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We thank Dr. Ehlermann for his comment.

We agree that a core melt does not necessarily lead to a catastrophic (INES 7) acci-
dent. There have been examples where only a small part of the core melted, and the
accident could indeed be contained. However, in cases where much of the core was
affected (Chernobyl, Fukushima) the effects were catastrophic (INES 7).
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