Atmos. Chem. Phys. Discuss., 5, S1155-S1156, 2005 _—-& Atmospheric
www.atmos-chem-phys.org/acpd/5/S1155/ Chemistry
European Geosciences Union G and Physics

© 2005 Author(s). This work is licensed Discussions

ACPD
5, S1155-S1156, 2005

under a Creative Commons License.

Interactive comment on “Characterization and
source apportionment of atmospheric organic and
elemental carbon during fall and winter of 2003 in
Xir'an, China” by J. J. Cao et al.

H. Cachier
cachier@lsce.cnrs-gif.fr

Received and published: 13 June 2005

the abnormally high OC/EC ratios could be more deeply commented or questioned -
could there be any bias of the TOR/IMPROVE method in such environment (one of the
most polluted cities in China, for particles)? - could it be a temperature effect more
than a source fingerprint? If so results may point to the ability of coal-derived SVOC to
be higly condensable

source apportionment based on OC and EC fraction fingerprint should be more prudent
due to the matrix effect
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