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The authors used different methods to investigate the relative contributions of BC,
BrC, and coating enhancement to the total absorption of biomass burning aerosols.
The analysis and results could improve our understanding on aerosol absorption for
biomass burning emissions. I have a short comment.

Recent studies showed that BC optical properties are also significantly influenced by
particle (coating) structures in addition to coating thickness (He et al., 2015, 2016),
which could be an important uncertainty source in determining aerosol absorption. It
would be useful if the author could include these references and add some discussions
on this aspect to highlight potential uncertainty associated with these important factors
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in affecting BC/BrC absorption.
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