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Comment by Ari Laaksonen and Amar Hamed

We would like to comment on the observed CN100 in Po Valley. The authors conclude
that the contribution from nucleation events to total CN100 concentrations is 4%. This
is in contradiction to our previous estimate (Laaksonen et al. 2005) which is close to
40%. The authors use a subset of our data (one year whereas we used two years). It
appears to us that the estimated contribution to CN100 concentrations from nucleation
events (about 500 per cc) is in good agreement with the numbers given in Laaksonen
et al., 2005, and the problem is with the total average CN100 concentration. If the
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4% was correct, the average CN100 concentration in Po Valley would have to be over
12 000 per cc which is much too high. In fact, the average CN concentration (for all
particles larger than 3 nm) in Po Valley is just 12 000 per cc (Hamed et al, 2007).

We would also appreciate a proper referencing of the Laaksonen et al, 2005 (not 2004)
paper in the text and in the reference list.
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