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I wish to draw the attention of the authors to papers in the literature which are of rele-
vance to their interesting work. There are important papers dating back to 1999 which
are directly originators of some key ideas in the surface oxidation of organic coatings
on aerosols. A few examples are given below.

This paper cites the work of Gill et. al. who, in 1983 proposed that an inert, unreac-
tive and impenetrable surfactant coating can exist on marine aerosols and affect their
properties. The paper mistakenly cites Gill et. al. for explaining the role of organic
surfactants on atmospheric aerosols, ideas developed in Ellison, Tuck and Vaida1 who
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pointed out that atmospheric processing of the surfactant layer is responsible for gen-
erating a hydrophilic coating, a process which affects droplet activation and growth.
Citation to this paper and related literature is missing1-3.

The authors cite a few papers, which use laboratory models to study the properties
of organic films, mostly using oleic acid and comment on the lack of relevant work.
Missing from the literature cited are studies using other laboratory models relevant to
atmospheric aerosols4-8.

The paper states, incorrectly, that chemical analysis of sea salt aerosols can only give
information about functional groups. Particularly striking is the omission of references
to literature that can give molecular speciated results, especially about the composition
at the surface9-11.
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