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The authors have dealt with my suggestions made during preliminary review. Thank
you for helping me better understand your study. I had missed that improvement of
RMSE was large in my first read through. Overall the paper is well written and refer-
enced.

In regards to the choice of region, I think the discussion does a good job of making the
case for South Asia being the most challenging test case for new methods.

Line 133: I think there is a typo on this line. Line 168: How much of an impact does the
simplified surface albedo have? I would have thought that the calculation would have
some sensitivity to whether it was looking over a forest or farmland. Maybe it averages
out, but it seems like it might be enhancing the authors’ calculation error. Sea surface
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albedo also varies a lot depending on meteorological conditions [Jin et al., 2011].

Line 230: There might be a typo on this line discussing RMSE reduction. Line 262:
There is a typo in the last sentence.

I have no other major suggestions relating to this paper and find it acceptable for pub-
lication pending minor revisions and grammar corrections.
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