow wall. The distributions of particle densities in 

the snow samples demonstrated the preservation of the dust mineral particles in the snow covers of Mt. Tateyama (Fig. 4). 

The snow-cover layers were composed of compacted snow, indicating that the snow samples maintained the records on 30 

atmospheric aerosols that were represent during deposition, having avoided melting. 
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Furthermore, the increases of NO3
- and SO4

2- concentrations in the dirty snow layers suggest the long-range transport of 

anthropogenic pollutants from Asian continental coastal areas. The chemical analyses in previous studies also detected 

anthropogenic pollutants in the snow cover of Mt. Tateyama. The snow samples of dirty layers significantly included high 

concentrations of acetaldehyde, which would have been synthesized from organic pollutants (Watanabe et al., 2012). The 

natural dust events from desert areas accumulate anthropogenic pollutants across the industrial areas during long-range 5 

transport processes (Huang et al., 2015a). The dirty layers in snow wall would be formed during the four series of dust 

events during spring (March and April) and include intercontinentally transported aerosols that originated from the desert 

areas and industrial coasts of the Asian continent. 

In contrast, the concentrations of formaldehyde increased in the lower parts of snow wall. The air back-trajectories suggested 

that the aerosols recorded in the lower parts frequently came from the mountainous (Siberia of Russia, North Asia) and 10 

maritime (Japanese Sea) areas (Fig. S2). Airborne formaldehyde is not only synthesized by anthropogenic pollutants 

(Watanabe et al., 2012) but also photosynthesised from plant products, such as isoprene (Claeys et al., 2004; Guenther et al., 

2006). Formaldehyde detected in the lower parts of the snow wall was possibly transported from the mountains. The level of 

Na+ of marine origin also increased in the lower parts, suggesting the contamination by sea salts over the Japanese Sea. 

Consequently, we inferred that the aerosols recorded in the lower parts of snow wall mainly came from Siberia (Russia), 15 

North Asia, and the Japanese Sea, while those of the upper parts, which frequently included Asian dust particles, originate 

from the desert regions and industrial coasts of the Asian continent. 

The microbial particles and yellow fluorescence particles increased in the dirty snow layer (Fig. 4). Asian dust events have 

been reported to carry the airborne microorganism associated with natural mineral particles (Hara and Zhang, 2012) and 

anthropogenic particles on hazy days (Wei et al., 2016), leading to an increase in the microbial biomasses in the downwind 20 

areas (Maki et al., 2014). The yellow fluorescence particles are organic materials that are interpreted to originate from dead 

microbial cells (Mostajir et al., 1995, Liu et al., 2014). Hara and Zhang (2012) reported that dust events in Kyushu, Japan, 

increased the ratio of damaged microbial cells in airborne microbial communities. Microbial cells transported by dust events 

would be exposed to environmental stressors throughout atmosphere, increasing the number of damaged and dead cells in 

the dirty layers. 25 

4.2 Ice-nucleation activities of snow samples in snow covers 

Ice-nucleation activities increased in the snow samples of the dirty layers and were positively related to the microbial cell 

densities in the snow samples (Table 1). Dust mineral particles without organic matters, such as ATD, showed lower 

temperatures (less than -15 °C) for the initial freezing of water drops than snow samples of the dirty layers. Organic aerosols 

in the natural atmosphere are frequently reported to have higher activities of ice nucleation than inorganic particles (Hoose 30 

and Möhler, 2012; Murray et al., 2012). During the spring season, airborne microorganisms associated with Asian dust 

events possibly increase the ice-nucleation activities in the atmosphere and thus the amount of snow falling over Mt. 

Tateyama. For the investigation of the detailed characteristics of bacterial ice nucleation, a total 11 isolates were obtained 
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from the snow samples and their ice-nucleation activities were estimated using the water-drop freezing assay (Fig. S3). 

These bacterial isolates showed lower activities of ices nucleation than the snow samples of the dirty layers. In general, 

culturable microorganisms occupied 1%-10% of the environmental microbial communities (Olsen and Bakken 1987). 

Accordingly, the unculturable bacteria are expected to activate the majority of ice nucleation in the snow samples of dirty 

layers. 5 

4.3 Vertical distribution of bacterial compositions in snow covers 

The bacterial populations in the snow samples (70 samples) mainly belonged to the phyla Cyanobacteria, Actinobacteria, 

Firmicutes (Bacilli), Bacteroidetes and Proteobacteria, showing higher diversity in the dirty snow layers than those of other 

snow layers (Fig. 6a). Asian dust events dynamically change bacterial community structures at high altitudes ranging from 

200 m to 3,000 m above the ground (Jeon et al., 2011; Maki et al, 2013). The proportion of prokaryotes in snow samples 10 

varied from the low parts (winter) to the upper parts (spring) of the snow wall, and significantly differed between the dirty 

layers and the non-coloured layers (Fig. 7). The bacterial diversities of Chao 1 gradually increased towards the upper parts of 

the snow wall and were particularly high in the dirty layers (Fig. 7a). During the spring season, the variations in the 

taxonomic composition (terrestrial, marine or plant-associated bacteria) of the airborne bacterial populations that 

accumulated on snow cover would correspond to the heterogeneous mixtures of dust events responsible for transporting the 15 

bacteria. Presumably, the airborne bacterial compositions in snow covers at Mt. Tateyama are influenced by the 

intercontinentally transported aerosols. 

The relative abundances of Bacillaceae sequences showed a significant positive relationship with the ice-nucleation activities 

of the snow samples, while Proteobacteria showed a negative correlation to the ice-nucleation activities (Table 2). Some 

isolates of Bacilli obtained from cloud waters were confirmed to activate ice nucleation and Bacilli members have been 20 

focused on ice nuclear agents (Matulova et al., 2014; Mortazavi et al., 2015). Several members of Proteobacteria isolated 

from plant bodies showed high activities of ice-nucleation activities in laboratory experiments (Morris et al., 2004). Ice-

nucleating bacteria in Proteobacteria would be in a minority among the bacterial populations in atmosphere. 

4.4 Bacterial compositions in the dirty snow layers 

The Bacillaceae and Cytophagaceae sequences were significantly dominant in the snow samples collected from the dirty 25 

layers significantly (Fig. 6) and their relative abundances positively correlated to the white-particle densities and the 

acetaldehyde concentrations (Table 2). Airborne acetaldehyde was reported to be photo-synthesized from the pollutant 

organic materials, which are irradiated by sunlight in atmosphere (Watanabe et al., 2012). Bacillaceae members were the 

dominant populations at high altitudes above the Taklimakan Desert (Maki et al., 2008) and Asian downwind areas during 

dust events (Korea: Jeon et al., 2011; Japan: Maki et al., 2014). The endospore forming bacteria, such as members of family 30 

Bacillaceae, could maintain their survival for long-distance transit, because of their resistance to UV irradiation and 

desiccations in the atmosphere (Kobayashi et al., 2015b). The Bacteroidetes sequences including Cytophagaceae were also 
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often detected from the aerosols sampled at high altitudes during Asian dust events (Maki et al, 2013, 2015). Since 

Cytophagaceae members trend to aggregate with the organic particles in terrestrial and aquatic environments (Newton et al., 

2011), the bacterial cells involved in aggregations would be protected against atmospheric stressors. Long-range 

transportation would select the stressor-resisting bacteria among several bacterial communities associated with dust events. 

4.5 Bacterial compositions in the non-coloured snow layers 5 

The relative abundances of Actinobacteria sequences appeared randomly at low rates in the snow samples (Fig. 6). 

Actinobacteria group (in particular Propionibacteriaceae) have been primarily detected from anthropogenic particles 

collected in Beijing, China (Cao et al., 2014). Natural dust particles from Asian desert areas are mixed vertically with 

anthropogenic pollutants over the Asian continental coasts (Huang et al., 2015a). However, the non-spore forming bacteria, 

such as Propionibacteriaceae members, would be damaged by atmospheric stressors and few remaining populations could 10 

arrive in Japan continuously during the winter and spring seasons. Long-range transportation would select some bacterial 

populations among several terrestrial bacteria associated with dust particles that originated from the central desert area in 

Asia or agriculture field in continental anthropogenic areas. 

The snow samples collected from the lower parts of snow wall (winter-season accumulation) predominantly contained 

Proteobacteria sequences (Fig. 6), which were related to the dominant bacterial populations in the phyllosphere (Redford et 15 

al., 2010; Fierer and Lennon, 2011) or freshwater environments (Nold and Zwart, 1998). Proteobacteria members were 

frequently detected from the air samples collected over mountains (Bowers et al., 2012) or over the Noto Peninsula during 

periods when north-western wind was blowing (Maki et al., 2010). These results suggest that some populations of 

Proteobacteria on Mt. Tateyama originated from the forest, river or lake areas of Siberia (Russia) or North Asia. The Alpha-

proteobacteria (in particular Sphingomonadaceae) (Cavicchioli et al., 2003), which predominately occupy marine bacterial 20 

communities, were also detected in the lower parts of snow wall (Fig. 6). The dust particles transported across the Sea of 

Japan would be mixed with marine bacterial populations as well as sea salts (Zhang et al., 2006), thereby contributing to the 

marine bacterial transportation to Mt. Tateyama. Marine bacteria are frequently prevalent in the troposphere when strong 

winds blow from sea areas (DeLeon-Rodriguez et al., 2013; Polymenakou at al., 2008; Maki et al., 2017). 

5. Conclusion 25 

The sequential changes of airborne bacteria from winter to spring have been investigated using aerosols that have been 

transported for long-distances and preserved in snow cover; their relations to ice-nucleation activities of snow samples were 

also evaluated. During the winter season, the northern-westerly wind would transport members of the phylum Proteobacteria, 

which are expected to originate from phyllosphere, freshwater in mountainous area, or marine environments. The 

intercontinental dust events during spring would carry the terrestrial bacteria of Bacilli (Bacillaceae) and Bacteroidets 30 

(Cytophagaceae) from the Asian continent to Mt. Tateyama, while other terrestrial bacteria of Actinobacteria mainly 

disappear across the Sea of Japan. The Asian dust-associated bacteria, such as Bacilli, showed the positive relations to ice-
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nucleation activities in snow samples. Since the ice-nucleation activities of bacterial isolates from snow samples are lower 

than those of snow samples, unculturable bacteria in the snow samples are expected to be responsible for high levels of ice-

nucleation activities. Airborne microorganisms suspended over Japanese islands might act as ice nuclei supporting the heavy 

snow falling over Mt. Tateyama during spring season. In the future, the combination of sequencing analysis, with 

physiological experiments targeting bacterial cultures, and metagenome analysis, targeting functional genes, would support 5 

to elucidate airborne bacterial influences on climate changes and human societies. 

References 

Atkinson, J.D., Murray, B.J., Woodhouse, M.T., Whale, T.F., Baustian, K.J., Carslaw, K.S., Dobbie, S., O’Sullivan, D., and 

Malkin, T.L.: The importance of feldspar for ice nucleation by mineral dust in mixed-phase clouds, Nature, 498, 355–358, 

doi:10.1038/nature12278, 2013. 10 

Bowers, R.M., Lauber, C.L., Wiedinmyer, C., Hamady, M., Hallar, A.G., Fall, R., Knight, R., and Fierer, N.: 

Characterization of airborne microbial communities at a high-elevation site and their potential to act as atmospheric ice 

nuclei. Appl. Environ. Microbiol., 75, 5121–5130, doi:10.1128/AEM.00447-09, 2009. 

Bowers, R.M., McCubbinb, I.B., Hallar, A.G., and Fierera, N.: Seasonal variability in airborne bacterial communities at a 

high-elevation site, Atmos. Environ., 50, 41–49, doi:org/10.1016/j.atmosenv.2012.01.005, 2012. 15 

Cavicchioli, R., Ostrowski, M., Fegatella, F., Goodchild, A., and Guixa-Boixereu, N.: Life under nutrient limitation in 

oligotrophic marine environments: an eco/physiological perspective of Sphingopyxis alaskensis (formerly Sphingomonas 

alaskensis), Microb. Ecol., 45, 203–217, doi:10.1007/s00248-002-3008-6, 2003. 

Cao, C., Jiang, W., Wang, B., Fang, J., Lang, J., Tian, G., Jiang, J., and Zhu, T.F.: Inhalable microorganisms in Beijing’s 

PM2.5 and PM10 pollutants during a severe smog event, Environ. Sci. Technol., 48, 1499–1507, doi:10.1021/es4048472, 20 

2014. 

Caporaso, J.G., Kuczynski, J., Stombaugh, J., Bittinger, K., Bushman, F.D., Costello, E.K., Fierer, N., Peña, A.G., Goodrich, 

J.K., Gordon, J.I., Huttley, G.A., Kelley, S.T., Knights, D., Koenig, J.E., Ley, R.E., Lozupone, C.A., McDonald, D., Muegge, 

B.D., Pirrung, M., Reeder, J., Sevinsky, JR., Turnbaugh, P.J., Walters, W.A., Widmann, J., Yatsunenko, T., Zaneveld, J., and 

Knight, R.: QIIME allows analysis of high–throughput community sequencing data, Nature methods, 7, 335–336, 25 

doi:10.1038/nmeth.f.303, 2010. 

Caporaso, J.G., Lauber, C.L., Walters, W.A., Berg-Lyons, D., Lozupone, C.A., Turnbaugh, P.J., Fierer, N., and Knight, R.: 

Global patterns of 16S rRNA diversity at a depth of millions of sequences per sample, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci., 108, 4516–

4522, doi:10.1073/pnas.1000080107, 2011. 

Claeys, M., Graham, B., Vas, G., Wang, W., Vermeylen, R., Pashynska, V., Cafmeyer, J., Guyon, P., Andreae, M. O., 30 

Artaxo, P., and Maenhaut, W.; Formation of secondary organic aerosols through photooxidation of isoprene, Science, 303, 

1173–1176, doi: 10.1126/science.1092805, 2004. 

Atmos. Chem. Phys. Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2017-1241
Manuscript under review for journal Atmos. Chem. Phys.
Discussion started: 12 January 2018
c© Author(s) 2018. CC BY 4.0 License.



13 
 

Creamean, J. M., Suski, K. J., Rosenfeld, D., Cazorla, A., DeMott, P. J., Sullivan, R.C., White, A.B., Ralph, F.M., Minnis, P., 

Comstock, J.M., and Tomlinson, J.M.: Dust and biological aerosols from the Sahara and Asia influence precipitation in the 

western U.S., Science, 339, 1572–1578, doi:10.1126/science.1227279, 2013.  

DeLeon-Rodriguez, N., Lathem, T.L., Rodriguez-R, L.M., Barazesh, J.M., Anderson, B.E., Beyersdorf, A.J, Ziemba, L.D., 

Bergin, M., Nenes, A., and Konstantinidis, K.T.: Microbiome of the upper troposphere: Species composition and prevalence, 5 

effects of tropical storms, and atmospheric implications, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA, 110, 2575–2580, 

doi:10.1073/pnas.1212089110, 2013. 

Delort, A.M., Vaïtilingom, M., Amato, P., Sancelme, M., Parazols, M., Mailhot, G., Laj, P., and Deguillaume, L.: A short 

overview of the microbial population in clouds: Potential roles in atmospheric chemistry and nucleation processes, Atmos. 

Res., 98, 249–260, doi:org /10.1016/j.atmosres.2010.07.004, 2010. 10 

Duce R. A., Unni C. K., Ray B. J., Prospero J. M., and Merrill J. T.: Long-range atmospheric transport of soil dust from Asia 

to the tropical North Pacific: temporal variability. Science, 209, 1522–1524, doi:10.1126/science.209.4464.1522, 1980. 

Edgar, R.C.: UPARSE: highly accurate OTU sequences from microbial amplicon reads, Nature methods, 10, 996–998, 

doi:10.1038/nmeth.2604, 2013. 

Fierer, N., and Lennon, J.T.: The generation and maintenance of diversity in microbial communities, American J. Botany, 98, 15 

439–448, doi:10.3732/ajb.1000498, 2011. 

Guenther, A., Karl, T., Harley, P., Wiedinmyer, C., Palmer, P.I., and Geron, C.: Estimates of global terrestrial isoprene 

emissions using MEGAN (Model of Emissions of Gases and Aerosols from Nature), Atmos. Chem. Phys., 6, 3181–3210, 

doi:org/10.5194/acp-6-3181-2006, 2006 

Hallet, J., and Mossop, S.C.: Production of secondary ice particles during the riming process, Nature, 249, 26–28, 20 

doi:10.1038/249026a0, 1974. 

Hara, K., and Zhang, D.: Bacterial abundance and viability in long-range transported dust, Atmos. Environ., 47, 20–25, 

doi:10.1016/j.atmosenv.2011.11.050, 2012. 

Hara, K., Maki, T., Kakikawa, M., Kobayashi, F., and Matsuki, A.: Effects of different temperature treatments on biological 

ice, Atmos. Environ., 140, 415–419, doi:org/10.1016/j.atmosenv.2016.06.011, 2016a. 25 

Hara, K., Maki, T., Kobayashi, F., Kakikawa, M., Wada, M., and Matsuki, A.: Variations of ice nuclei concentration induced 

by rain and snowfall within a local forested site in Japan, Atmos. Environ., 127, 1–5, doi:10.1016/j.atmosenv.2015.12.009, 

2016b. 

Hoose, C., and Möhler, O.: Heterogeneous ice nucleation on atmospheric aerosols: a review of results from laboratory 

experiments, Atmos. Chem. Phys., 12, 9817–9854, doi:org/10.5194/acp-12-9817-2012, 2012. 30 

Huang, J.P., Liu, J.J., Chen, B., and Nasiri, S.L.: Detection of anthropogenic dust using CALIPSO lidar measurements, 

Atmos. Chem. Phys., 15, 11653–11665, doi:10.5194/acp-15-11653-2015, 2015a. 

Huang, Z., Huang, J., Hayasaka, T., Wang, S., Zhou, T., and Jin, H.: Short-cut transport path for Asian dust directly to the 

Arctic: a case study, Environ. Res. Lett., 10, 114018, doi:10.1088/1748-9326/10/11/114018 2015b. 

Atmos. Chem. Phys. Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2017-1241
Manuscript under review for journal Atmos. Chem. Phys.
Discussion started: 12 January 2018
c© Author(s) 2018. CC BY 4.0 License.



14 
 

Iwama, S., Watanabe, K., Uehara, Y., Nishimoto, D., Komori, S., Saito, Y., Eda, N., Zenko, H., Shimada, W., Aoki, K. and 

Kawada, K.: Concentrations of ionic constituents formaldehyde and hydrogen peroxide in snow cover at Murododaira, Mt. 

Tateyama (in Japanese), Seppyo, 73, 295–305, 2011. 

Iwasaka, Y., Minoura, H., and Nagaya, K.: The transport and special scale of Asian dust-storm clouds: a case study of the 

dust-storm event of April 1979. Tellus, 35B, 189–196, doi: 10.1111/j.1600-0889.1983.tb00023.x, 1983. 5 

Iwasaka, Y., Shi, G.Y., Yamada, M., Kobayashi, F., Kakikawa, M., Maki, T., Chen, B., Tobo, Y., and Hong, C.: Mixture of 

Kosa (Asian dust) and bioaerosols detected in the atmosphere over the Kosa particles source regions with balloon-borne 

measurements: possibility of long-range transport, Air. Qual. Atmos. Health., 2, 29–38, doi:10.1007/s11869-009-0031-5, 

2009. 

Jaenicke, R.: Abundance of cellular material and proteins in the atmosphere, Science, 308, 73, doi:10.1126/science.1106335, 10 

2005. 

Jeon, E.M., Kim, H.J., Jung, K., Kim, J.H., Kim, M.Y., Kim, Y.P., and Ka, J.O.: Impact of Asian dust events on airborne 

bacterial community assessed by molecular analyses, Atmos. Environ., 45, 4313–4321, doi:10.1016/j.atmosenv.2010.11.054, 

2011. 

Joly, M., Attard, E., Sancelme, M., Deguillaume, L., Guilbaud, C., Morris, C.E. Amato, P., and Delort, A.M.: Ice nucleation 15 

activity of bacteria isolated from cloud water, Atmos. Environ., 70, 392–400, doi:10.1007/s11104-009-9908-1, 2013.  

Jones, A.M., and Harrison, R.M.: The effects of meteorological factors on atmospheric bioaerosol concentrations - a review. 

Sci. Total Environ., 326, 151–180, 2004. 

Kobayashi, F., Iwata, K., Maki, T., Kakikawa, M., Higashi, T., Yamada, M., Ichinose, T., and Iwasaka, Y.: Evaluation of the 

toxicity of a Kosa (Asian duststorm) event from view of food poisoning: observation of Kosa cloud behavior and real-time 20 

PCR analyses of Kosa bioaerosols during May 2011 in Kanazawa, Japan, Air Qual. Atmos. Health, 9, 3–14, doi: 

10.1007/s11869-015-0333-8,  2015a. 

Kobayashi, F., Maki, T., Kakikawa, M., Yamada, M., Puspitasari, F., and Iwasaka, Y.: Bioprocess of Kosa bioaerosols: 

Effect of ultraviolet radiation on airborne bacteria within Kosa (Asian dust). J. Biosci. Bioeng., 119, 570–579, doi: 

10.1016/j.jbiosc.2014.10.015, 2015b. 25 

Li, K., Dong, S., Wu, Y., and Yao, M.: Comparison of the biological content of air samples collected at ground level and at 

higher elevation, Aerobiologia, 26, 233–244, doi: 10.1007/s10453-010-9159-x, 2010. 

Liu, B., Ichinose, T., He, M., Kobayashi, N., Maki, T., Yoshida, S., Yoshida, Y., Arashidani, K., Nishikawa, M., Takano, H., 

Sun, G., and Shibamoto, T.: Lung inflammation by fungus, Bjerkandera adusta isolated from Asian sand dust (ASD) aerosol 

and enhancement of ovalbumin -induced lung eosinophilia by ASD and the fungus in mice, Allergy Asthma Clin. Immunol., 30 

10, 10, doi:10.1186/1710-1492-10-10, 2014. 

Maki, T., Aoki, K., Kobayashi, F., Kakikawa, M., Tobo, Y., Matsuki, A., Hasegawa, H., and Iwasaka, Y.: Characterization 

of halotolerant and oligotrophic bacterial communities in Asian desert dust (KOSA) bioaerosol accumulated in layers of 

snow on Mount Tateyama, Central Japan, Aerobiologia, 27, 277–290, doi: 10.1007/s10453-011-9196-0, 2011. 

Atmos. Chem. Phys. Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2017-1241
Manuscript under review for journal Atmos. Chem. Phys.
Discussion started: 12 January 2018
c© Author(s) 2018. CC BY 4.0 License.



15 
 

Maki, T., Kurosaki, Y., Onishi, K., Lee, K.C., Pointing, S.B., Jugder, D., Yamanaka, N., Hasegawa, H., and Shinoda, M.: 

Variations in the structure of airborne bacterial communities in Tsogt-Ovoo of Gobi Desert area during dust events, Air Qual. 

Atmos. Health., 10, 249–260, doi:10.1007/s11869-016-0430-3, 2016. 

Maki, T., Susuki, S., Kobayashi, F., Kakikawa, M., Tobo, Y., Yamada, M., Higashi, T., Matsuki, A., Hong, C., Hasegawa, 

H., and Iwasaka, Y.: Phylogenetic analysis of atmospheric halotolerant bacterial communities at high altitude in an Asian 5 

dust (KOSA) arrival region, Suzu City, Sci. Total Environ., 408, 4556–4562, doi:10.1016/j.scitotenv.2010.04.002, 2010. 

Maki T., K. Hara, A. Iwata, K.C. Lee, K. Kawai, K. Kai, F. Kobayashi, S.B. Pointing, S. Archer, H. Hasegawa., and Y. 

Iwasaka, Variations of airborne bacterial communities at high altitudes in response dust events, over Asian-dust downwind 

area (Japan), Atmos. Chem. Phys., 17, 11877–11897, doi:org/10.5194/acp-17-11877-2017, 2017. 

Maki, T., Hara, K., Kobayashi, F., Kurosaki, Y., Kakikawa, M., Matsuki, A., Bin, C., Shi, G., Hasegawa, H., and Iwasaka, 10 

Y.: Vertical distribution of airborne bacterial communities in an Asian-dust downwind area, Noto Peninsula, Atmos. 

Environ., 119, 282–293, doi:10.1016/j.atmosenv.2015.08.052, 2015. 

Maki, T., Kakikawa, M., Kobayashi, F., Yamada, M., Matsuki, A., Hasegawa, H., and Iwasaka, Y.: Assessment of 

composition and origin of airborne bacteria in the free troposphere over Japan, Atmos. Environ., 74, 73–82, 

doi:10.1016/j.atmosenv.2013.03.029, 2013. 15 

Maki, T., Susuki, S., Kobayashi, F., Kakikawa, M., Yamada, M., Higashi, T., Chen, B., Shi, G., Hong, C., Tobo, Y., 

Hasegawa, H., Ueda, K., and Iwasaka, Y.: Phylogenetic diversity and vertical distribution of a halobacterial community in 

the atmosphere of an Asian dust (KOSA) source region, Dunhuang City, Air. Qual. Atmos. Health, 1, 81–89, 

doi:10.1007/s11869-008-0016-9,  2008. 

Maki, T., Puspitasari, F., Hara, K., Yamada, M., Kobayashi, F., Hasegawa, H., and Iwasaka, Y.: Variations in the structure 20 

of airborne bacterial communities in a downwind area during an Asian dust (Kosa) event, Sci. Total Environ., 488–489, 75–

84, doi:10.1016/j.scitotenv.2014.04.044, 2014. 

Matulova, M., Husarova, S., Capek, P., Sancelme, M., and Delort, A.M.: Biotransformation of various saccharides and 

production of exopolymeric substances by cloud-borne Bacillus sp. 3B6, Environ. Sci. Technol., 48, 14238–14247, 

doi:10.1021/es501350s, 2014. 25 

McDonald, D., Price, M.N., Goodrich, J., Nawrocki, E.P., DeSantis, T.Z., Probst, A., Andersen, G.L., Knight, R., and 

Hugenholtz, P.: An improved Greengenes taxonomy with explicit ranks for ecological and evolutionary analyses of bacteria 

and archaea, ISME J., 6, 610–618, doi:10.1038/ismej.2011.139, 2012. 

Möhler, O., DeMott, P.J., Vali, G., and Levin, Z.: Microbiology and atmospheric processes: the role of biological particles in 

cloud physics, Biogeosciences, 4, 1059–1071, doi:hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-00297657, 2007. 30 

Morris, C.E., Sands, D.C., Bardin, M., Jaenicke, R., Vogel, B., Leyronas, C., Ariya, P.A., and Psenner, R.: Microbiology and 

atmospheric processes: research challenges concerning the impact of airborne micro-organisms on the atmosphere and 

climate, Biogeoscience, 8, 17–25, doi:org/10.5194/bg-8-17-2011, 2011. 

Atmos. Chem. Phys. Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2017-1241
Manuscript under review for journal Atmos. Chem. Phys.
Discussion started: 12 January 2018
c© Author(s) 2018. CC BY 4.0 License.



16 
 

Mortazavi, R., Attiya, S., and Ariya, P.A.: Arctic microbial and next-generation sequencing approach for bacteria in snow 

and frost flowers: selected identification, abundance and freezing nucleation, Atmos. Chem. Phys., 15, 6183–6204, 

doi:10.5194/acp-15-6183-2015, 2015. 

Mostajir, B., Dolan, J.R., and Rassoulzadegan, F.: A simple method for the quantification of a class of labile marine pico- 

and nano-sized detritus: DAPI Yellow Particles (DYP), Aquat. Microb. Ecol., 9, 259–266, doi: 10.3354/ame009259, 1995. 5 

Murata, K., and Zhang, D.: Concentration of bacterial aerosols in response to synoptic weather and land-sea breeze at a 

seaside site downwind of the Asian continent, J. Geophysical Research: Atmospheres, 121, 11636–11647, 

doi:10.1002/2016JD025028, 2016. 

Murray, B.J., O’Sullivan, D., Atkinson, J.D., and Webb, M.E.: Ice nucleation by particles immersed in supercooled cloud 

droplets, Chem. Soc. Rev., 41, 6519–6554, 10.1039/C2CS35200A, 2012. 10 

Newton, R.J., Jones, S.E., Eiler, A., McMahon, K.D., and Bertilsson, S.: A guide to the natural history of freshwater lake 

bacteria, Microbiol. Mol. Biol. Rev., 75, 14–49, doi:10.1128/MMBR.00028-10, 2011. 

Nold, S.C., and Zwart, G.: Patterns and governing forces in aquatic microbial communities, Aquat. Ecol., 32:17–35, 

doi:10.1023/A:1009991918036, 1998. 

Olsen, R.A., and Bakken, L.B.: Viability of soil bacteria; optimization of plate-counting technique and comparison between 15 

total counts and plate counts within different size groups. Microbial Ecol., 13, 59–74, doi:10.1007/BF02014963, 1987. 

Osada K., Iida H., Kido M., Matsunaga K., and Iwasaka Y.: Mineral dust layers in snow at Mount Tateyama, Central Japan: 

formation processes and characteristics. Tellus, 56B, 382–392, doi:10.1111/j.1600-0889.2004.00108.x, 2004. 

Pointing, S.B., and Belnap, J.: Disturbance to desert soil ecosystems contributes to dust-mediated impacts at regional scales, 

Biodivers. Conserv., 24, 1659–1667, doi: 10.1007/s10531-014-0690-x, 2014. 20 

Polymenakou, P.N., Mandalakis, M., Stephanou, E.G., and Tselepides, A.: Particle size distribution of airborne 

microorganisms and pathogens during an intense African dust event in the Eastern Mediterranean, Environ. Health Perspect., 

116, 292–296, doi:10.1289/ehp.10684, 2008. 

Pöschl, U., and Shiraiwa, M.: Multiphase chemistry at the atmosphere–biosphere interface influencing climate and public 

health in the anthropocene. Chem. Rev., 115, 4440–4475, doi:org/doi/abs/10.1021/cr500487s, 2015. 25 

Pratt, K.A., DeMott, P.J., French, J.R., Wang, Z., Westphal, D.L., Heymsfield, A.J., Twohy, C.H., Prenni, A.J., and Prather, 

K.A.: In situ detection of biological particles in cloud ice-crystals, Nature Geoscience, 2, 398–401, doi:10.1038/ngeo521, 

2009. 

Redford, A.J., Bowers, R.M., Knight, R., Linhart, Y., and Fierer, N.: The ecology of the phyllosphere: geographic and 

phylogenetic variability in the distribution of bacteria on tree leaves, Environ. Microbiol., 12: 2885–2893, 30 

doi:10.1111/j.1462-2920.2010.02258.x, 2010. 

Russell, W.C., Newman, C., and Williamson, D.H.: A simple cytochemical technique for demonstration of DNA in cells 

infected with mycoplasms and viruses, Nature, 253, 461–462, doi:10.1038/253461a0, 1974. 

Atmos. Chem. Phys. Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2017-1241
Manuscript under review for journal Atmos. Chem. Phys.
Discussion started: 12 January 2018
c© Author(s) 2018. CC BY 4.0 License.



17 
 

Schloss, P.D., Westcott, S.L., Ryabin, T., Hall, J.R., Hartmann, M., Hollister, E.B., Lesniewski, R.A., Oakley, B.B., Parks, 

D.H., Robinson, C.J., Sahl, J.W., Stres, B., Thallinger, G.G., Horn, D.J.V., and Weber, CF.: Introducing mothur: open-

source, platform-independent, community-supported software for describing and comparing microbial communities, Appl. 

Environ. Microbiol., 75:7537–7541, doi:10.1128/AEM.01541-09, 2009. 

Smith, D.J., Jaffe, D.A., Birmele, M.., Griffin, D.W., Schuerger, A.C., Hee, J., and Roberts, M.S.: Free tropospheric 5 

transport of microorganisms from Asia to North America, Microbial. Ecol., 64, 973–985, doi:10.1007/s00248-012-0088-9, 

2012. 

Suzuki, K., and Tsunogai, S.: Origin of calcium in aerosol over the western north Pacific. J. Atmos. Chem., 6, 363–374, doi: 

10.1007/BF00051597, 1993. 

Tanaka, D., Tokuyama, Y., Terada, Y., Kunimochi, K., Mizumaki, C., Tamura, S., Wakabayashi, M., Aoki, K., Shimada, W., 10 

Tanaka, H., and Nakamura, S.: Bacterial communities in Asian dust-containing snow layers on Mt. Tateyama, Japan, Bull. 

Glaciological. Res., 29, 31–39, doi:10.5331/bgr.29.31, 2011. 

Vali, G.: Quantitative evaluation of experimental results on the heterogeneous freezing nucleation of supercooled liquids, J. 

Atmos. Sci., 28, 402–409, doi:org/10.1175/1520-0469(1971)028<0402:QEOERA>2.0.CO;2, 1971. 

Wang, Q., Garrity, G.M., Tiedje, J.M., and Cole, J.R.: Naive Bayesian classifier for rapid assignment of rRNA sequences 15 

into the new bacterial taxonomy, Appl. Environ. Microbiol., 73, 5261–5267, 10.1128/AEM.00062-07. 

Watanabe, K., Kasuga, H., Yamada, Y., and Kawakami, T.: Size distributions of aerosol number concentrations and water-

soluble constituents in Toyama, Japan: A comparison of the measurements during Asian dust period with non-dust period, 

Atmos. Res., 82, 719–727, doi: org/10.1016/j.atmosres.2006.02.026, 2006. 

Watanabe, K., Nishimoto, D., Ishita, S., Eda, N., Uehara, Y., Takahashi, G., Kunori, N., Kawakami T., Shimada, W., Aoki, 20 

K., and Kawada, K.: Formaldehyde and hydrogen peroxide concentrations in the snow cover at Murododaira, Mt. Tateyama, 

Japan, Bull. Glaciol. Res., 30, 33–40, 2012. 

Watanabe, K., Saito, Y., Tamura, S., Sakai, Y., Eda, N., Aoki, M., Kawabuchi, M., Yamada, H., Iwai, A., and Kawada, K.: 

Chemical characteristics of the snow pits at Murododaira, Mount Tateyama, Japan, Ann. Glaciol., 52, 102–110, 2011. 

Wei, K., Zou, Z., Zheng, Y., Li, J., Shen, F., Wu, C.Y., Hua, M., and Yao, M.: Ambient bioaerosol particle dynamics 25 

observed during haze and sunny days in Beijing, Sci. Total Environ., 550, 751–759, doi:10.1016/j.scitotenv.2016.01.137, 

2016. 

Yamaguchi, N., Ichijo, T., Sakotani, A., Baba, T., and Nasu, M.: Global dispersion of bacterial cells on Asian dust, Scientific 

Report, 2, doi: 10.1038/srep00525, 2012. 

Zhang, D., Iwasaka, Y., Matsuki, A., Ueno, K., and Matsuzaki, T.: Coarse and accumulation mode particles associated with 30 

Asian dust in southwestern Japan, Atmos. Environ., 40, 1205–1215, doi:org/10.1016/j.atmosenv.2005.10.037, 2006. 

 

 

 

Atmos. Chem. Phys. Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2017-1241
Manuscript under review for journal Atmos. Chem. Phys.
Discussion started: 12 January 2018
c© Author(s) 2018. CC BY 4.0 License.



18 
 

 

 
 

   5 

Initial    temp.End       temp. IN-T50C
Form-

aldehyde
Acet-

aldehyde Na+ nss-Ca2+

Yellow ≥5 µm 0.34† 0.48†† 0.54†† -0.13 0.40†† -0.23 0.31†

Yellow <5 µm 0.47†† 0.65†† 0.69†† -0.06 0.42††  -0.34† 0.44††

White ≥5 µm 0.49†† 0.59†† 0.69†† -0.12 0.50††  -0.40†† 0.39††

White <5 µm 0.38†† 0.51†† 0.57†† -0.05 0.39††  -0.34† 0.42††

Blue 0.43†† 0.55†† 0.62†† -0.04 0.35††  -0.41†† 0.42††

Black 0.13 0.36†† 0.32† 0.08 0.11 0.00 0.26

* The marks †† indicates P<0.001 and the mark  † indicates P<0.005. Among the marked values, red cells indicate positive relations and blue cells indicate negative
relations.

**  Initial temp., End temp., and IN-T50C indicate the initial-freezing temperatures of water drops, the end-freezing temperatures of water drops, and the temperatures
detecting 50% of IN particle concentrations, respectively.

Table 1. Relatives of the DAPI-fluoresecent particles with ice-nucleation activities and some of chemical components.*

DAPI-fluoresecent particles
Ice-nucleation activities** Chemical components
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Figure 1: Map of Mt. Tateyama in Japan showing the sampling site: Murododaira (2,450 m, MR). 
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 Figure 2: Vertical profiles for pH, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde and ionic concentration levels in snow samples collected from 
Murododaira, Mt. Tateyama, in April 2013. 
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Figure 3: LIDAR observation of soil dust (depolarization ratio) and spherical particles (ratio of attenuated backscatter coefficient) 
in Toyama in February (a), March (b) and April (c) of 2013. Red dotted lines indicate the occurrences of Asian mineral dust events. 
Bars of light grey, dark grey and yellow below each graphics showed normal days, anthropogenic pollutant days and Asian 
mineral dust days, respectively, that were referred by the heights of snow wall of Murododaira, Mt. Tateyama, in April 2013. 5 
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Figure 4: Vertical profiles for DAPI-stained particles densities (bars) and 16S rRNA genes copies determined by qRT-PCR (open 
circles), in snow samples collected from Murododaira, Mt. Tateyama, in April 2013. DAPI-stained particles were classified as 
white particles at the sizes of ≥5 µm (dark grey bars) and <5 µm (light grey bars), yellow fluorescent particles at the sizes of ≥5 µm 5 
(dark yellow bars), and <5 µm (light yellow bars), microbial particles (blue bars), or black carbon (black bars). Red letters of 
height numbers indicate the snow samples of dirty layers. 
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Figure 5: (a) Variations of ice-nuclei concentrations in the snow samples collected from the upper (grey lines) and lower (green 
lines) parts of the snow wall at Murododaira, Mt. Tateyama, in April 2013. Orange and blue lines indicate the experiments using 5 
ATD and nano-purewater, respectively. (b) Vertical profiles for the initial freezing temperatures of water drops (the top of the 
grey areas), the end-freezing temperature of water drops (the bottom of the grey areas), and the temperatures detecting 50 % of 
ice-nuclei concentrations (IN-T50C) (black circles), respectively, in the snow samples. Red letters of height numbers indicate the 
snow samples of dirty layers. 
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 Figure 6: Vertical profiles for bacterial compositions at (a) the class level and (b) the family level of the partial sequences obtained 
in the MiSeq sequencing database (ca. 400 bp) from snow samples collected from Murododaira, Mt. Tateyama, in April 2013. 
Orange circles indicate the snow samples of dirty layers. 5 
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Figure 7: Changes in the bacterial diversity observed in the snow samples collected from snow wall at the heights from 164 cm to 
734 cm (a) and from the partial heights from 560 cm to 734 cm (b) in Murododaira, Mt. Tateyama, in April 2013. Species were 
binned at the 97 % sequence similarity level.  5 

(a)

(b)

A
lp

ha
 D

iv
er

si
ty

 M
ea

su
re

Chao 11200

900

600

300

500

400

300

200

100

A
lp

ha
 D

iv
er

si
ty

 M
ea

su
re

600

400

200

700

650

600

Chao 1

Heights of snow wall (cm)

Atmos. Chem. Phys. Discuss., https://doi.org/10.5194/acp-2017-1241
Manuscript under review for journal Atmos. Chem. Phys.
Discussion started: 12 January 2018
c© Author(s) 2018. CC BY 4.0 License.



27 
 

 

 Figure 8: Principal coordinates analysis of Bray Curtis distance matrix displaying phylogenetic clustering by the snow samples 
collected from Murododaira, Mt. Tateyama, in April 2013. Arrows of four colours indicate the shifts of bacterial compositions in 
snow samples collected from the four dirty layers, respectively. 5 
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