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1. All given changes are relative. This is now clearly stated in the text and in the table.
A footnote is also given to further clarify the way the trends were calculated.

2. We performed the comparison between the two periods (85-89, 94-97) as sug-
gested by the referee. Although the derived trends are somewhat lower, the conclu-
sions are unchanged. Therefore, we preferred to use the continuous 17-year period for
our analysis.

3. Indeed the skin temperature as given by NCEP shows a trend of
0.10+0.03 K/decade (linear regression), which however gives a change in OLF of less
than 0.1 Wm~2, that's why it was omitted from Table 1. The text has been modified to
clarify this point.
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4. Corrected in the text. ACPD
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