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In this discussion paper, the lapse rate decrease in the lower part of the EAL was
attributed to the absorption effect of soot particles. But the estimation with available
absorption coefficients indicated that the effect was unable to result in the large de-
crease. Thus the conclusion that soot particle absorption was responsible for the lapse
rate decrease was not correct. As pointed out by one of the reviewer, the decrease
was more likely caused by subsidence.
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