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included all the review comments that required a response.

Measurement times (in Figures 1 and 3) for MODIS AOD is MODIS overpass time with
time difference less than 1 hour for CIMEL measurements, as has been mentioned in
the text.

The caption for Figure 8 is extended to better explain it.

The study of diurnal effect would have been interesting, as was suggested by other
reviewer as well. In our study, however, we focused on the aerosol- induced decrease
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in radiation at noon, because our analysis was based on MODIS AOD data available
for times near local noon, while we did not have good quality data to account for diurnal
AOD variability.
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