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This paper is a descriptive characterization of fine particle water-soluble organic carbon
(WSOC) measured in Los Angeles over an extended time period and includes large
biomass burning events that periodically influenced the data set. It is essentially a
companion to another a paper under review in ACPD (Hersey et al, ACPD 11, 5867-
5933, 2011), which focused on mass spectrometer measurements of aerosol chemistry
during the same period.

I would not characterize this paper as making a substantial contribution to scientific
progress; it does not present new methods with regard to measurements or data in-
terpretation. However, it does provide a useful description of an air quality parameter
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of interest (WSOC) in the Los Angeles basin, a region where characterizing and un-
derstanding the sources and processing of air pollutants are important for health and
climate forcing reasons. This paper, along with the companion Hersey PACO paper
also provide results that may be useful to other recent air quality studies performed in
LA. The paper is long, but well written and organized and the results worthy of being
archived in a published document. I recommend publication.
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