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The pionneer source inventory by D’Almeida (1986) used in your figure 1 ignores
source regions in the northernmost part of Africa which are now known to be active
sources for dust in the Mediterranean. The work by Prospero et al., as recommended
by one anonymous reviewer, is certainly more up to date and appropriate. I also wish
to mention the work by Moulin et al., 1998 and Brooks and Legrand, 2000 based on
Meteosat Infrared data. In particular Moulin et al. show seasonal variations in the
transport characteristics. Do you confirm that your four episodes follow the spring and
late spring typical situations shown by Fig. 4 in Moulin et al.?

Regarding your discussion of back-trajectories and source regions (figure 2) I also
wish to mention Hamonou et al. (1999) who show that dust layers from different source
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regions in Africa can be found superimposed in southern Europe. Since a trajectory
can overpass certain source regions in the absence of dust emission, I stress that
Meteosat IR or TOMS data should be used to detect active sources in Africa along the
back-trajectories in order to ascertain your conclusions on source regions.
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