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How meaningful are the statistics presented in Figure 4? Figure 5d shows that base
heights in North America of 1000m are as frequent as 2500m and the most frequent
base heights are closer to 200m. The statistics for median base heights in Figure 4
may not be physically meaningful. A contour plot as a function of RFD for the statistics
shown in Figure 4 may be more useful (as was done in Devasthale et al. 2011).
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