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We thank H. El-Askary for providing us with valuable references from his own research
work over Egypt and Eastern Mediterranean region. The references posted discuss
remote sensing methods applied to characterization of anthropogenic aerosols, which
include pollutants rising from mass burning, in various regions such as Cairo, Athens
and Eastern Mediterranean region. Therefore most these references do not directly
relate to our work which focuses on the radiative forcing of an intense dust loading.
However “El-Askary H., Sarkar, S., Kafatos, M., and El-Gazawi, T., “A Multi-Sensor
Approach to Dust Storm Monitoring over the Nile Delta,” IEEE Trans. Geosc. Remote
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Sensing, 41(10): 2386-2391, 2003, doi: 10.1109/TGRS.2003.817189” has been added
in the Introduction of the revised manuscript.
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