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I want to clarify that seasonal variations were included in the a priori inventories from
some aspects. For example, we already noticed that CO emissions in China have
strong seasonal variations, which is mainly driven by coal and biofuel use during the
heating seasons. We estimated that the max/min ratio of monthly emissions is about
1.6, with maximum in December and minimum in July (Zhang et al., 2009). The sea-
sonality of Chinese CO emissions derived from this paper is sharper than the a priori.
One of the possible reasons is cold start emission, which is not considered in our esti-
mates.
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