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This manuscript is a revision of a submission that I reviewed prior to its publication as
a discussion. I am pleased that the authors acted on some of my recommendations
with respect to expanding its scope and supplementing the ceilometer measurements
with satellite and radiosonde data. In my opinion the current submission is much im-
proved and I recommend publication. The results are compelling and provide useful
information about clouds that impact Tropical Montane Forests.

The only recommendation that I have is to add more explanation about the metrics that
are used in defining the cloud bases. I would suggest making this part of the Appendix.
A representative frequency histogram of cloud bases, such referred in the text, could
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be used to mark the various quartiles and tertiles that are being used to define cloud
base minimums. In this same appendix it would be useful to further explain to the
reader why these particular metrics are optimum, as there are no references to other
studies that might have used them. If this is a first time such metrics have been used,
then future studies by other investigators would have a cite-able reference if they use
the same metrics.
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