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The manuscript tries to quantify Hg emissions from natural and anthropogenic sources
globally. The manuscript has several shortcomings such as: - poor bases for estimates
and fraction factors used, due to poor data mining, - missing references to many of the
figures presented, - some erraneous statements, - a couple of medium Hg emission
sources left out such as bauxite working in spite of addressing other minor sources, -
many references are presenting the same facts and apparently included due to con-
nection with the authors, in some cases as policy documents, rather than on scientific
evidence, - recent, important references omitted, having more reliable figures than the
ones presented in this manuscript. The authors write at p. 4728 “It is very difficult
to discuss the average content of mercury in the copper, zinc, lead, nickel and gold
ores as very little information is available in the literature.” However, if the authors had
looked into other works than their own, they would have found more accurate data than
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the ones they present. This manuscript does not contribute to advance science or our
understanding and knowledge of Hg emissions further than is found in other actual ar-
ticles. Rather, the main purpose if the article appears to be a forum of mutual respect
rather than a sincere will to find basic facts, which may be contradictory to the authors
earlier publications.
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