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Ervens et al. (2009) present a synthesis of data sets and model calculations on the
composition and concentration of cloud condensation nuclei (CCN) at several locations.

| would like to compliment the authors on the interesting study. At the same time |
would like to suggest that the manuscript could be improved by comparison and dis-
cussion of the presented results in relation to other recent studies that reported similar
or contrasting results and conclusions.

In particular, it may be worthwhile and appropriate to refer to studies that report com-
parable values for the effective hygroscopicity parameter of organic particulate matter
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and for the deviations between calculated and measured CCN concentrations using
various (simplified) model approaches.
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