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Two comments: 1. With regards to the possibility that some of the SO4 is associated
with gypsum, please note that Falkovich et al (Falkovich, et al., 2001), also concluded
that SO4 can be associated with the dust already at the source (but not necessarily
as gypsum). Some of the sources for sulfate can be either deposition by rain, wet soill
processes or runoff into low areas which later on serve as the source of dust. 2. The
indirect effect of dust through modification of cloud properties (discussed on page 2 of
the article) has been shown in several publications that should be cited (Kaufman, et
al., 2005; Koren, et al., 2005; Mahowald and Kiehl, 2003; Rosenfeld, et al., 2001).
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